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A Message from the Supervisor by Linda Howell

The last year has brought many challenges, many successes, many unknowns,
and many opportunities. Your Board is working through all of these categories.
First, the success category: throughout the last year, the Township was able to
weather the challenges successfully and maintain all its services, conduct all its
meetings, our Clerk and her team successfully conducted elections, the Chief and
the Fire Department successfully protected us, and our manager and the
professionals in the office didn’t miss a day. I personally want to thank each and
every member of the Laketown team for their dedication, professionalism, and
service. I am honored to serve with you.
Now for the opportunity category: The federal government through the American
Rescue Plan will distribute funding to all municipalities based on population. The
amount Laketown will receive is not yet finalized as the 2020 census is not yet
final. We anticipate receiving $600,000 to be spent on four broad categories:
Broadband, water infrastructure, sewer infrastructure, and other (TBD).
While the money does not need to be spent right away, as the old saying goes –
a failure to plan is a plan to fail. So, we are planning. The Board started the
process to identify eligible projects and then prioritize them so the money can be
used wisely and for the greatest benefit of the entire Township. We are not in a
hurry since the rules for using this money are still being developed.
Since we are not required to have a plan before spending the first dollar, one
obvious immediate need is to assist the few pockets of the Township that still lack
broadband internet. Construction of the fiber lines to one unserved pocket
recently started. Discussions for the other unserved areas have been on-going
and our manager, Al Meshkin, is pushing the companies to get this work done.
Everyone who has worked from home or has children knows that good reliable
internet is no longer a luxury; it is a utility that is needed just like electricity. That
recognition is why broadband is one of the four categories of eligible projects.
The process for the Board to develop the priority list of projects will help guide
future budgets too. Like each of you knowing that the roof on your house will
need to be replaced within the next five or ten years, with a list of anticipated
needed investments, we will be able to plan and save accordingly.
- Continued on page 2, see Howell

Treasurer’s Trove

by Gary Dewey, Treasurer

Wow! I am observing a much needed rainstorm as I am writing this article. Our lawns and plants need the rain, but I am especially
thankful that our farmers are getting the rain they need for their crops! Our farmers/agriculture industry keep us supplied with
necessary food needs.
Our township budget remains strong and will continue to be great with our new developments and being fiscally conservative.
Summer tax bills were mailed the first week of July and are due on September 14, 2021. Be sure to review the bill and contact
the office with any questions. We appreciate prompt payment and remember postmarks are not accepted as a valid payment
date. As requested by Hamilton Public Schools, their millage will only be levied on the winter tax statement.
Some residents may be eligible for deferment of taxes or qualify for a hardship exemption. Applications for deferment need to be
filed annually for each tax season. Hardship exemptions are granted by the Board of Review and must be applied for annually.
Applications for both are available on our website and at the township office.
We are committed to provide convenient and efficient service to our township residents. We offer debit/credit card payment
options online and in the office. Payment can be made with American Express, Discover, Mastercard, and Visa. Our service
provider “Point & Pay” charges a 3% convenience fee for all debit/credit card payments. There is also an option to make payment
by electronic check online which has a flat fee of $3 per transactions up to $10,000 and $10 for transactions over $10,000.

From the Assessor

by Heather Jahr

Summer is upon us, and I hope with the warmer weather that
residents can get out and enjoy the beauty this community
has to offer. Be it in your own backyard or at one of our
wonderful parks.
The current housing market reflects just how desirable
property ownership in Laketown is. I recently carried out a
study of “twice sold properties”, these are homes that are sold
twice within a relatively short time (for this study I used sales
from 2018 to 2020) that have had no building permits pulled.
Sale prices and dates of the twice sold properties were used
to calculate the value increase over time. The average
monthly increase in value found was 1.081%. When I
reduced the data set to only those properties twice sold from
2019 to 2020 the average monthly increase in value jumped
to 1.205%.
This indication of increasing value reflects the “forces of
value” at work in Laketown. These forces of value are
represented as “D.U.S.T” or Desirability, Utility, Scarcity, and
Transferability.
Processing sales, building permits, splits, and the State Tax
Commission recommended annual review of 20% of parcels
within each class is underway. Some of you may have
received a mailer indicating that your property is being
reviewed this summer. Thank you for completing and
returning the document, your help in keeping property records
accurate is immeasurable.
July Board of Review will be held July 20th at 9 am at the
Township Hall to hear appeals of Qualified Errors, Disabled
Veteran Exemptions, Poverty Exemptions, and PRE issues.
Take care and have a great summer!

Howell, continued from front page.
I asked the Board to work with our manager to develop a
list of all the anticipated capital projects that are likely to
occur in the next five to ten years. This list will be discussed
and prioritized. This list will be augmented by information
gathered from residents.
For example, our Parks
Commissioners talked to over 100 people at the Fire
Department’s 4th of July pancake breakfast to see what you
thought about our Parks.
That is incredibly useful
information. Thank you to all who took the time and talked
with our Parks Commissioners. Developing and having this
list – which will need to change and be updated regularly
as needs develop – can be used for grant applications that
may become available for a particular use, as well as
general budgeting.
While there are many unknowns still confronting us from
COVID and there are many of us that continue to recover
from the economic and health-related impacts of COVID,
there are many opportunities. I hope we all focus on the
opportunities; opportunities to help each other and to
maintain Laketown as a home of which we can be proud.

Clerk’s Corner

by
Michelle Sall/Clerk & Jenifer French/Deputy Clerk

Herrick District Library News

You may visit the Michigan Secretary of State’s website at
https://www.michigan.gov/sos for complete voting
information such as:

Join the summer reading challenge! Patrons of all ages —
from babies to adults, are welcome and encouraged to
participate in the Herrick District Library’s summer reading
program through the Beanstack challenge. Challenges
can be completed individually or as a family. Kids who
complete the challenge will receive a surprise bag with a
book and some other goodies, and adults will receive a
surprise book and an HDL coffee mug. Visit herrickdl.org
for more information or to sign up on the library’s reading
challenge site, Beanstack.

o
o
o
o

Register to vote
Check or update voter registration
Apply for absentee ballot
Get personalized voter information

You may also find election information at:
www.michigan.gov/elections

by Andrea Goodell

https://herrickdl.beanstack.org/reader365?_ga=2.190009
960.2137696559.1622815690-1870421137.1591302674
As the state begins reopening, more services are open
and available at HDL. Seating and longer visits are now
allowed at both locations (some seating has been removed
to accommodate social distancing). Study rooms are
available for use at both locations, the HDL Main
magazine/reading room is open, and Groundworks is also
available for one-on-one meetings. Book donations are
again being accepted with a limit of two boxes per donor
per week.

Felt Mansion News by Patty Meyer
The “Thursdays at the Felt” Summer Concert Series brought local,
regional, and national bands along with local food and beverage vendors
to the estate on the five Thursdays in July. Hope to see you there!
July 22 - Kari Lynch
July 29 - Zion Lion Reggae Band
Photos by: AV Photo (www.av-photo.com).

Parks Activity

by Tom Shuff, Chair

Thank you to Macatawa Bank employee volunteers for their work at the beach this spring clearing
sand from the stairs (pictured above).
Construction of the pickle ball courts has started, as of now the concrete has been poured for
the courts and the adjoining walkway (pictured right). Judging from the comments and
communications, there is much excitement in the township for this facility. I am hopeful that the
township will be able to develop more recreational type facilities in the future.
Laketown Township participated in the celebration of National Trails Day on June 5 th, with the
Saugatuck Radar Hill hiking club using Farview Nature Park as one of nine selected hiking
sites. The Club has requested to use Farview and Huyser Parks for future hiking events and
has offered to assist in marking the trails at these parks.
At the Graafschap Fire Department’s pancake breakfast held on July 5, members of the parks
commission conducted a survey to receive input from residents. This survey is to determine the
importance of various recreational services needed in the township.
July is the month for outdoor concerts at the Felt Mansion. The concerts are the five Thursdays
of July from 6-9pm. If you have not yet attended this very popular event you should plan on
doing so, it's a great way to meet friends and neighbors and enjoy our township together.
In remembrance to our friend and former Parks Commission board member Ellen Fitch, we are
placing a memorial bench dedicated to her at Huyser Farm Park. The bench will be located at
the southwest end of the park overlooking the milkweed patch that Ellen created. Because of
her fondness for the monarch butterfly, she was instrumental in developing this special area.
We currently have an opening on the Parks Commission. If you are interested in serving on the
Parks Commission please email a resume to the Township Manager, Al Meshkin,
al@laketowntwp.org by Aug. 2, 2021. The Parks and Recreation Commission meetings are the
third Wednesday of the month at 6 pm in the township hall. Your attendance is welcomed.

A new off-road vehicle (ORV) county ordinance went into effect on July 1, 2021. You may
read the ordinance as well as find roads closed to ORV traffic at:
http://www/allegancountyroads.org/orv-information.html.
For questions please contact:
Craig Atwood, P.E. Managing Director, Allegan County Road Commission.

PLEASE DO NOT DRIVE GOLF CARTS OR OTHER ORV’S ON THE BIKE PATH.

We support the

Fire Department News
by Chief Doug DenBleyker

I would like to start by recognizing Corey Capel and Bretton
Prins who recently completed their one-year probationary
period after completing the fire academy. At our last
department meeting they were sworn in and received their
firefighter badges and helmets. We are proud of the work they
have put in to get to this point in their careers and look forward
to their contributions in the years to come. I would also like to
recognize Brock Lovell who successfully completed the fire
academy last month and will start his probationary period.
Great job Brock.
Because the COVID restrictions were lifted in late June we had
enough time to prepare and hold the annual pancake breakfast.
We greatly appreciate the support received this year for
breakfast. Although the attendance was down about 600
people from 2019, we still served 850 breakfasts and received
many positive comments. As we deplete our supplies of plates,
utensils, and coffee cups we are transitioning to compostable
consumables.
We have recently noticed a large uptick in local traffic, some of
this increase can be contributed to the ongoing construction on
I-196 as people look to avoid the delays; we are also
contributing part of the increase to the re-opening of
businesses. Please avoid distractions while driving and expect
minor delays, we would rather meet you at the breakfast than
meet you by “accident”.
We are still offering Home Safety Surveys where we will visit
your home and look for potential hazards that could cause a
fire or other emergency. Can we find you in an emergency? If
your street numbers are not visible from the road, please
consider a green address sign. Contact us at 616.396.4060 for
either of these services.
Have a great summer and grill safely!!!
REMINDER: BURN PERMITS REQUIRED
As you clean your yards this spring remember that you need to obtain a permit if you burn. The burn permit is free and can be
obtained by calling the fire station @ (616) 396-4060. Please leave a message in the burn permit mailbox if we don’t pick up.
You may also call the Township Office during business hours. We have had numerous grass fires this spring, but not one of
those fires were from a person who had obtained a permit.
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