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A Message from the Supervisor
by Linda Howell

“I alone cannot change the world, but I can cast a stone across the water
to create many ripples. Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come.
We have only today. Let us begin.” - Mother Teresa
I have approached this article several times, starting over with each attempt.
Should I take the easy route and write about the bounty of summer beauty that
surrounds us, or should I address the shocking and tragic events that challenge
us as an individual and community? Events that may seem to some as far away
or big city issues. Too often issues that make us uncomfortable or are difficult to
solve are ignored. This approach does not lead to positive change, and in fact
fuels unrest and societal oppression, leading to emotionally charged protests and
civil unrest. And like ripples in the water, they are far reaching.
I have said many times that we must look out for our neighbors. Our community
is like a family; when one member is harmed, we all are injured. Injury comes in
many forms: lack of access to public health care, generational poverty, prejudices,
and elitism. We all need to work to stop these injuries from continuing, and heal
the wounds caused by inadequate and unjust systems.
Each of us leads by example. Our behavior and language are absorbed by those
around us – friends, co-workers, peers, children. As equally important, our
silence is also a message. Too long silence was acceptable. But was it really?
I challenge you to examine the message you give and the example by which you
lead. Is it with respect, integrity, and kindness? Is it one that injures or heals?
We are confronted with a renewed awareness of the inequities within our country
and are engaged in battle with a world-wide virus causing tremendous death
rates, vast economic damage, and hardship. I wear a mask when I leave my
house because it protects the people that I may I encounter. It is a message of
respect and care for others.
Aside from the public health benefits of wearing a mask, the investment firm of
Goldman Sachs analyzed the economic value of masks and found that wearing
masks could be worth $1 Trillion dollars to the US economy.
.
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Treasurer’s Trove by Gary Dewey, Treasurer
We have gone through an unusual three months and there will be new norms because of these events. New norms happened after
9/11 also, and as the strong nation we are, we adapted and survived. We need to thank and pray for our police, firefighters,
emergency workers, doctors, nurses, teachers, postal workers, and the list could go on. I really missed the Memorial Day parade,
Tulip Time, and other community events.
National and state budgets have taken a hit because of the virus, but our township remains financially strong. Our fund balance is
about 20% of expenditures, construction is strong with permits now that the construction restriction has been lifted, but our revenue
sharing from the state will likely be down. With so many venues closed or on restriction, sales tax revenue will be down which
directly alters revenue sharing the township receives.
Summer tax bills were mailed the first week of July and are due on or before September 14, 2020. Be sure to review the enclosed
flier sent with your bill noting contact-free payment options as we continue to address COVID-19 safety concerns. We
appreciate prompt payment and remember that postmarks are not accepted as payment date. As requested by Hamilton Public
Schools, school taxes for this district are only collected on the winter tax bill.
Some residents may be eligible for deferment of taxes or qualify for a hardship exemption. Applications for deferment must be filed
annually for each tax season. Hardship exemptions are granted by the Board of Review and must be applied for annually.
Applications for both are available at the township office.
As a part of our commitment to provide efficient and convenient services, we offer debit/credit card payment options online and in
the office. Payment can be made with American Express, Discover, Master Card, and Visa. Our service provider “Point & Pay”
charges a 3% convenience fee for all credit/debit card payments. There is also the option to make payment by electronic check
online which has a flat fee of $3 for transactions up to $10,000 and $10 for transactions over $10,000.
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.

From the Assessor by Heather Jahr
I hope this newsletter finds you safe and well during these trying times. Throughout
this spring the work of managing the assessment roll has continued. I have made
every effort to assure any inquiries are answered timely and that splits, combinations,
and lot line adjustments are processed expediently. PTA, PRE and Deed input
continues, and review of 20% of each class of property is underway. I keep an open
dialog with Allegan County Equalization as well as the State Tax Commission
regarding any procedural/policy changes or guidance they have regarding COVID19. There are two points of interest of which I want to make you aware:
1. The Township Board recently passed a resolution allowing residents and nonresidents alike to appeal to the Board of Review via letter. This will allow for
those who may be away from the township during the winter months to appeal
to the March Board of Review without appearing in person.
2. Executive Order 2020-87 included provisions for the expansion of the authority
of the 2020 July Boards of Review. Traditionally the July Boards of Review are
limited to hear petitions of “Qualified Errors” however the 2020 Board of Review
has the authority to hear appeals of valuation and classification. The July Board
of Review will be held July 21st. Specific meeting times will be posted on the
Township website as well as at the Township hall. I encourage all petitioners to
consider appealing by letter thus reducing the number of people visiting the
building. To appeal by letter please email, mail, or drop off form L-4035 Petition
to Board of Review (this is a State of Michigan form and can be found online) as
well as any supporting evidence you wish to provide. Please keep in mind that
the 2020 roll values are set as of 12/31/19, any supporting evidence will need to
be as of, or prior to, that date.
Once again, I hope all of you are well.
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Reducing the spread of the virus
through mask-wearing, the analysts
found, could be a substitute for strict
lockdown
measures
that
would
otherwise shave 5%—or $1 trillion—off
the U.S. GDP…”If a face mask mandate
meaningfully
lowers
coronavirus
infections, it could be valuable not only
from a public health perspective but also
from an economic perspective because
it could substitute for renewed
lockdowns that would otherwise hit
GDP,” the researchers wrote.
https://www.forbes.com/sites/sarahhan
sen/2020/06/30/a-national-maskmandate-could-save-the-us-economy1-trillion-goldman-sachssays/#5879552856f1
I don’t want to go back to a lock down. I
don’t want to lose what we have worked
so hard together to achieve – saving
each other’s lives. I’m all in, I hope you
are too.
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Clerk’s Corner

by Michelle Sall, Clerk and Jenifer French, Deputy Clerk
2020 ELECTION NOTES
Michigan Voting Polls opening and closing times: 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.
VOTING LOCATIONS
Precinct 1 (Holland Public Schools): vote at Township Hall
Precinct 2 (Hamilton Public Schools): vote at Graafschaap Fire Dept.
Precinct 3 (Saugatuck Public Schools): vote at Township Hall
STATE PRIMARY ELECTION – AUGUST 4, 2020
This election is for the purpose of nominating candidates of the Republican
and Democratic parties for partisan offices and for nominating candidates for
nonpartisan offices. The following offices on the ballot are for Congressional,
Legislative, County, City/Township, and Delegates to the County Convention
of the Republican and Democratic Parties. The ballot also has two County
Proposals and one Township Proposal. There are two proposals for Hamilton
Community Schools: one Bonding Proposal and one Operating Millage
Proposal. The School District of the City of Holland has one Operating Millage
Proposal.
SAMPLE BALLOT: A sample ballot is enclosed for your review.
SINGLE PARTY VOTING: Voters decide which party primary they wish to
participate in by VOTING ONLY IN THE COLUMN OF THEIR PARTY
CHOICE. You will not be able to “split” your ticket and must confine votes to
a single party column.
VOTER REGISTRATION: Check to see if you are registered to vote, file an
application for an absentee ballot, see your sample ballot for the upcoming
election, track the status of your absentee ballot, verify your voter registration
on line at the Michigan Secretary of State’s Office at
https://vote.michigan.gov/mvic/.
ABSENTEE BALLOTS: A voter who wishes to receive an absentee ballot
must request this in writing to the clerk. An absentee ballot application form
is available online at www.laketowntwp.org under the Elections and/or Forms
tab or at https://vote.michigan.gov/mvic.

Laketown Township Cemetery
(Gibson Cemetery)
Located at the corner of 138th & 65th

The Township is responsible for periodic
mowing; however, this is not a fully manicured
cemetery. Please show respect to other
families and help us care for the grounds by
taking care of personal items and flowers
placed at grave sites. A memorial well pump is
available in the section below the gazebo to
draw water for flowers.
Prices for gravesites are as follows:
$100 each plot for residents/taxpayer
(up to two burial sites may be purchased).
$500 each plot for residents/taxpayer
(after first two are purchased).
$600 each plot for non-residents.

PERMANENT ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUESTS:
You have the option to be placed on a list to automatically receive by mail an
absentee ballot request. To do this, please email jenifer@laketowntwp.org.

To review a map of available burial sites as well
as purchase a deed to a plot, please contact
Jenifer at the Township Office.

UNITED STATES CENSUS

The Laketown Township Board is pleased to let
you know that during these difficult times the
Township Office has not missed a day of
service. Though we were required to lock our
doors for a period of time, staff were able to
answer your phone calls, email, and meet you in
the parking lot during business hours. We
extend a heartfelt thank you to the staff for their
dedication - reporting to work during a time of
uncertainty, quickly adjusting work schedules,
maintaining a safe work environment for all, and
adapting to new skill sets and processes for the
benefit of our residents.

Please complete and return your Census if you have not done so already.
The results help determine how federal funding is distributed to states and
communities every year. According to Community Action in Allegan County,
federal funding in Allegan County equals approximately $1,800 per person.
The township will not receive those funds unless you complete your census.
In addition, Census data also determines the number of seats each state
has in the U.S. House of Representatives.
You will never be asked for your social security number, for money or
donations, bank or credit card numbers, or anything on behalf of a political
party. Thank you for completing your census.

Parks Activity by Tom Shuff, Chair
As Michigan slowly opens, precaution still needs to be taken
to protect ourselves and fellow township residents from the
COVID-19 virus. Some restrictions have been removed, but
social distancing and face masks are still in place. While we
are in a recovery period, we still can enjoy all our beautiful
parks. From a picnic at Wolters Woods, to a hike at Sanctuary
Woods, or to a walk through the spacious Shore Acres Park,
don’t forget to enjoy your parks system.
A positive result of the quarantine has been the use of our
new fiber optic system, in conjunction with the Zoom
conference capability, to hold regular Parks Commission
Meetings also available to residents of the township. This is a
powerful tool to expand community interest in our local
government.
Maintenance continues to keep Brett Grams busy. The dock
at Farview Park needed repair and the main stairs at
Sanctuary Woods was severely damaged by a fallen tree.
Control and eradication of invasive species in the parks
continues to be addressed, species included: garlic mustard,
Japanese knotweed, Oriental bittersweet, and Hemlock
Wooly Adelgid.
Don’t forget to vote in the August primary and enjoy your
summer in the parks.

Felt Mansion News by Patty Meyer
After the longest April and May in recorded history, summer
has arrived. Unfortunately, the Felt concert series “Thursdays
at the Felt,” didn’t arrive with it. Due to the COVID-19 crisis,
we cancelled our concerts for this summer. But our great lineup of bands has agreed to come next year, along with our
wonderful food vendors.
This summer, the Felt Estate is open for small private outdoor
group rentals and weekday self-guided tours. The self-guided
tours are Mondays through Wednesdays 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
through Labor Day. The price is $15 for adults; $12 for
seniors and students. Children 12 and under are free. For
more information on our safety protocols, see
www.feltmansion.org/tours/.
If you are interested in booking the mansion for a business or
family event, please contact our rental coordinators, Derrick
or Holden, at 616.218.0078 or email events@feltmansion.org
For the 2020 holiday season we are offering an all-inclusive
package to make planning your holiday party a breeze.
Contact our rental coordinators for details.
And remember -- life is a restoration project. Take some time
each day to restore yourself and those around you. Stay safe
and well, and we hope to see you soon at the Felt Estate.

Invasive Species Fought at the Local and
Township Levels by Jim Hayden
Laketown Township homeowners can be faced with
unwanted plants from garlic mustard and Oriental bittersweet,
to Japanese knotweed. Residents can handle removal of
some invasive species themselves, though sometimes a little
help from a professional doesn’t hurt.
“For a species like garlic mustard, there should not be a
problem that would require an expert to come look at it,
provided the homeowner times their management
appropriately,” said Ben Heerspink, conservation manager at
the Outdoor Discovery Center (ODC), 4215 56th St.
Garlic Mustard is native to Europe and thrives in wooded
areas. It spreads quickly and can overrun local plants,
according to Michigan’s Invasive Species Program, a
cooperative effort between the Department of Environment,
Great Lakes and Energy, the Department of Natural
Resources and the Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development.
“If timed appropriately, a simple hand pulling of garlic
mustard can be really effective,” stated Heerspink. The best
time to remove the plant is mid-April with small amounts of
spraying. Other more aggressive invasive plants, such as
Japanese knotweed, Oriental bittersweet, and Phragmites,
may require a visit by an expert to help landowners develop a
management plan, according to Heerspink. The ODC uses an
integrated approach to combat invasive plants, using a
combination of herbicides, hand-pulling, and burns and
mechanical removal, as noted on the organization’s website
Outdoordiscovery.org.
Japanese knotweed is a perennial shrub that can grow 3 to
10 feet high. The flowers bloom in August and September. It
excludes native plants and releases toxic chemicals to
suppress native plants. Oriental bittersweet is a vine that can
grow 60 feet, overtaking trees and shrubs. Phragmites, found
in ditches, ponds, and other water sites, grow in tall, dense
patches and can reduce native fish and wildlife, block out
native plants, and be a fire hazard.
The township is spending more than $10,000 this year to fight
invasive species at its parks. For example, $1,580 is being
spent to tag trees at Huyser Farm for Hemlock Wooly Adelgid
(HWA). These are tiny insects that secrete white wax as they
feed on hemlock shoots and branches, according to the state.
The insects kill needles, shoots and branches resulting in the
death of the tree. Trees at Sanctuary Woods have been
treated as well by Black River Habitats, LLC of Holland.
A complete list of invasive plants and how to report them as
well as remove them can be found at
Michigan.gov/Invasives.

Fire Department News by Fire Chief Doug DenBleyker
Over the last few months, activity at the Fire Department has
been busier than normal but this is unrelated to COVID-19 or
its affects. Now that things are returning to normal, we have
started conducting inspections of rental properties.
All rental properties in the township, either long term or short
term, B&B’s, motels, hotels, duplexes, single family, apartment
buildings or any other property that rents a room or rooms is
required to register their property by submitting an application
and payment. All rental information can be found on the
township website, at the township office, or at the Fire
Department.
The fire station is now 20 years old and like our homes requires
regular maintenance and updating at times. This spring the
offices, meeting room, dayroom and hallway had a fresh coat
of paint applied (the original paint was still in place). We also
updated appliances (they were original to the building) which
required a few cabinet modifications. We also replaced the VCT
tile in the offices with a more durable ceramic tile. New office
desks and file cabinets are ordered and next year we plan to
update the office chairs that were donated when the station was
built. We also received four iPads from a grant from FM Global
Insurance Company, as pictured above.
We have also resumed installing smoke alarms and conducting
home safety surveys. As we interact more with the public, we
are finding that many residents do not know or understand the
depth of activities that the Fire Department performs on a day
to day basis or what the makeup of the Fire Department is, so
over the next two newsletters I will try to explain in detail what
we do.

Having full-time staffing during the day ensures we have
personnel available to respond to calls for service, perform
rental inspections, preplan commercial businesses, complete
required weekly EMS checks and monthly apparatus checks,
submit required paperwork to the State and Federal
government, and a multitude of other items. From the start of
the year through June 30, we have had 374 calls, and 91 in the
month of June, 57 of which were between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Graafschap Fire utilizes a duty crew schedule from 6 a.m. to
6 p.m. that consists of Deputy Chief Capel and I responding to
calls that require a limited response. If more personnel are
needed during these hours those who are available respond as
well. From 6 p.m. – 6 a.m. we utilize the paid-on-call personnel
where each firefighter is assigned to one night a week for priority
two and three medical calls. Fire calls, personal injury accidents
and medical calls where more personnel are needed will bring
everyone that is available. The duty crew schedule was
instituted a few years back and it helps us remain fiscally
responsible by utilizing only the personnel that are needed on
calls for service while respecting the time of the firefighters
allowing them time with their families.
In the next newsletter I will explain the kind of calls to which we
respond, the many different functions of today’s fire service, and
how the increase in call volume and economic changes have
affected daytime response and the response of paid-on-call
firefighters. Have a great summer and grill safely.

Let’s start with the personnel, we are fortunate to have 19
dedicated paid-on-call firefighters. These men and women
have full-time jobs and in their spare time, attend meetings,
trainings and respond to calls for service. Most of these fire
fighters work out of the area or are unable to leave their jobs
during the hours of 6am-6pm.
We also have two full-time personnel; Deputy Chief Capel
typically works Monday – Thursday from 6 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. and
I work Monday – Friday 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., we also respond to
calls after hours and on weekends as needed.
REMINDER: BURN PERMITS

There is no fee for a burn permit, but you must call and notify the Township Office the date you plan to burn. You will receive verbal approval
unless weather and dryness conditions prohibit safe burning. If you live in a subdivision, you may burn on odd days only.
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Want to support the ongoing restoration of the Felt
Estate? For a donation of $50 to the Felt, you will
receive a copy of the DVD “Dorr Felt: The Man and His
Mansion” which tells about the life of inventor, Dorr Felt,
and the creation of his summer estate, Shore Acres
Farm – more commonly known as The Felt
Mansion. To make a donation, go online to:
https://www.feltmansion.org/contribute/

We support:

Dorr Felt

