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Laketown Meeting Calendar

August
2 - Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m.
2 - Planning Commission
9 - Township Board
16 - Parks and Recreation
23 - ZBA

September
6 - Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m.
6 – Planning Commission
13 – Township Board
14 - Summer Taxes Due
20 - Parks and Recreation

A Life Well Spent: I was out of state in
Colorado just a few weeks ago when I received word
that our former Fire Chief, Dave Den Bleyker, passed
away. Chief Dave was a valued and innovative leader
of the Graafschap Fire Department. He actually lived
in Fillmore Township, our partner township in
providing quality fire and rescue services. Chief Dave
was well liked and always enjoyed his informal title of
“The Mayor of Graafschap”. We’ll miss his ready
smile and the sound of his restored VW buzzing
around the Graafschap area. We mourn the loss of a
good friend and a community volunteer.

encourage gun owners to be sensitive to their
neighbor’s concerns. Do not discharge guns in
residential areas; do not target practice or sight in
weapons near occupied buildings and, if you are in a
safe and acceptable area always be sure that you have
an adequate back stop to prevent a tragic accident.

“Summertime and the Livin’ is Easy”: We
live in what I consider the most beautiful area in
Michigan. We have a series of parks and open
recreational areas that are available for your use and
enjoyment and I encourage you to utilize them on a
regular basis. Locations, uses and maps of each park
A Suggestion to Prevent an Accident: On a and open space areas are available at the township hall
fairly regular basis either I, the township office or the or on the township’s web
Allegan County Sheriff’s Office receive complaints
site. Please enjoy the
regarding the discharge of weapons in residential areas summer – have fun,
or near occupied buildings. This is obviously not
drive safely and enjoy
acceptable behavior and clearly a danger to our
your time with family
residents. I consider myself a responsible gun owner
and friends!
and hunter (Michigan, South Dakota, Wyoming and
Colorado) and I’d like to believe that other gun
owners and sport persons are equally responsible. I

27 - ZBA

October
4 - Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m.

Thursdays at the Felt
Concert Series Brings Together Community

4 - Planning Commission
11 - Township Board
18 - Parks and Recreation
25 - ZBA

All meetings at 7:00 p.m. at
the township hall unless
otherwise noted

Thank you to everyone who came out and enjoyed our free summer concert series, Thursdays at the Felt. Our
bands were incredible this year, and everyone had a great time.
If you are interested in renting the Felt Estate for your next family or business event, please contact Staci at
616-335-3050 or events@feltmansion.org
The Felt Estate is on the National Register of
Historic Places and is a Michigan Historic Site. We
are one of only a handful of restoration projects
that achieved LEED-EB Gold certification while
keeping the historic integrity of the structure intact. Our community preservation project is
known around the state and beyond as a “best
practice” in restoration for adaptive use. For more
information about the Felt Estate, please see our
website www.feltmansion.org

Treasurer’s Trove

Laketown Township Treasurer, Gary Dewey

Wildlife abounds in Laketown and I have seen deer, fox,
rabbits, many birds, a variety of butterflies, but not as many wildflowers as usual. I am a biologist and nature lover and Laketown
offers a lot of natural beauty.
Many residents still ask me about my health and I praise
God that I am still cancer free.
Summer tax bills have been
mailed and payment will be due on
or before September 14, 2017. PostSeptember 14
marks are not honored as a payment
date and we always appreciate
prompt payment.
Hamilton Public School
District taxes are only collected for
the winter tax cycle as the school
district has requested and so residents in that district will have a larger
winter tax bill.
Some residents may be eligible for deferment of taxes or
qualify for a hardship exemption. Applications for deferment of
taxes must be applied for both summer and winter taxes. Hardship
exemptions are granted by the Board of Review and must be applied for annually. Applications are available at the township office
or call (616) 335-3050 with questions.
As part of our commitment to provide citizens with efficient, convenient service, Laketown Township has recently partnered with Point & Pay to offer credit/debit card payment of taxes
and fees through the internet and in the office. American Express,
Discover, Master Card and Visa credit/debit cards and electronic
checks are accepted.
Point & Pay, the service provider, charges a 3% convenience fee (with a minimum charge of $2) for credit/debit card pay-

From the Fire Department
This newsletter, not by planning,
will contain three great pieces of information that have all taken place in the last
three months.
1 - In April, we made the last payment on our building bond. This loan originated in 2000 when the new Fire Station
was completed.
The original
bond was for 20
years, but was refinanced and the
length was reduced to 17
years. The station is a great example of the
cooperative efforts and vision of Fillmore
and Laketown Townships, along with the
support of you, our residents.
2 - Next, I am happy to report that
our ISO rating was recently reduced from a
6 to a 5/10. The rate change applies to all

ment processing. There is a $3 flat fee
for electronic check transactions up
to $10,000 and a $10 flat fee for transactions over $10,000.
Summer tax payments may
be made from July 1st through the last
day of February, unless it falls on the
weekend and is then extended to the next business day. Winter tax
payments may be made from December 1st through the last day of
February, unless it falls on the weekend and is then extended to
the next business day.
Interest/penalty may be added to payments made after
original due date. Please see your tax statement for exact due
dates. Any unpaid taxes as of March 1st are considered delinquent
and must be paid to Allegan County Treasurer. Contact the Allegan County Treasurer at (269) 673-0260 for pay-off and mailing
instructions.
I have lived in Laketown since 1974-75 and loved the
township then and even more now. Our rural and natural character
still prevails and we all enjoy that. People desire to be in this area
and realtors have a difficult time keeping up with demand for housing. We have a couple of developments in progress now. That alters
the character but fits within our masterplan. But it does create some
conflict. We have had some conflict on the fiber issue and I would
plea for reasonable civil discourse on all issues. We are blessed to
live in the USA where we are free by first amendment right to offer
opinion, but let us keep in mind we are friends and neighbors and
all have the same goal in mind- a great township, state, and nation
that we can be proud of.

Fire Chief Doug Den Bleyker

homes and businesses within five road miles
of the Graafschap Fire Station or any of our
auto-aid departments, Saugatuck, Hamilton,
Overisel, Park and Holland City. This rating
is used by numerous insurance companies
as one of the guides to determine your
home owner’s insurance rates. The lower
the number the better the fire department
scored. These scores are determined by an
audit of the Graafschap Fire Department,
looking at items such as training, tools and
equipment in our fleet, maintenance, testing
of pumps, ladders, hose, available water
supply etc. The new rate of 5 will go into
effect on September 1, 2017, so when your
homeowner’s policy comes due after September 1, contact your insurance agent to
see if the ISO rate change will affect your
insurance premiums.
3 - Lastly, we reported in previous
newsletters that we were awarded AFG,

Assistance to Fire Firefighters Grants. On
June 28, 2017, we were contacted by Senator Debbie Stabenow’s office that this year
we were awarded an AFG in the amount of
$141,715. This grant has a 5% match of
$7,085 that is our responsibility. The grant
will be used to replace the SCBA, SelfContained Breathing Apparatus, that were
purchased with an AFG grant in 2001, the
first year that these grants were available. I
would personally like to thank, Chief Greg
Janik and Deputy Chief Chris Mantels from
the Saugatuck Fire Department for their
assistance during this grant process. We are
happy that we can bring some Federal tax
dollars back to Laketown and Fillmore
Townships.
Check out our Facebook page for
news and views of your Graafschap Fire
Department. Have a safe and enjoyable
summer.

See You in The Parks
With summer in full swing, it’s the busiest time for activities in the parks. New signs have been posted to heighten the
awareness of park hours. Several locations have gates which are
opened and closed each day. For those with “Dawn to Dusk”
hours, it’s very important that visitors exit the parking lot prior to
complete darkness due to safety issues, gate closures, and to avoid
being locked in.

Michelle Sall
For fishing enthusiasts, Farview Park boasts a wonderful
inland lake approximately a half mile walk down the trail. New this
summer will be the installation of a 6’ x 12’ floating dock which is
expected to be completed soon. The bench seating along the shore
will be relocated due to erosion issues in that location.

We continue to await news on the grant applications
which were submitted this past winter to the Michigan Natural
Security, vandalism, and upkeep of the Huyser farm Resources Trust Fund for beach expansion to improve accessibilhouse, buildings, and property has been a topic on the Parks agen- ity, and the Recreation Passport (MDNR) grant to purchase and
da every year. The land use
install a restroom facility for Sanctuary Woods. A deciand development of the
sion is expected in the fall.
park is protected by the
During the month of July, you may see students from the
Land Conservancy of West
Holland Youth Connections Initiative completing park
Michigan. In May, the
maintenance a few days each week. This is a program
parks commission meeting
from the City of Holland which provides sponsorship
was held at the gazebo and
opportunities for “at-promise” youth to earn a paycheck
a walking tour of the trails
while working on community improvements.
and building was provided
The 5-year Community Parks and Recreation Plan is beto those in attending
reviewed for revisions to include accomplishments,
ance. Interest has been
changes
in the community, and future goals. Please join
expressed within the townus
at
the
Township
Hall on Wed., Aug. 16, 2017 for a free hot
ship for a caretaker for the property. For this reason, the commisdog
‘n
fixings
meal
and planning session from 6-7 pm. Weather
sion is seeking formal Requests for Proposals from interested parpermitting,
we
will
be
in
the gazebo. A draft of the 2018-2022 plan
ties in the renovation, maintenance and caretaking of the Huyser
Farm Homestead. Proposals should be submitted to the township will be available, which will be submitted for approval at a public
office by Friday, Sept. 1. More information can be found on the hearing in September. An approved plan is a requirement in order
to apply for future grant funding.
Parks page on the township website.
Parks meetings are held the third Wednesday of every
month at 7 pm and we welcome your attendance and input.

HUNDREDS TURN OUT FOR
GRAAFSCAHAP FIRE DEPT
Annual 4th Of July
PANCAKE BREAKFAST
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Laketown Begins Household Hazardous Waste Program
Laketown Township will begin its household hazardous waste collection program this year. This is a new program and it is sure to experience some growing pains. The dates for this year are August 26, September 30 and October 28. Times are from 8 am to 11:30 am. The
collection will occur at Chef Container / Westshore Recycling and Transfer Station at 4338 60 th Street.
In order to control the flow of people and quantities disposed at the collection site we will be issuing coupons for these scheduled dates.
You must contact Chef to request a coupon. Either call 616-494-0561 or email sales@chefcontainer.com . Don’t wait to the last minute
to get your coupon, they will be limited!
The coupons will have an expiration date on them. You may use them only as dated. Accounts must be in good standing at Chef before
a coupon can be issued. Proof of residency and account will be required at time of disposal. Because of the legal chain of custody required on hazardous waste you will be required to sign a disposal form.
These lists show the types of waste that will
and will not be accepted. As this program
evolves the lists may change. Westshore Recycling and Transfer Station reserves the right to
reject any items deemed not acceptable to this
program for whatever reason.

ACCEPTED ITEMS
Aerosol cans
Antifreeze
Batteries
Battery acids
Detergents
Degreasers
Drain cleaners
Fertilizers
Gasoline
Grease
Inks
Light bulbs
Mercury
Oil
Oil base Paint
Paint thinner
Pesticides
Propane
Solvents
Thermometers

ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED
Compost
Asbestos items
Lead paint items
General waste cleaners
Electronics
Freon Products
Latex Paint
Tires

Other Services Available with our Chef Contract
Laketown Township renewed our single waste hauler contract with Chef Container in December, 2016. You are probably already
aware of the weekly curbside refuse and recycling service available to you at our reduced group pricing. And a previous article in this
issue announced our new household hazardous waste program that will begin next month. Did you know the following additional
services are included in our contract?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

You receive one coupon annually to bring a truck load or a trailer load of bulky waste to Chef.
You receive curb side Christmas tree recycling from January 1 to January 15.
If you are physically unable to bring your trash and recyclables to the curbside Chef will pick them up at your door side at
no additional cost.
Future price increases are limited to the annual Consumers Price Index.
Quarterly (and annual) fuel surcharges are linked to an index and must float up and down with that index.
If you pay for one year in advance you are only charged for eleven months.
You can place small amounts of bulky waste next to your container that do not fit in your container.

The Benefits of Historic Preservation – Patty Meyer, Director, Friends of the Felt Estate
Because Laketown Township has, for the past 15 years, participated
in several historic preservation projects, knowing the real benefits
of historic preservation is important for the community. Here are
the benefits as pointed out by the Washington Trust for Historic
Preservation:

Simultaneously, preservation can be a tool to boost economy and
quality of life.

Local residents benefit through interpretive components such as
learning and recreational activities that complement an historic
site’s didactic offerings and illustrate a special meaning between its
Environmental Benefit
past, present and future. The more the community is involved, the
more attractive and effective an area will become for locals and
On its most basic level, the practice of historic preservation is the
practice of conserving resources. Not only do restoration and rede- visitors.
velopment consume less energy than demolition and new construction, but preservation also recovers the worth of past energy investEconomic Benefit
ment. Demolition and new construction not only consume presentday energy, but negates and wastes the past energy investment
In the past, historic preservation has been considered a luxury pracmade in a building. Preservation is a remarkably effective method tice, but in recent years, research of the economic and public beneof sustainability.
fits have revealed that it is a powerful tool in sustaining local economy, creating jobs, and even generating capital. The aesthetic, cultural and historical benefits of preservation are well known, but now,
Cultural Benefit
communities are realizing that there are positive economic effects
Architecture is a direct and substantial representation of history and also.
place. By preserving historic structures, we are able to share the
A number of sudies have been conducted throughout the United
very spaces and enviStates in recent years, analyzing the economic benefits of historic
ronments in which the
preservation on property values. The results, on both state and local
generations before us
levels, have consistently reported that properties in historic districts
lived. Historic preservaappreciate significantly faster than comparable properties not locattion is the visual and
ed in historic districts. Property value is determined by the buyers
tangible conservation of
and sellers of the market and when dealing with historic properties,
cultural identity.
those buyers and sellers must recognize the significance of the historic properties in order for the value to remain high. Studies have
Architecture is one asgiven evidence that we, as a society, value those buildings and
pect of our heritage
with which we can interact and adapt. Some buildings have specific homes that represent our collective history. These findings make
investment in historic properties economically beneficial.
historic context and must be meticulously and exactly preserved.
Most buildings, however, must be lived in, interacted with and
maintained by the public. These buildings change with us, thus re- While Laketown Township does not have a historic district per se,
cording a piece of each generation’s story. We have an obligation to having historic buildings preserved within the township has similar
respect this community resource and preserve it for future genera- benefits. Thank you to all of those residents who support historic
preservation within Laketown Township.
tions. Preservation works within the established history and location of cities and towns to build on the rich culture already at hand.
In addition to solidifying a
community’s past, preservation can help strengthen a
community’s future. Historic
buildings help create vibrant,
cultural downtowns that
draw tourism, art, festivals,
and other activities which in
turn draw investment, revenue, and economic growth.
A dynamic historic downtown can be the centerpiece
of community life: a place to
shop, invest, create and live.

Laketown Township
4338 Beeline Road
Holland, Michigan 49423
Phone: (616) 335-3050
Fax: (616) 335-5459
www.laketowntwp.org
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Laketown Township Board

Township Staff

Allegan County Directory

Township Office - (616) 335-3050

Manager - Al Meshkin

County Commissioner -

Supervisor - Terry Hofmeyer

Assessor - Paul Smith

Dean Kapenga - (616) 218-2599

Treasurer - Gary Dewey

Administrative Assistants: Kathy Stoike, Charlene
Fields, Jenifer French, Noah Sall, Diane Ybarra,
Staci Veldt

Animal Control – (269) 673-0519

Clerk - Wendy Van Huis
Trustee - Linda Howell
Trustee - Ed Stielstra
Planning Commission Chair - Bob Slikkers
Zoning Board of Appeals Chair - David Weishaar
Parks and Recreation Chair - Michelle Sall

Facilities Operations - Dan Williams
Graafschap Fire Department - (616) 396-4060
Building Inspector - Al Ellingsen - (269) 214-2382
Mechanical Inspector & Plumbing Inspector Bob Modreske (616) 477-4940
Electrical Inspector - Gordon Bosch - (616) 396-1448

Central Dispatch – (269) 673-3899
County Clerk – (269) 673-0450
Drain Commissioner – (269) 673-0440
Health Department – (269) 673-5411
Register of Deeds – (269) 673-0390
Road Commission – (269) 673-2184
Senior & Veterans Services – 877-673-5333
County Treasurer – (269) 673-0260

Streets Lights – contact Consumers Energy 800- 477-5050 or email at customer@consumers.engery.com
State Representative - Mary Whiteford (517) 373-0836
State Senator Tonya Schuitmaker (517) 373-0793
U.S. Congressman - Fred Upton – (269) 982-1986

