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Election
Tuesday
Nov. 8
Voters have several local issues
Polls open
7:00 a.m.
to 8:00 p.m.
For information
See Page 4

Parks millage request: Page 4
Sample ballots: Pages 5-7
Voters to choose governor, national,
state, county representatives; decide
several ballot issues.
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Parksthe
Activity
by Thomas Shuff, Chair
From
Assessor

Treasurer’s Trove
by Gary Dewey, treasurer

The Parks Commission has been working on two issues for
by
the past year and a half.

Heather

First, we have nearly completed the installation ofJahr
marquee
signs at the entrance of each park. In addition, we
developed two interior signs for seven of our parks. One
Questions:
sign will be placed at the park entrance and the signage
will
display the layout, trails, and a short history of the(616)
park. The
second sign will be inside the park and describe the
specific
355-3050
flora and fauna of the site.
Ext.1105
On April 20th, the Parks Commission unanimously passed
a resolution to request that the Township Board approve a
bond proposal to be placed on the ballot for the General
Election on November 8th, 2022. In support of our park
The
days the
remain
butis fall
is starting
to show
itstocolors
system,
bond warm,
proposal
to raise
1.2 million
dollars
around
As The
the summer
comes
be paidthe
off lakeshore.
over five years.
purpose ofseason
the bond
is to to a
construct,
furnish,
equip studies
new restrooms
in valuation
all the
close
the sales
and and
appraisal
that guide
of
township
parks.
real
property
take shape.

The sales study guiding valuation of the Residential class of
property considers sales from 4/1/2020 to 3/31/2022 and
indicates, approximately, a 13 percent increase in value for
residentially classed parcels. Recent increases in interest
rates are helping to cool this “hot market” but Laketown
remains an extremely desirable area to own property within
Allegan County.
It is important to note this sales study is used to adjust the
assessed value of a parcel, which is meant to reflect 50
percent of market value, though taxes are based on the
taxable value of a parcel which is annually determined to be
the lesser of the assessed value or capped value. Below is
the capped value (CV) formula:
CV = ((Previous Year Taxable Value – Losses) x
Consumer Price Index) + Additions.
Capped value is adjusted annually based on the inflation rate
multiplier which is calculated using the Consumer Price Index
(CPI) from the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor
Statistics and set by the State of Michigan. If the inflation rate
multiplier exceeds 5 percent then 5 percent is used. Capped
value may also increase if new improvements are built or
discovered on a parcel in the course of annual review
(“Additions”). To date, the annual inflation rate multiplier has
never exceeded the 5 percent limitation. Though the state
has not officially released the inflation rate multiplier for use
in creation of the 2023 assessment roll, I suspect 2023 may
be the first year the 5 percent limitation could come into effect.
Please note the December Board of Review will meet Dec.
13 to review petitions regarding qualified errors and any
submitted exemption applications. Disabled veterans who
may have not yet applied for exemption for the 2022 tax year
are reminded to submit an application for consideration.

As I take my regular drive each week through
the township I continue to be amazed at the
natural beauty of Laketown. Wildlife,
wildflowers, and lakes and streams are
abundant and we get to enjoy them.
Many public and private entities had difficulty
during the time of the pandemic but Laketown
remains financially in great shape.
We have completed nearly all of our summer
tax collection. If you have not made payment,
please call the township office for the current
payoff amount.
Winter tax bills will be sent the first week of
December and are due on Feb. 14, 2023. If
you would like to pay in person before the end
of the calendar year, our last business day will
be Dec. 29, 2022. However, our drop box will
be available for drop-off payments through
Dec. 31, 2022. All unpaid taxes as of March 1,
2023 will be sent to Allegan County for
collection, interest and penalty fees will be
added to any unpaid balance.
Due to the increase in the number of postdated
checks, we will not be able to hold checks for a
future date. Credit/debit card payment options
are available in the office and online. An
electronic check payment option is available
online only and Personal Teller payment option
is available by calling (877) 495.2729.
Additional fees are charged by the servicing
agent for all credit/debit/electronic/phone
options.
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Graafschap Fire Department

by Chief Doug DenBlyker

It is critically important to develop a home escape plan
with all members of the household and practice it
regularly. In addition, this October represents the
100th anniversary of Fire Prevention Week, the nation’s
longest-running public health observance on record.
“This year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign capitalizes
on its milestone anniversary, celebrating all we’ve
accomplished in reducing the public’s risk to fire over the
past hundred years,” said Lorraine Carli, vice president
of the NFPA Outreach and Advocacy division. “At the
same time, the theme, ‘Fire Won’t Wait. Plan Your
Escape,’ addresses challenges that remain.”
According to NFPA data, home — the place people feel
safest from fire — is actually where they are at greatest
risk, with three-quarters (74 percent) of all U.S. fire
deaths occurring in homes. People are more likely to die
in a home fire today than they were in 1980.
“Today’s homes burn faster and hotter than they used
to, minimizing the amount of time they have to escape
safely,” said Carli. “In a typical home fire, you may have
as little as two minutes to get out from the time the
smoke alarms sound.”
Home escape plan
Developing a home escape plan with all members of the
household and practicing it regularly ensures that
everyone knows what to do:
-- Make sure your home escape plan meets the needs of
all your family members, including those with sensory or
physical disabilities.
-- Smoke alarms should be installed inside every
sleeping room, outside each separate sleeping area,
and on every level of your home. Smoke alarms should
be interconnected so when one sounds, they all sound.
-- Know at least two ways out of every room, if possible.
Make sure all doors and windows open easily.
-- Have an outside meeting place a safe distance from
your home where everyone should meet.
-- Practice your home fire drill at least twice a year with
everyone in the household.

Burn permit information
As you clean your yards this fall, please remember to call for
a burn permit.
If you live in a subdivision or where homes are close to each
other, permits will be issued on odd number days only.
You may call the fire station at (616) 396-4060 or the
township hall during business hours at (616) 335-3050.

Graafschap Fire Department Chief Doug DenBlyker
congratulates Wayne Mokma for 50 years of service to
the community presenting him with his 50-year pin.
Mokma is a legacy firefighter, serving with the department
just as his father did before him. For quite a few years, he
performed all the fleet maintenance for department. He
has worked with many firefighters through the years,
passing on the knowledge and skills and of the job.

Want to be a firefighter?
Have you ever wanted to give back to your
community and thought about being a paid-on-call
firefighter? It is not an easy job, but helping your
fellow residents is very rewarding.
We have a cadet program for those that are 16-18
years of age. The cadets start by learning the
basics of firefighting and attend training meetings
but are not allowed to participate in emergency
calls until they have completed the fire academy.
There is also a process for those over 18 years of
age.
If you have an interest or would like more
information please email the chief at
chief@graafschapfire.org or call the station at (616)
396-4060.
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Parks Activity

Clerk’s Corner

by Tom Shuff, chairperson, Parks and Recreation Commission

by Jenifer French,
deputy clerk

The parks issue
on the ballot
LAKETOWN TOWNSHIP
Township Parks Restroom
Bond Proposition

What started out as an idea, then a
conversation, has culminated with
the board of trustees approving a
$1.21 million bond proposal to be
placed on the November ballot. The
bond issue is to be paid off in no
longer than five years at a millage
rate of 0.4562.
The purpose of the bond is for the
construction of modern sanitary
restrooms for all of our parks –
Sanctuary Woods, Wolters Woods,
Farview, Laketown Beach, Shore
Acres, Huyser Farm and Township
Hall Park.
Our township does not have a
commercial or industrial base but
rather the core value of the
township is our residents and our
parks system. With the installation
of sanitary and modern restroom
facilities we are elevating our parks
system to a level that our residents
deserve!

Shall the Township of Laketown,
State of Michigan borrow the sum
of One Million Two Hundred Ten
Thousand Dollars ($1,210,000)
and issue its general obligation
unlimited tax bonds therefor in one
or more series for the purpose of
constructing, furnishing and
equipping new restrooms in the
following Township Parks: Wolters
Woods Park, Sanctuary Woods
Park, Township Hall Park, Shore
Acres Park, Farview Park,
Laketown Beach Park and Huyser
Farm Park including parking,
landscaping, access roadways
and other appurtenances?
The maximum number of years
the bonds may be outstanding is
not more than five (5) years. The
estimated millage in the first year
of the levy to repay the bonds is
0.4562 mills ($0.4562 per $1,000
of taxable value) and the simple
average annual millage over the
life of the bonds is 0.4565 mills
($0.4565 per $1,000 of taxable
value).
Yes
No

Gibson Cemetery
Before the arrival of cold weather and snow,
we ask that all flower baskets and
mementoes be removed from the gravesides
in the cemetery.

General Election
Nov. 8, 2022
Election information can be
obtained at:
www.michigan.gov/elections
Registration
The last day to register in any
manner other than in-person
with the local clerk is Monday,
Oct. 24.
Persons registering between
Oct. 25 through Nov. 8 may do
so in-person with the clerk with
proof of residency (MCL
168.492) at:
Laketown Township, 4338
Beeline Road, Holland, MI
49423, Monday through Friday
7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and
Saturday, Nov. 5, 7:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. We encourage you
to register early if you can.
Check the following website at
https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/ to
register to vote or find out if
you are registered to vote,
print out or sign up for an
application for an absentee
ballot, or view your sample
ballot for the upcoming
election, and track the status
of your absentee ballot.
Voting hours
Nov. 8: 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Sample ballots
for Laketown Township
Precinct 1: Holland Schools
Page 5
Precinct 2: Hamilton Schools
Page 6
Precinct 3: Saugatuck Schools
Page 7
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Sample Ballot Precinct 1: Holland Public Schools
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Sample Ballot Precinct 2: Hamilton Schools
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Sample Ballot Precinct 3: Saugatuck Public Schools

Having trouble reading any of these sample ballots?

Visit https://www.allegancounty.org/departments/elections
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The Felt Estate by Patty Meyer, director

Upcoming
events at
The Felt Estate

Autumn is one of the most beautiful times of the year at the Felt Estate. If
you have a chance to get outside on a crisp, fall day, walk our grounds.
The trail behind the carriage house -- which we call “Maple Tree Trail”
because of the straight line of maple trees Dorr Felt planted for maple
tapping -- is especially beautiful when the leaves begin to turn. You will be
amazed at the wildlife you will see right here in our back yard.
Along with the change of seasons comes new events at the Felt.
Halloween weekend is always an exciting time with our Hauntings and
History Tours. We will have tours each evening on Oct. 28, 29 and 30.
(No tours on Halloween because it falls on a Monday this year.) Advanced
tickets are required for each tour.
Tickets are available through Eventbrite. Price is $25/person.
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hauntings-history-nights-tickets414990667257
Holiday season
In November, we close our doors for a few weeks while we decorate for
the December holiday season. If you are interested in volunteering to
decorate, please contact patty@feltmansion.org
December is a great time to visit the Felt Mansion. With events like
Winterfest, self-guided tours, guided tours, and Taste and Tours, every
guest will find something new to enjoy at the Felt this Holiday season. Our
theme for this year is Our Emerald Anniversary: 20 Years of Restoration.
And speaking of 20 years – Wow! Where has the time gone? We officially
began the Felt Estate Restoration Project in 2002. Look how far we’ve
come. What a great time to visit the Felt and see some before-and-after
photographs of the project. And what a great time to thank all the people
of Laketown Township for their unfailing support. To all who gave time and
money: you made this dream possible. Together, we took an albatross
and turned it into an asset. Today, people from all over the globe visit the
Felt Estate. Again, thank you. Life is a restoration project.

Dec. 9: Taste and Tour featuring
Jazz and Swing artists, Jive at Five;
6 p.m. tour, 7 p.m. concert
Dec. 10: Winterfest 2-4 p.m.
Dec. 11 & 18 (and New Year’s Day):
Sunday Guided Holiday Tours: 2-4
p.m. (Tour begins at 2:05)
Dec. 12 – 28: Self-guided tours
every Monday – Wednesday from 14 p.m.
Dec. 16: Taste and Tour featuring
James Reeser and the Backseat
Drivers; 6 p.m. tour, 7 p.m. concert
Dec. 17: Holiday Guided Tour
Dec. 23: Candlelight Holiday
Guided Tour
Closed: Christmas Eve, Christmas
Day, and New Year’s Eve
Jan. 1: New Year’s Day – Guided
Holiday Tour
More details on the website
www.feltmansion.org/current-events
as the time nears.
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Friends of the Felt Estate
launches the Laketown
Oral History Project

The Friends of the Felt Estate in partnership
with Laketown Township is launching The
Laketown Oral History project, interviewing
and recording those people who have a
knowledge, understanding, and recollections
of the area’s unique history.
An Oral History Project is a technique for
generating and preserving original, historical,
and interesting information – primary source
material – from personal recollections
through planned recorded interviews. This
method of interviewing is used to preserve
the voices, memories and perspectives of
people who know about, and often
participated in, our local history. It’s a tool we
can all use to engage with and learn from
family members, friends, and the people with
whom we share space in an interview that
captures their unique history and perspective
in their own words.
If you, or someone you know, possesses
knowledge and recollections about the
Laketown Township area, we invite you and
them to be a part of our Laketown Oral
History Project. Interviews will take place at
the Felt Estate or, if necessary, via Zoom.
Jim Hayden, Public Information Officer for
Laketown Township, will conduct the
interviews.
For more information, contact Jim Hayden,
JimH@laketowntwp.org or (616) 335-3050.

Make sure to get vouchers for
hazardous waste collection Nov. 5
Hazardous Waste Collection Day for Laketown Township
residents is 8:00-11:30 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 5, at Republic
Services of Holland Westshore Recycling, 4368 60th St.
To control vehicle traffic and quantities of hazardous waste
to be disposed, vouchers are required. Vouchers may be
picked up at the Republic Services of Holland office before
the collection date. Office hours are 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
You will need a valid ID and a current account with Republic
to receive a voucher.
Vouchers are only valid for date noted, must be presented at
drop off and will NOT be issued on the day of the event.
There is a limit of 200 pounds of material per voucher.
Because of the legal chain of custody required on hazardous
waste, you will be required to sign a disposal form. Republic
Service reserves the right to reject any items.
Accepted Items: Aerosol cans, antifreeze, batteries, battery
acids, detergents, degreasers, drain cleaners, fertilizers,
gasoline, grease, inks, light bulbs, mercury items, oil, oilbased paints, paint thinner, pesticides, propane, solvents,
and thermometers.
Not Accepted: Asbestos items, compost, electronics, freon
products, general waste cleaner, latex paint products, lead
paint items and tires.

Page 10

Pickleball courts popular in first year
Randy Rypma can hear the pingponging of the pickleball paddles
from his house just behind the tree
line. The sound is music to his ears.
“We play three times a week,” Rypma
said about the new courts at
Laketown Township Hall Park while
praising them as well. He had some
tongue-in-cheek advice for township
officials, though: “I would say don’t
advertise them – gets too busy now.”
More people are discovering one of
the best-kept secrets around – the
new Laketown Township pickleball
courts, 4338 Beeline Road. As the
courts get busier, the township is
looking to future expansion to
accommodate the popular sport.
Long time in the making
The decision to build two pickleball
courts in the township took several
years of study, according to Tom
Shuff, chairperson of the Laketown
Township Parks and Recreation
Commission. The topic had been on
the group’s agenda almost a dozen
times since 2018.
“The popularity has been rising for
the last 5 to 6 years,” he said. “The
fastest growing sport in America
today is pickleball.”
The time was right for the project.

Cheryl DeWilde, front left, of Laketown Township and Marylynn Webster,
front right, of Laketown Township, and Cathy Holmes, back, of Holland, and
George Holmes, back right, of Holland, take a break from pickleball on Aug.
26 at the Laketown Township Hall Park, 4338 Beeline Road.

Play on the courts is free. The
township does not regulate use
– first come, first serve. There is
chalk and blackboards for
players to sign up and keep
track of their time. Participants
bring their own equipment. The
township asks that people be
respectful of each other and
enjoy the facilities.

“We said let’s do it,” Shuff said.
Construction started in the summer of
2021 at a cost of about $148,000.
The courts were complete in the fall,
not giving much time for players to
enjoy the new courts before the snow
fell. As soon as warm weather settled
in this spring, though, matches began
daily.

The two courts are behind the
township hall.

The courts are busy every day with
games often starting early in the
morning.

Parking is available at the
township hall.

There are benches along the
courts -- “It’s also a great
spectator sport,” Shuff said -and a portable restroom nearby.
A pavilion with picnic tables and
a softball field flank the courts.

The future
After the township finished the
new courts, Shuff visited a local
church that had its own pickleball
courts. The secretary there had
heard about Laketown’s project.
“She said, ‘Your biggest problem
is you’re going to need two more
courts,’” Shuff said. She was right,
he added.
The township is already planning
for expansion with preliminary
plans prepared to add two more
pickleball courts, playground and
trails to the township hall site.
Planners are waiting for the
release of state funds for
recreational projects. When that
happens, the township will be
ready to submit a proposal to
enlarge its pickleball possibilities.
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A Message from the Supervisor by Linda Howell

Deputy Clerk Jenifer French, right, swears in Clerk Amber
Davis, left, at Laketown Township Hall, 4338 Beeline
Road, on Monday, Sept. 26.

As summer draws to a close and fall approaches, the board said thank you and goodbye to a valued member,
Clerk Michelle Sall, and welcome to a new member, our new Clerk Amber Davis.
Sall is now the township’s community development director. This is a new position. It will focus on all things
zoning, working closely with the planning commission and the ZBA and residents in need of building permits and
site reviews.
Amber Davis is our new clerk. The board appointed her after seeking applications and interviewing both residents
that applied. Davis will oversee our elections and our election workers. The clerk has many other duties. She also
is responsible for maintaining township records including meeting notices and minutes and records related to our
cemetery, administrating oaths for officials, counter-signing checks, and providing her input on all matters that
come before the board. Amber will assume her duties immediately and will be welcomed to the board table
during our meetings in October.
The appointment process also brings attention to other vacancies that impact the township. Both Allegan County
and the City of Holland are looking for people to participate on some of their boards and commissions. Having a
township resident on either city or county boards is valuable. It confirms that our neighbor and our county will
hear the viewpoint of Laketown and the region. If you are willing to participate, please look at the city’s or the
county’s website for current vacancies.
While the days be getting shorter, and the evenings seem darker, please use extra care when driving around the
township. School buses are out there picking up and dropping off our younger neighbors; our exercise minded
neighbors are still enjoying the snow-free roads; deer are on the move; and the road construction season is not
done yet. Please pay attention and watch for the buses, the runners and bikers, the animals, and the road crews
so that everyone makes it home safely at the end of the day.
Elections
As we draw near to the elections in November, I encourage you to take everything with a skeptical eye. Be sure
of the source of information. Spend the time to check that source and the information. Ask questions. Ask hard
questions. Do your homework. Have conversations. Make up your own mind. It’s your vote. But please do
remember, we can disagree without being mean. We can debate without being rude. We can agree to disagree
without calling each other names. We are, after all the votes are counted, still neighbors.

LAKETOWN TOWNSHIP
4338 BEELINE RD
HOLLAND, MI 49423

Discover the history of
your home with Herrick
District Library
If walls could talk, what stories
would your house tell you?
Genealogist Megan Heyl will
teach participants at Herrick
District Library’s Story of Your
House event how to research the
history of their homes to reveal
some of their best-kept secrets.
The event is 6:30-7:30 p.m.,
Tuesday, Oct. 25, in the Hazel B.
Hayes Auditorium at the HDL
Main Library, 300 S. River Ave.
Visit herrickdl.org for details on
this and other events and
services.

Needed: Representative to serve on the
Saugatuck Community Recreation Board
Laketown Township is looking for a representative to serve on the
Community Recreation Advisory Board that works through the Saugatuck
Public Schools. The position is a 2-year Jim
term.
The board meets as
Hayden
needed.
If you’re interested, send an email to office@laketowntwp.org.
The purpose of the recreation advisory board is to act as a channel of
communication for the public and the municipal administration, to take
initiative in planning recreation needs and to advise the school district on
policy matters referred to them.
Advisory board responsibilities include being a liaison between the
community recreation office and the represented unit of government,
taking initiative in planning for future recreation areas and facilities,
considering means of bringing present areas and facilities up to an
acceptable standard, recommending policy, reviewing coach applications,
and voting for head coach positions.

