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Laketown

A Message from the Supervisor by Linda Howell

They say that New Year’s Day is a time for looking back and reflecting. Well, I
think with the challenges we all faced in 2021, let’s look forward instead.
First, to start this New Year, we were finally able to acquire a bit of property
associated with our beach. This property many people thought was already part
of the beach as it was the “cut through” that many used to get to the beach without
climbing the dune and stairs. Now that this property is officially owned by the
Township, the Parks Commission can start making plans to address access with
a replacement for the stairs that the dune covers in sand with every windstorm.
Many thanks to Al Meshkin for the many hours of work over many years to get this
done and to our Parks Commissioners for all the planning and work on improving
our beach while remaining aware of the concerns of beach neighbors.
Second, the Board is working its way through some long-term strategic planning.
Just as the Parks Commission does a 5-year plan every five years that shapes the
Parks’ priorities, the Board is working through the Township’s strengths and
weaknesses and our challenges and opportunities. The last couple of years have
taught us that we need to be ready to deal with the unexpected. We have held two
workshops on this so far. As the old saying goes: A failure to plan is a plan to fail.
Setting priorities has also been the focus of recent Board meetings on the potential
uses of the funds we received from the Federal government under the American
Rescue Plan Act or ARPA. The Board has talked about infrastructure needs such
as improving basic water and sewer infrastructure especially along Blue Star,
making our parks more accessible to those with mobility challenges, and pushing
broadband providers to finish the job and run broadband to those few areas of the
Township that still lack internet access. We also talked about public safety needs
including additional equipment for the fire department and the potential for
increased law enforcement presence. We have heard from residents about how
they would like to see the funds used. Thankfully, we don’t need to make these
decisions immediately so we can take the time needed to carefully think about how
best to use this money to make a long-term improvement for all of us.
While planning continues, the regular work of the Township also continues. The
first week of January includes meetings with the Allegan County Road Commission
to determine which Township roads will be repaired or resurfaced this year.
- Continued on page 5, see Howell

From the Assessor

by Heather Jahr

The turn of the calendar bids farewell to 2021. It is my hope that all Laketown’s citizens were able to find some respite within
the beautiful surroundings of their community.
I am currently finalizing the 2022 assessment roll. “Tax Day” was 12/31/21. As the property physically existed on that day is
how it will be taxed for 2022. Please watch for the annual Notice of Assessment which should be delivered mid-February.
The Notice of Assessment indicates changes to a parcel from the previous year, which could include Principal Residence
Exemption, classification, and valuation changes. This document also indicates to the property owner how to appeal the
changes at the March Board of Review. Tentative appeal dates for the March Board of Review are Mon., March 14 th, 3:00
p.m. – 9:00 p.m. and Tues., March 15th, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Disabled Veterans are encouraged to apply for the 2021 exemption at the March Board of Review to have the exemption
granted prior to any tax billings being mailed.
The 2022 Inflation Rate Multiplier is 3.3%, as published by the Michigan State Tax Commission. The formula for calculating
2022’s capped (taxable) value is:
((2021 TAXABLE VALUE - LOSSES) x 1.033) + ADDITIONS
Property owners are always welcome to review the parcel record card that holds the attributes of their property. It is a continual
effort to ensure Laketown has accurate information for each parcel. No one is a better source of that information than the
property owner. Citizens may want to verify that the Township has a correct mailing address on file. With each mailing of
materials from the Township several envelopes are returned indicating the address is no longer valid. We rely on the property
owner to notify the Township if a mailing address has changed.

Treasurer’s Trove

by Gary Dewey, Treasurer
Laketown is an awesome place to live and enjoy nature, the
lake, and the friendly atmosphere. I have been blessed to live
here and have served the township since 1988. We need to
continue to be careful with development to maintain our
character and culture.
Our township finances are doing well and our cash reserves
are at about 20%. Winter 2021 tax bills were sent the first
week of December and many have been paid. The Hamilton
School District levies millage on the winter tax bill only so
residents in that district will see a higher winter bill. Winter
tax bills are due on or before February 14, 2022, and
postmarks are not honored in determining payment. Interest/
penalty fees will be added to payment made after this date.
Covid-19 concerns continue to be an issue so please
consider making a contact-free payment by using the locked
drop-box at the front entrance of the building or mailing your
payment. Cash payment is discouraged during this time. If
you would like a stamped receipt, please return the full
statement with payment and one will be mailed to you. Credit
card and electronic check payments are available online.
Additional fees are added by the servicing agent for all
electronic payments. Please visit www.laketowntwp.org and
follow the “Online Payments” link for additional information.
The last day to make payment of 2021 taxes in the township
office is February 28, 2022. All delinquent taxes as of March
1 will be turned over to the Allegan County Treasurer for
collection and additional interest and penalty fees will be
added at that time. Contact the Allegan County Treasurer at
1-269-673-0260 after March 1, 2022, for payoff amounts.
Please contact me with any questions and thank you for your
support for me as a public servant.

Clerk’s Corner

by

Michelle Sall/Clerk & Jenifer French/Deputy Clerk
VOTER REGISTRATION: You may check if you are
registered to vote, file an application for an absentee ballot,
see your sample ballot for an upcoming election, track the
status of your absentee ballot, etc. online at the State of
Michigan website: https://vote.michigan.gov/mvic/.
Public records do not show your voting choices.
ABSENTEE BALLOTS: Applications can be obtained
online at the State of Michigan website noted above or the
Laketown Township website at: laketowntwp.org/; or by
contacting the Township office at 616-335-3050.
PERMANENT ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUESTS: You
have the option to be placed on a list to automatically receive
by mail an absentee ballot request. To do this, please email
jenifer@laketowntwp.org.

Michigan Assessor’s Legislative Committee
appoint Heather Jahr
The Board would like to recognize and congratulate Township
assessor Heather Jahr on her recent appointment to the
Michigan Assessor’s Association Legislative Committee.
States Jahr, “I will work with the committee to review and
discuss legislation and give our opinions of the Senate and
House Bills to lobbyists and elected officials. I am honored to
receive this appointment and look forward to the work
involved.”

A Successful Holiday Season
at the Felt Estate by Patty Meyer
We experienced another exceptional holiday season at the
Felt Estate this year. We kicked off the season with Winterfest.
Although attendance was slightly lower due to Covid-19 (and
that was a good thing because we could social distance more
effectively), everyone in attendance had a great time. We had
visitors from all over the State with many new faces. What a
joy to see children enjoying a historic structure. As many of
you know, most historic structures constantly say to children
“don’t touch!” But at the Felt Estate, our mantra is “touch!” We
want children, young and old, to immerse themselves in
history. We have a working Comptometer, Dorr Felt’s famous
invention, on display for children to use and enjoy.
Winterfest featured horse-drawn wagon rides, face-painting,
goodie bags for kids, a replica of the mansion made from
Legos, cupcakes, and, of course, a visit from Santa, Mrs.
Claus and their elves. Many thanks to the Davis Family,
Laketown residents, who provided the wonderful goodie bags
--- and who all dressed up as elves to hand them out. What a
treat for the children! Many thanks to the Parks Commission
for underwriting Winterfest.
But kids aren’t the only ones having fun at the Felt during the
holiday season. Senior groups love to tour and see the holiday
decorations. Recently, a group from Freedom Village took a
guided tour, and enjoyed a lunch catered by Spectators. We
love partnering with our business neighbors. (Many thanks to
Pat Paquette, a resident of Laketown, and to Spectators for
their years of loyal and friendly partnership.) The senior group
was so bowled over by the tour and lunch that they
immediately scheduled another tour for other residents – and
some of the same seniors are coming back again!
This year, our theme was the 1920s – the era during which
Dorr Felt built the mansion for his wife, Agnes. Known for its
glamour and glitz, the 1920s make for a gorgeous theme for
the holiday season. The Felt featured over 25 trees this year,
trees decorated with themes that highlighted the various
periods of Felt history: the Felt Family years, the Seminary
years, the prison years - right up to the present-day era as a
historic home.
But the very best part of the holiday season is this:
“If my 20-year career at the Felt is just about restoring a historic
home, then my work has been in vain. Because, as we’ve
seen in the destruction of recent tornadoes, any structure
made by mankind can be destroyed in a moment’s time. In the
end, it’s just a house. But what cannot be destroyed, what
lives beyond us, is a far greater restoration project: restoring
one another. Life is a restoration project.” - Patty

If you are interested in renting the Felt Estate for a private
event, or if you would like a guided tour, please call
616-335-8982.

Parks Activity

by Thomas Shuff, Chair

Christmas arrived early this year for the Laketown parks system,
on December 23rd we closed on the purchase of two parcels of
land at the Laketown Beach Park. The two lots are near the road
and the parking lot area of the park. The purchase price was
$177,000 and will be paid with a grant from the Michigan Natural
Resource Trust Fund. In addition, the sellers of the land have
generously donated to the township 25-percent of the value of
the sale. The out-of-pocket expense to the township will be less
than $10,000. This accomplishment is the result of the hard
work of Township Manager Al Meshkin and respective
committee and staff members. We will continue the work of
improving and expanding our parks system.
Each year the Parks Commission supports a partnership with the
Outdoor Discovery Center (ODC) to provide free recreational
activities in our parks throughout the year. See below for 2022
events.
The Parks Commission meets the third Wednesday of each
month at 6:00 p.m. at the Township Hall. We welcome your
attendance.

Herrick District Library News
by Andrea Goodell

Winter Challenge: Hygge with Herrick
Read, reflect, and relax when you join Herrick District
Library for its Winter Challenge. Earn four or more
badges from any reading or Hygge-inspired category and
stop in to either library location from Feb. 15 - 28 to pick
up a mug full of happiness. The Danish word hygge
(pronounced hoo-gah) means “a quality of coziness and
contentment.” Sign up online at herrickdl.beanstack.org
or visit the library for a paper chart. For more events, visit:
herrickdl.bibliocommons.com/events.

2022 Park Events with the Outdoor Discovery Center:
In partnership with the Outdoor Discovery Center (ODC), another year of free, fun, outdoor activities are planned in Laketown
parks. Events are led by an ODC staff and require pre-registration at: https://outdoordiscovery.org/programs/#calendar.
2/11/22 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Superb Owl Prowl
Sanctuary Woods
Dress for the weather! Hike Sanctuary Woods in search of resident and migratory owls. Using calls, Eastern Screech, Barred and
Great Horned Owls may be seen along the way. Flashlights are welcome. This hike includes approximately 170 stairs up a dune.
4/8/22
11:00-12:00 p.m. Woodland Walk
Sanctuary Woods
Explore the sights and sounds of spring at Sanctuary Woods. The hike includes the lower and upper trail loop of this amazing dune
ecosystem to see what animals and plants are ready for spring – search for migrating birds, beautiful wildflowers, and active mammals.
This hike includes approximately 170 stairs.
5/20/22 4:00-5:30 p.m.
Frog Catching!
Farview Park
Families are invited to meet a naturalist at Farview Park in search of amphibians, insects, and other aquatic life. Collection tubs and
dip nets will be provided. Old shoes or boots that can go into the water are recommended. No sandals or bare feet please.
6/13/22 10:00-11:00 a.m. Little Explorers
Wolters Woods
Explore the nature trail as only a preschooler could do. Find colors, shapes, and textures on the easily accessible trails of Wolters
Woods. All materials will be provided. At the conclusion of the program, feel free to make time to play on the playground.
7/22/22 11:00-12:00 p.m. Blueberry Fields Forever
Huyser Farm
Learn about blueberries and how they have become a West Michigan industry. Bring collection buckets to pick and take home free
berries from the large u-pick organic blueberry field. Sturdy shoes and insect repellent are encouraged.
8/23/22 4:00-5:30 p.m.
Frog Catching!
Farview Park
Families are invited to meet a naturalist at Farview Park in search of amphibians, insects, and other aquatic life. All collection tubs
and dip nets will be provided. Old shoes or boots that can be worn into pond water are recommended. No sandals or bare feet please .
9/08/22 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Explore with your Senses Shore Acres Township Park
Use all your senses on this walk-through Shore Acres Township Park. Under the guidance of an ODC naturalist, see, touch, smell,
and taste your way along the dune trails and learn how many of Michigan's native animals use their senses. This activity is perfect
for adventurous 4 to 9-year-olds.
10/7/22 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Night Hike
Huyser Farm
Take a guided walk through the woods at twilight using your senses to find out how much you can
see, hear, and touch in the dark. Learn how nocturnal animals use their senses to survive in the night.

Fire Department News
by Chief Doug DenBleyker
As we close out 2021, I will begin this newsletter with some
statistics from the past year. The Graafschap Fire Department
has seen a year over year increase in call volume for the last 12
years and this year is no exception. Following are some
highlights from 2021:





We ended the year with a total of 850 calls for service,
this is a 2.5% increase over 2020.
There were 574 calls in Laketown, 203 calls in
Fillmore.
We assisted other fire departments 73 times and had
assistance from others 24 times.
Our average response time to all calls for service in
2021 was 4.80 minutes.

Graafshaap Fire Department washer/extractor.

This past year we added a room in the apparatus bays to clean
our turn-out gear. The washer/extractor and drying cabinet were
purchased with funds from a past grant. These items will greatly
reduce the time needed to clean and return our gear to service.
The Live Burn Training Facility we built in 2018 with six other
fire departments has been a great asset, we continually train at
the facility, and invaluable experience is gained by new and
seasoned fire fighters each time we utilize it.
We were recently awarded a DNR grant that will be used to
purchase a hose reel for one of our off-road vehicles and misc.
wildland firefighting tools that we do not currently have.
The drone that we are collectively purchasing with Hamilton and
Saugatuck Fire Departments has been ordered. Training and
pilot testing will happen this winter, and plans are the drone will
be in service by this spring. There are many uses for this unique
piece of equipment that will be jointly owned by the three fire
departments.
Longtime member and former Chief Cal Haverdink retired from
the Fire Department on November 1, 2021. Cal retired as Chief
in 2015 but stayed on the Department running daytime calls
during the week. We would like to wish Cal the best in his
retirement and thank him for his 44 years of dedicated service
to the citizens of Fillmore and Laketown Townships.
Are you, or someone you know interested in giving back to your
community? Becoming a fire fighter is a rewarding way to
accomplish that, we are currently accepting applications for
paid-on-call fire fighters. Email us at chief@graafschapfire.org
or call 616.396.4060 for details.
If you are using alternative heating sources to heat your home
this winter, please make sure that they are designed for that
purpose. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
reach out. Have a safe and Happy New Year.

Graafshap Fire Department drying cabinet.

Howell, continued from front page.
The month also includes a tour of the Holland
Community Pool (which is supported by a voter
approved millage for those in precinct one- the Holland
Public School district); a meeting of the Fire Board to go
over this year’s proposed budget, staffing, and
equipment needs; and meetings with the Macatawa
Area Coordinating Council, among others.
Starting a new year is busy but it brings a certain
excitement for all the good things to come…like spring.
Please stay well and continue to look out for one
another.

Do you have carbon monoxide alarms in your home? If you do not or the alarms are older than seven years old, they need to
be replaced. If you need help checking the dates on the alarms or cannot afford new alarms reach out to us at 616.396.4060.
We would be happy to stop and make sure you have what you need.
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