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Terry Hofmeyer, Laketown Township Supervisor
"Summer Time and the Livin' is Easy...."

Laketown Calendar

August
2 - Election Day
3 - Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m.
3 - Planning Commission
10 - Township Board
17 - Parks

Oh, yes, we've all heard the song and if you're a
resident or visitor, Laketown Township is the place
to start your summer activities. For me, summer's
beginning is the Graafschap
Fire Department's Pancake
Breakfast and the
neighboring car show at the
Graafschap Christian
Reformed Church. The
church also houses a fine
collection on the history of
the Graafschap (Laketown
and Fillmore Townships)
area - it is well worth a visit.

24 - ZBA
September
5 - Office closed for Labor Day
7 - Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m.
7 - Planning Commission
14 - Township Board
21 - Parks and Recreation
28 - ZBA
October
5 - Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m.
5 – Planning Commission
11 - Last Day to Register To
Vote
12 – Township Board
19 - Parks and Recreation
26 - ZBA

All meetings at 7:00 p.m. at
the township hall unless
otherwise noted

Next on anyone's list should be one of the FREE
Thursday night concerts at the Felt Estate. Check
out the adjacent park and take a look at the solar
panels providing "green" renewable electric
energy. The
township
has nearly
300 acres of
open space
and park
land for you
to enjoy! A
map,
showing all
of parks is available at the township office. One
of our most popular areas during the summer
months is the Laketown Township Beach on
Lake Michigan. Parking is limited at the site and
I'd encourage you to arrive early or car pool if at
all possible.
Summer time township board meetings are
normally fairly quiet events - our budget has been
adopted; contracts for improvements at our
parks and on our roads have been signed and
we're kind of coasting toward fall.
This summer is proving to be a bit different with
packed meetings concerning the pros and cons
of internet and related services to every home
and property within the township. The proposal
suggested by your Board of Trustees failed at the
polls and although that vote stands, there are still
township residents and properties needing quality
internet service. I believe that we need to continue
to explore any options which will provide the service
at a cost acceptable to our residents before

considering a possible future vote. As always, we as
your board encourage your ideas and suggestions as
we seek a solution acceptable to a majority of our
residents.
We as a board will continue to pursue
our conversations with existing
internet carriers to determine if that
may be a feasible path to follow and
we will work with the State of
Michigan and our local legislators to
see if there is a method to provide a
special assessment or district
designation to provide quality
services for Laketown Township. I
remain confident that an acceptable solution will be
found. Thank you for your patience as we continue
with this process.

Clerk’s Corner Wendy VanHuis, Clerk & Jenifer French, Deputy Clerk
STATE PRIMARY ELECTION – AUGUST 2, 2016
ELECTION INFORMATON: The following offices will appear
on the August 2, 2016 Ballot: Congressional; Legislative; County;
Township Officials; Delegates to the County Convention; and one
Township proposal for fire, road, drain and bike path, and one
proposal for the Herrick District Library.
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MICHIGAN VOTING POLLS OPENING AND CLOSING TIMES: 7 AM
TO 8 PM

ABSENTEE BALLOTS: A voter who
wishes to receive an absentee ballot must
request it in writing from the clerk. An absentee ballot application form is available
online at www.laketowntwp.org, under the
SAMPLE BALLOT: A sample ballot is enclosed for your review. Elections and/or Forms tabs or at
If you find it helpful, feel free to take the sample ballot with you on https://vote.michigan.gov/mvic/.
Election Day.
The absentee ballot request must include a statutory reason why the
SINGLE PARTY VOTING: Voters decide which party primary voter is eligible to receive an absentee ballot and the applicant’s
they wish to participate in by VOTING ONLY IN THE COLsignature as follows:
UMN OF THEIR PARTY CHOICE. Please note, you will not
1) 60 years of age or more
be able to “split” your ticket and must confine votes to a single
2) Physically unable to attend the polls without the asparty column.
VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINES: If you are not currently registered to vote, the deadline to register for the upcoming
elections are as follows:




Last day to register for the August 2, 2016, Primary
Election (was) – July 5
Last day to register for the November 8, 2016, General Election (is) – October 11

VOTER REGISTRATION: Check to see if you are registered to
vote, print out an application for an absentee ballot, see your sample ballot for the upcoming election, track the status of your absentee ballot, verify your voter registration on line at the Michigan
Secretary of State’s Office at https://vote.michigan.gov/mvic/.

3)
4)
5)
6)

sistance of another
Expects to be absent from the community in which
registered for the entire time the polls are open
Confined to jail awaiting arraignment or trial
Has been appointed an Election Inspector in a precinct outside of his or her precinct of residence
Is unable to attend the polls because of the tenets of
religion

PERMANENT ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUESTS: You
may qualify to receive an absentee ballot as indicated above, and
request to be on an automatic absentee ballot request by mail. If
you would like to be on the Permanent Absentee Ballot List please
inquire, email: jenifer@laketowntwp.org or call us at 335.3050

Restoration Continues at the Felt Estate
Many changes are happening at the Felt Estate this year! Our restoration continues – thanks to the
support from the community. In April, we added a 40 ft. x 100 ft semi-permanent tent west of the
mansion. This new tent will serve as an event center for receptions and other events. Having a
semi-permanent structure will save on the wear and tear on our lawn (and sprinkler system!) –
which get pretty abused when tents are going up and down every week.
At the carriage house, we added two new ADA restrooms, a community room, a storage room,
and a food prep area. Many thanks to the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs that gave us an $11,500 grant for this work.
Next year, we hope to replace the crumbling concrete on the north side of the carriage house to make it handicap accessible. So, please
remember the Felt Estate in your giving plans for 2016. The Friends of the Felt Estate is a 501c3 organization,
and your gift will be tax-deductible.
Our Thursdays at the Felt concert series was very successful and so much fun this summer. We hope you had a
chance to join us. What a joy to be able to provide free, family friendly entertainment to our community. Not only
does this give families a wholesome, outdoor activity, but it also exposes them to the history of the Felt Estate.
Thankfully, interest in the Felt Estate as a Michigan Historic site, a cultural center for art experiences, and as an
event venue continues to grow. The recent changes are a result of that growth – and will also bring in more
growth. A very big thank you to all of those who attend our events and who become Friends of the Felt Estate, supporting our restoration of the estate. Life is a restoration project.
For more information about our project and ways you can give and be involved, see the website at www.feltmansion.org.

From the Fire Department

Fire Chief Doug Den Bleyker
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I would like to start this newsletter by updating you on a couple of projects we have been working on. First is the replacement of some
fluorescent lighting with LED lighting at the fire station. We received a rebate of $828.35 from the Holland BPW for the replacement of
6 fluorescent night- light fixtures in the apparatus bay of the fire station. The total cost for this project is $1,020.00 and we will see a reduction of $50 per month on our electric bill. This project should be completed in the next month. We are also looking at other LED
options and areas where we can reduce our energy bills.
Over the last year our truck committee has been working on putting together specifications for a new fire engine, and on June 23rd the
Fire Board approved the purchase of a Rosenbauer Pumper through its local dealer Emergency Vehicles Plus. The new engine will be a
4-wheel drive with a compressed air foam system. This engine will replace a 1985 engine that has exceeded its life expectancy of 25 years.
The Fire Board also approved updating some aging equipment that includes a new set of air bags that were purchased in 1990 that have a
life expectancy of 18 years. These lifting bags have many uses but are primarily used to lift heavy items that are preventing someone from
escaping a certain hazard. The Board also approved the purchase of a new set of extrication tools - “the jaws of life”. The new Hurst
eDRAULIC tools are battery operated, and will allow for quicker deployment, and will eliminate the need for gasoline. Our current set of
extrication tools were purchased in 1988 and have a life expectancy of 20 years. We will also replace two AED’s that were purchased in
2001.
Lastly I would like to address fire hydrants and the clearance that is needed so we can safely use them if needed. Fire hydrants are required to have a 3-foot clearance around all sides so there is sufficient room for firefighters to hook hoses to and be able to safely operate around the hydrants. If you have a fire hydrant in your yard and there are shrubs planted near it, please take a moment and make sure
there are the proper clearances. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 616 396-4060 or chief@graafschapfire.org.
Have a safe and enjoyable summer.

Treasurer’s Trove

Laketown Township Treasurer, Gary Dewey

What a beautiful spring and early summer we have had! Wildflowers, wildlife, and insect life have been
abundant and we are blessed with and enjoy nature in Laketown.
I have updated residents with my cancer recovery and I am cancer free! Many residents supported me with prayer, comments, and
encouragement and that helped with my recovery.
On the business side:
Summer tax bills will be mailed the first week of July and will be due for payment on or before September 14, 2016. Remember that
postmarks are not honored as a payment date and we always appreciate prompt payment. Delinquent taxes for 2015 were sent to the
county and the county will pursue payment. Contact the Allegan County Treasurer (269)673-2060 for current payoff amount, mailing
instructions, or questions regarding delinquent taxes.
Current year (2016) taxes may be paid online by credit card or electronic check through our servicing agent, Official Payments. Follow
the "online Tax Payment" link on our website. To make credit card payments by phone call 800-272-9829 and use Jurisdiction code
7072. Additional fees are added to electronic payments and residents may visit our website www.laketownwp.org for more information.
Hamilton School District taxes are only collected for the winter tax cycle as they have requested. Residents in that school district will
have a larger winter tax bill.
Some residents may be eligible for deferment of taxes or qualify for a hardship exemption. Deferment applications must be filed
annually for both summer and winter taxes. Hardship exemptions are granted by the Board of Review and that application also must be
made annually. Applications are available at the township office or call (616)335-3050 with questions.
I am amazed and pleased with all the building going on in the township. We welcome new families, are thankful for an increased tax
base, and know that our new families will love being residents of Laketown. I love Laketown and love being a public servant. As we
work through some difficult issues, believe me that the whole board takes their responsibility seriously. We sincerely appreciate any and
all input we receive and encourage more resident participation in workshop and regular board meetings. Please also consider
involvement on a board, commission, or being a volunteer. This is your township - get involved!

See You in The Parks
To most people, summer usually means
family reunions, barbecues, bike rides, and
trips to the beach - all things that you can
do in the parks. Gazebos are located at
several parks which are a great place to
host a gathering. If you would like to reserve a space for your group or event, a
parks use reservation form is available on
the township website. Currently park use
is free and an application must be completed and approved in advance of an
event or activity. To receive an application and copy of the parks use policy,
please contact the office at 616-335-3050.

Michelle Sall

Michigan State University researchers
studying the field and crops during the
spring and summer – a true organic fruit
farm is a rare find. You may want to
bring mosquito spray with your picking
buckets!
Thank you to everyone who responded to
the parks survey included in the last
newsletter. Your input will be reviewed
and used to determine priorities, goals,
and improvements for parks and recreational activities. So far items topping the
list of interest are: beach access, a dog park, and improved restroom facilities.

It’s blueberry time! The fields at
Huyser Farm typically produce
blueberries mid-July to late August
due to the different varieties planted. This is a free u-pick park located
at 64th and 142nd. The fruit is not
sprayed with any pesticides or
chemicals and you may often find

Felt Estate Concert Series Huge Success
Thank you to all of the Laketown residents who supported the Felt
Estate by attending our Thursdays at the Felt summer concert series.
It was such a great success – rain or shine!! They are such a success
that we’ve already begun planning next year’s series.
Our 2017 Thursdays at the Felt summer concert series will have six
consecutive concerts. They will begin June 15 and go through July
20, 2017. Mark your calendars now for next year’s series. And once
again thank you so much for supporting our project and helping us
bring free musical experiences to the families of West Michigan.
We also want to thank our five sponsors who so generously gave
and made our concert series possible. Many thanks to our platinum
sponsors: Macatawa Bank and Consumers Energy Foundation; and
to our gold sponsors: I.H.S. Distributing (Miller Lite), Saugatuck
Brewing Company, and Fenn Valley Vineyards.
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From the Assessor

Paul Smith
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We often field questions regarding tax dollars
and where the money is spent. Please refer to the pie
chart below. As you can see, most of your taxes (68%) go
to fund the schools. The 2 mills for fire, roads, bike paths
& drains have been in place since the mid 1970’s and are
renewed every two years by a vote of the people. As the
name implies, this covers roadwork, bike paths, the
township portion of drain maintenance and fire
department expenses.
Township Operating revenue pays for all wages
(other than the firefighters), insurance, police, park and
cemetery maintenance, building maintenance, utilities,
legal fees and the other expenses associated with running
an office.
Other sources of revenue include state revenue
sharing payments, franchise fees (cable for example), fees
for service (building permit fees for example) and various
grants from both the state and federal governments.
Full copies of the budget are available at the
township office if you are interested in more detail.

Area Millage rates: 2015 data (Hamilton School millage rates are used unless noted)
Taxing Jurisdiction
Laketown
Fillmore
Heath
Holland City (Holland Schools)
Manlius

Non-PRE Rate
44.9133
46.4214
45.4872
58.9170
46.1257

PRE Rate
26.9133
28.4214
27.4872
40.9178
28.1257

Saugatuck Twp.

45.4740

27.4740

Saugatuck City (Saugatuck Schools)

57.8055

40.7824

Park Twp (Holland Schools)

47.7385

29.7385

Note: the Principal Residence Exemption (PRE) makes a big difference in your tax bill. Please be sure you are receiving it if you qualify. Also, recent legislation enables you to continue to get the PRE on a home that you are not living in if the home is for sale and is not
rented. As always, please call with any questions you may have.

PRIMARY ELECTION IS
TUESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2016
REMEMBER TO VOTE

Laketown Township
4338 Beeline Road
Holland, Michigan 49423
Phone: (616) 335-3050
Fax: (616) 335-5459
www.laketowntwp.org
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Laketown Township Board

Township Staff

Allegan County Directory

Township Office - (616) 335-3050

Manager - Al Meshkin

County Commissioner -

Supervisor - Terry Hofmeyer

Assessor - Paul Smith

Dean Kapenga - (616) 218-2599

Treasurer - Gary Dewey

Administrative Assistants: Kathy Stoike, Charlene
Fields, Jenifer French, Diane Ybarra, Staci Veldt

Animal Control – (269) 673-0519

Clerk - Wendy Van Huis
Trustee - Linda Howell
Trustee - Ed Stielstra

Facilities Operations - Dan Williams
Graafschap Fire Department - (616) 396-4060

Zoning Board of Appeals Chair - David Weishaar

Building Inspector - Al Ellingsen - (269) 214-2382
Mechanical Inspector & Plumbing Inspector Bob Modreske (616) 477-4940

Parks and Recreation Chair - Michelle Sall

Electrical Inspector - Gordon Bosch - (616) 396-1448

Planning Commission Chair - Bob Cook

Central Dispatch – (269) 673-3899
County Clerk – (269) 673-0450
Drain Commissioner – (269) 673-0440
Health Department – (269) 673-5411
Register of Deeds – (269) 673-0390
Road Commission – (269) 673-2184
Senior & Veterans Services – 877-673-5333
County Treasurer – (269) 673-0260

Streets Lights – contact Consumers Energy 800- 477-5050 or email at customer@consumers.engery.com
State Representative - Mary Whiteford (517) 373-0836
State Senator Tonya Schuitmaker (517) 373-0793
U.S. Congressman - Fred Upton – (269) 982-1986

