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2020. This spring is no different, but it is entirely different at the same time.
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by Linda Howell

In the last 12 months we have learned to be resilient, to adjust. We have been
tested to think about topics that are easier to ignore than analyze. We have
watched loved ones and neighbors cope with unexpected losses. We all
wondered, what comes next? What’s next is a season of growth, of learning about
options, of moving forward.
What’s next in the education area? The Michigan Reconnect Scholarship
Program. For those of you who want to learn more and get a degree or certificate,
this program will cover approximately half of the tuition costs to attend community
college. For information and eligibility visit: michigan.gov/reconnect/.
What’s next in the goal of getting and staying healthy? Vaccines are here and
available. Register for your COVID shot at https://vaccinatewestmi.com/register/
or the Allegan County Health Department or Meijer or Walgreens or several other
places. Some places are now taking walk-ins with no appointment needed.
Please get your shot if you are able. We can beat this thing if we all do our part,
please continue to be COVID cautious.
What’s next in the new experience category? They’re back!! Fiesta 2021 will be
at the Shops at Westshore April 30 and May 1 (https://laup.org/fiesta/). Tulip Time
is coming (https://www.tuliptime.com/blog/archives/2021/03/02/tulip-time-with-atwist). A few highlights from the Tulip Time office:
 Virtual Tulip Time Run. Run; walk; anytime; anywhere! Registrants will receive a





participant bib and medal.
The Michigan Maritime Museum will sail into town and dock at the Boatwerks
Restaurant with dockside tours of its tall ship ‘Friends Good Will.’
The annual Quilt Raffle will take place April 15 – May 9. Purchase tickets at the Tulip
Time Office, Holland Visitors Bureau, and Apothecary Gift Shop.
Yoga in the Tulips amidst the tulip gardens at Window on the Waterfront. This is a
ticketed event.
The Artisan Market will be virtual this year and the shopping experience expanded to
April 24 through May 9.

- Continued on page 2, see Howell

Treasurer’s Trove by Gary Dewey, Treasurer
I am a wildlife and outdoor enthusiast, and there is a lot of spring nature activity in Laketown; spotting Eagles, beaver and otter
sightings, migrant birds, and Sandhill Cranes in the field behind our house. Wildflowers are beginning to pop open also. Please visit
the Laketown parks and share your sightings.
The 2020 tax collection has been completed and distribution of funds to the library, pool, schools, county, and state have been
made. The 2021 Summer tax bills will be mailed to property owners the first week of July and are due on September 14, 2021.
Postmarks are not accepted as a valid payment date so please plan accordingly. We appreciate prompt payment so we are able to
take care of our financial responsibilities.
Hardship exemptions are granted by the Board of Review and must be applied for each year. Tax deferments must be applied for
annually for both the summer and winter tax season. Applications are available at the township office or online at laketowntwp.org.
All unpaid property taxes as of March 2, 2021 were turned over to the Allegan County Treasurer for collection. Please contact the
Allegan County Treasurer at (269) 673.0260 with questions regarding delinquent tax payments.

Howell, continued from front page.

From the Assessor by Heather Jahr

What’s new in the music category? The Summer Free
Concert Series at the Felt Mansion is back and it brings local,
regional, and national bands along with local food and
beverage vendors to the estate so you can enjoy great music
and good eats. The Summer Concert Series is in July - see
the Felt Mansion News included in this Newsletter for dates
and artists.

A new season of the assessment cycle is underway. With the
close of March Board of Review, the 2021 Assessment Roll was
turned over to Allegan County for review by the Equalization
Department. Below is a chart of the Assessed and Taxable
Values of Real Property for 2021, by class, within the Township.

What’s new in making memories category? Photography
Days at the Felt Mansion. During Community Photography
Days, the Felt is open for family portraits, engagement
photos, senior pictures, and more. Advanced registration is
required but it’s free of charge. See the Felt Mansion News
included in this Newsletter for more information.
If all of these options don’t fill up your calendar and you want
to look for more ways to grow and renew this spring, check
out the event calendars for:


Herrick library
(https://libcal.herrickdl.org/?_ga=2.240963843.1098
152417.1617673807-1145549695.1617673807 )



the Outdoor Discovery Center
(https://outdoordiscovery.org/programs/)



the Holland Aquatic Center
(https://www.hollandaquaticcenter.org/schedule/).

However you choose to renew this spring, get out there and
enjoy. As this last year has taught us, tomorrow is not
promised; don’t waste today. Go. Grow. Make some
wonderful memories.

Class
Agricultural
Commercial
Industrial
Residential
Timber/Cutover
Developmental

Assessed Value
$9,485,100
$10,501,700
$1,174,200
$569,774,200
$0
$558,800

Taxable Value
$5,995,210
$8,253,381
$1,145,848
$433,496,053
$0
$286,456

Preparation of the 2022 Assessment Roll begins with finalization
of sales verification and input within the sales study period. For
the 2022 Assessment Roll Arm’s Length sales from 4/1/2019 to
3/31/2021 are utilized to adjust land and improvement values.
Review of 20% of parcels within each class will continue.
Parcels included in this review will receive a letter notifying the
property owner. It is recommended that if you receive this letter
you review the parcels record card and notify the Assessor of
any discrepancies between the physical attributes present on
the parcel and those recorded on the record card.
The State Tax Commission has instituted phase II of the
Computer Automated Mass Appraisal (CAMA) Data Standards.
This is an effort to standardize assessment rolls across the
State. Phase II changes the way exempt parcels are identified
on the Assessment Roll. To maintain accurate and up-to-date
information all owners of exempt parcels will receive notification
via post, and they are requested to file an exemption application
with the Township.
As always, please contact me if you have questions or if I can
help in any way.

November

Clerk’s Corner by
Michelle Sall/Clerk & Jenifer French/Deputy Clerk
Election information can be obtained at:
www.michigan.gov/elections.

There will be an election on Tues., May 4th for residents
in Precinct 1 only (Holland Public School District). Polls
are open 7 am – 8 pm.
Precinct 1:
School District of the City of Holland
Bonding Proposal.
See sample ballot.
Precinct 2:
NO ELECTION.
Precinct 3:
NO ELECTION.
You may visit the Michigan Secretary of State’s website
at https://www.michigan.gov/sos for complete voting
information such as:
Register to vote
Check or update voter registration
Apply for absentee ballot
Get personalized voter information

by Patty Meyer

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES IS BACK!

SPECIAL ELECTION MAY 4, 2021 – SAMPLE
BALLOT ENCLOSED

o
o
o
o

Felt Mansion News

The Thursdays at the Felt Summer Concert Series brings
local, regional, and national bands along with local food and
beverage vendors to the estate so you can enjoy great music
and good eats. The Summer Concert Series is the five
Thursdays in July. Our 2021 line-up is as follows:
July 1 - Backseat Drivers
July 8 - Brena
July 15 - Delilah DeWylde
July 22 - Kari Lynch
July 29 - Zion Lion Reggae Band

NEW IN 2021:
COMMUNITY PHOTOGRAPHY DAYS
With something so beautiful - you can’t help but share! During
our Community Photography Days, the estate is open to the
community for family portraits, engagement photos, senior
pics, and more. Advance registration is required but use of
the grounds is free of charge. Community photography dates
are the following:
April 25, May (TBD), June 23, July 21, August 25, Sept. 15
Registration opens one month prior to the date, go to:
https://www.feltmansion.org/current-events to register.
We also now have annual and single day photography
passes available for purchase for other select dates and
times. Go to https://www.feltmansion.org/current-events to
purchase passes.
When you have your time slot reserved, you can be sure to
have the grounds to yourself for your photography session.
This way no one is interrupting you; and you are not intruding
on someone’s wedding or special event. We are happy to
offer our community photography days to our community free
of charge.
Questions?
Call 616.218.0078 for more
information.

GIBSON CEMETERY
If, on the weekend prior to Memorial Day, you would like to place a flag on the grave site of a veteran buried in Gibson Cemetery
and you are in need of a flag, you may pick up a flag in advance at the Township office during regular business hours. We wish
to honor all veterans so if you are not able to place a flag yourself, our sexton will place one for you on request. Flags will be
removed on the Tuesday following Memorial Day.
The Township is responsible for periodic mowing; however, this is not a fully manicured cemetery. In respect to each family,
please help by limiting and removing personal items in a timely manner. Thank you.

Parks Activity
PICKLEBALL COURT COMING TO THE TOWNSHIP HALL PARK by Jim Hayden
The tap, tap, tap of a plastic ball on paddles could be filling the air at the Township Hall Park by late summer. Construction of
the court could begin in June or July with a completion date by September. The Parks and Recreation Commission has been
planning for the court for several years, including it in the 2018 Parks and Recreation Master Plan. The Commission
unanimously approved the project at its February 2021 meeting and sent the proposal to the Township Board for final approval.
On March 10, the Township Board passed the 2021-2022 fiscal year budget which included the first payment for the concrete
court and other improvements such as a walkway and drainage. The project is expected to cost $147,983 and will be paid over
five years. The township received eight bids for the project. MCSA Group, Inc. of East Grand Rapids was hired to oversee the
bids, and recommended the low bidder of Katerburg VerHage, Inc., of Grand Rapids.
Pickleball is a sport for all ages that combines elements of tennis, badminton and ping-pong on a paved 20-by-44-foot court
divided in the center by a net, according to the USA Pickleball Association. Players use a paddle and a plastic ball with holes in
it. Games can be played as singles or doubles. The sport was invented in 1965.

OUTDOOR DISCOVERY CENTER
PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM
5-21-21 4-5:30 pm
Knee-deep in a Wetland - Farview Park
Meet a naturalist at Farview Park in search of amphibians, insects
and other aquatic life. All collection tubs and dip nets will be
provided. Old shoes or boots that can go into the water are
recommended. No sandals or bare feet please.
6-14-21 10-11:00 am
Little Explorers - Wolters Woods
Explore the nature trail as only a preschooler could do. Find colors,
shapes, and textures on the easily accessible trails of Wolters
Woods. All materials will be provided. At the conclusion of the
program, feel free to make time to play on the playground.
7-22-21 11:00am-noon Blueberry Fields - Huyser Farm
Learn about blueberries and how they have become a West
Michigan industry. Bring collection buckets to take home some
free blueberries from the u-pick, organic blueberry patch! Sturdy
shoes and insect repellent are encouraged.
8-23-21 4-5:30 pm
Knee-deep in a Wetland - Farview Park
Meet a naturalist at Farview Park in search of amphibians, insects,
and other aquatic life. All collection tubs and dip nets will be
provided. Old shoes or boots that can go into the water are
recommended. No sandals or bare feet please.
9-14-21 4-5:00 pm Explore with your senses - Shore Acres
Use all of your senses on this walk through Shore Acres
Park. Touch, feel, smell, see, and taste your way along these
dune trails with one of our naturalists. Learn how you use your
senses different than many of Michigan's native animals. This
program is perfect for adventurous 4 to 9-year-olds.
10-1-21 7:30-8:30 pm
Night Hike - Huyser Farm
Walk through the woods and use your senses along the way to
find out how much you can feel, touch, hear, and see. Learn how
nocturnal animals use their senses to survive in the dark.
All programs are free and require pre-registration at:
https://outdoordiscovery.org/programs/#calendar

ICE BOWL BRINGS IN RECORD DONATIONS
FOR LOCAL CHARITY by Jim Hayden
The 6th Annual Ice Bowl held at Shore Acres Park in February
drew a record number of participants and a record donation
to a local charity. According to tournament director, Rob Buit,
who is on the Shore Acres Disc Golf Committee, the Feb. 27
event featured 98 players who brought in 670 pounds of food
and $3,000 for Christian Neighbors in Douglas – beating the
old record of $1,643. The event raised money from the entry
fee of $30, the 92 participants who bought mulligans - which
are do-overs for a bad throw - and a raffle and merchandise.
The Ice Bowl helps alleviate food insecurity along the
lakeshore and gives people a chance to play disc golf at a
time many don’t think about the sport.
The Shore Acres 2021 disc golf league at the 19-hole course
begins in April. For more about the disc golf club, visit the
group’s Facebook page at Shore Acres Disc Golf Course.

Meet Parks Commissioner, Jeremy Van Hoven
Laketown has always been a special place to me as I spent
part of the summers throughout my life at our family cottage
by the lake. When the opportunity arose to purchase a parcel
and build our forever home, the choice was without any
hesitation to be right here.
Laketown is so fortunate to have multiple parks which offer a
diverse range of outdoor opportunities. I find that they are
such an excellent place to unplug, unwind and
rejuvenate. There is hardly a weekend or a spring, summer
or fall evening that you would miss finding my wife Amanda
and I either walking the beach or through the trails at the
Saugatuck Dunes or just along the road with our little
Maltese/Yorkie mix dog Rosie leading the charge. We greatly
enjoy the outdoors and take every moment we can get to be
outside and enjoy nature. Hope to see you at the parks!

REMINDER: BURN PERMITS REQUIRED
As you clean your yards this spring remember that you need
to obtain a permit if you burn. The burn permit is free and can
be obtained by calling the fire station @ (616) 396-4060.
Please leave a message in the burn permit mailbox if we don’t
pick up.
You may also call the Township Office during business hours.
We have had numerous grass fires this spring, but not one of
those fires were from a person who had obtained a permit.

Fire Department News
by Fire Chief Doug DenBleyker

What a difference a year makes. Last year at this time
emergency services were struggling to find necessary
personal protective equipment (PPE) while we were
implementing response protocols to the pandemic. There are
still some small delays in obtaining PPE, but for the most part
we can get the supplies we need. One thing the pandemic did
do is strengthen the relationships we have with our
neighboring fire departments. We worked together to search
for PPE and shared supplies when we were able to obtain
them.
Please see the photo above of an underbody washer we
fabricated last year that rinses salt and debris off the underside
of the fire apparatus. Our hope is the washer will slow the
corrosion process and extend the life of the trucks and
components.
Construction has begun on southbound I-196, please be
aware that traffic volume and patterns in the township may
change as drivers look to avoid the construction and travel our
local roads.
Each year about this time we start preparing for the pancake
breakfast, and this year like last, it appears that the breakfast
will be cancelled. We looked at numerous different ways that
we could hold the event but putting 400+ people in the fire
station at one time when there are still numerous cases of
COVID being reported in the area we did not feel was
responsible. We do miss having the breakfast and seeing each
one of you who have supported the fire department through
this event for so many years.
We are tentatively planning an open house in October to
coincide with fire prevention month, where we plan to invite the
public in and share fire safety information and some
refreshments. If this event materializes, we will share
information on our Facebook page and other news outlets.
We would like to thank you for your support of the recent
millage that was passed that supports the Fire Department
and our efforts to make Laketown a safe place to live. Have a
great Summer!!!

Hazardous Waste Collection Day
Republic Services of Holland Westshore Recycling
4368 60th St. Holland, MI 49423
Saturday, June 19, 8 am – 11:30 am
To control vehicle traffic and quantities of hazardous waste to
be disposed, vouchers will be issued and required for this
event. Vouchers may be picked up at the Republic Services
of Holland office before the collection date. Office hours are
Mon – Fri., 8 am – 5 pm. You will need a valid ID and a current
account with Republic to receive a voucher. Please note:
-Vouchers are only valid for date noted.
-Voucher must be presented at drop off.
-Vouchers will NOT be issued on June 19.
-Limit of 200 lbs. of material per voucher.
Because of the legal chain of custody required on hazardous
waste you will be required to sign a disposal form. Republic
Service reserves the right to reject any items.
Accepted Items:
Aerosol cans
Antifreeze
Batteries
Battery Acids
Detergents
Degreasers
Drains Cleaners
Fertilizers
Gasoline
Grease
Not Accepted:
Asbestos items
Compost
Electronics
Freon products
General waste cleaner
Latex paint products
Lead paint items
Tires

Inks
Light bulbs
Mercury items
Oil
Oil-based paints
Paint thinner
Pesticide
Propane
Solvents
Thermometers
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