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A Message from the Supervisor by Linda Howell

Once again, a summer has flown away like the songbirds and geese that
are starting to head south. Many people look to January 1st as a trigger
for new things to begin, a fresh start, a hopeful beginning to a new year.
However, for January 1st to be full of such promise, the fall and end of the
current year needs to be a time of evaluation and planning.
With that mindset, the Board is looking at how best to plan and ultimately
spend the American Rescue Plan Act (known as ARPA) funds we received
from the Federal Government. This is a once in a generation opportunity
to invest in our township in a way that is lasting and brings benefits to
everyone.
The current guidance on allowed uses of the ARPA funds notes
infrastructure projects involving water, sewer, broadband, paying
expenses associated with COVID, and paying our essential personnel.
More detailed guidance will be coming. We also are waiting to see if other
funds will be available from other sources so that we could combine all the
available funds and therefore achieve more with the ARPA money. We
have time to debate and decide what is the best use of the money. I have
gotten a couple of ideas from residents. The Board and our Manager are
evaluating various projects and ideas too.
While evaluating potential uses of ARPA funds, the Board will be starting
work on some longer-term planning for the township. The budget is an
annual plan, but we want to take inventory of needs that likely will require
investment in the next five, ten, or even 20 years. This month the Board
will start the work on an initial review and list of our priorities and needs.
Look for more info on this soon but now is the time for you to start thinking
about what you want Laketown to look like in the years to come and that
really isn’t an easy question. It takes time and thought. It takes trying to
look at a picture much larger than yourself – it takes looking at the needs
of our neighbors and the entire community of Laketown. What makes this
the place we want to call home? How do we make it better for everyone,
even those with whom we disagree on various topics?
- Continued on page 3, see Howell

From the Assessor

by Heather Jahr

I hope that you enjoyed a safe and fun filled summer.
Each fall brings the task of completing the Assessment
Roll. The assessed value of a parcel is adjusted
annually based on sales, and the taxable value is
annually determined to be the lesser of the assessed
value or capped value. Below is the capped value (CV)
formula:
CV =

[(Previous Year Taxable Value – Losses)
x Consumer Price Index] + Additions

If no Additions or Losses are noted for a parcel the
taxable value on all parcels throughout Michigan is
adjusted each year by the Consumer Price Index (CPI).
I’ve been asked how this number is calculated. The
following is taken directly from Department of Treasury
Bulletin #16, 2020.
“The Calculation of the Inflation Rate Multiplier is
set in statute. MCL 211.34d states:
(l) "Inflation rate" means the ratio of the general price
level for the state fiscal year ending in the calendar
year immediately preceding the current year divided by
the general price level for the state fiscal year ending
in the calendar year before the year immediately
preceding the current year.
(f) "General price level" means the annual average of
the 12 monthly values for the United States consumer
price index for all urban consumers as defined and
officially reported by the United States department of
labor, bureau of labor statistics.

Based on this statutory requirement, the
calculation for 2021 is as follows:
1. Monthly values for 10/2018 thru 09/2019 are
averaged.
2. Monthly values for 10/2019 thru 09/2020 are
averaged.
3. The ratio is calculated by dividing the average of
column 2 by the average of column 1.
The specific numbers from the U.S. Dept. of Labor,
Bureau of Labor Statistics are as follows:
FISCAL YEAR 2018 - 2019

FISCAL YEAR 2019 - 2020

OCT – 2018

252.885

OCT – 2019

257.346

NOV - 2018

252.038

NOV – 2019

257.208

DEC – 2018

251.233

DEC – 2019

256.974

JAN – 2019

251.712

JAN – 2020

257.971

FEB – 2019

252.776

FEB – 2020

258.678

MAR – 2019

254.202

MAR – 2020

258.115

APR – 2019

255.548

APR – 2020

256.389

MAY – 2019

256.092

MAY – 2020

256.394

JUN – 2019

256.143

JUN – 2020

257.797

JUL – 2019

256.571

JUL – 2020

259.101

AUG – 2019

256.558

AUG – 2020

259.918

SEP – 2019

256.759

SEP – 2020

260.280

AVG FY 1819

254.376

AVG FY 1920

258.014

RATIO = 1.014
PERCENT CHANGE = 1.4%

Treasurer’s Trove

by Gary Dewey, Treasurer

It seems like we just had spring and summer and now we’re into beautiful autumn. Despite Covid, our West
Michigan economy is stable and growing and the same thing is true of Laketown.
We’ve completed most of our summer tax collection. If you have not made payment, please call the Township
Office for the current payoff amount. Winter tax bills will be sent the first week of December and are due by
February 14, 2022. If you would like to pay before the end of the calendar year, payment must be received by
December 30, 2021. The Township Office will be closed on December 31, 2021. All unpaid taxes as of March 1,
2022 will be sent to Allegan County for collections, interest and penalty will be added to any unpaid balance.
Due to the increase in the number of postdated checks, we will not be able to hold checks for a future date.
Credit/debit card payment options are available in the office and online. Electronic check payments and Personal
Teller options are available online only. Additional fees are charged by the servicing agent for all
credit/debit/electronic phone transactions.

Clerk’s Corner

by
Michelle Sall/Clerk & Jenifer French/Deputy Clerk
Election Day
Tuesday, November 2, 2021
Polls are open 7:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. on Election Day.
VOTING LOCATIONS:
Precinct 1 (Holland Public Schools) NO ELECTION
Precinct 2 (Hamilton Public Schools) Graafschap Fire Station
Precinct 3 (Saugatuck Public Schools) NO ELECTION
Voters in the Hamilton Community Schools (Precinct 2) will be
voting on a bonding proposal. The Precinct 2 polling location
is at the Graafschap Fire Station, 4534 60th Street.
SAMPLE BALLOT:
review.

A sample ballot is enclosed for your

VOTER REGISTRATION: Check to see if you are registered
to vote, file an application for an absentee ballot, see your
sample ballot for the upcoming election, track the status of
your absentee ballot, verify your voter registration on line at the
Office
at
Michigan
Secretary
of
State’s
https://vote.michigan.gov/mvic/.
ABSENTEE BALLOTS:
Absentee ballot applications can be obtained online at the
State of Michigan website at https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/; the
Laketown Township Website at: laketowntwp.org/; or by
contacting the Township office at 335-3050.
PERMANENT ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUESTS:
You have the option to be placed on a list to automatically
receive by mail an absentee ballot application. To do this,
please email jenifer@laketowntwp.org.

If you have already requested and received an absentee ballot,
we encourage you to complete and return it as early as
possible by mail or in the secure drop box at the Township
office. You can be sure it has been received by tracking its
status at: mi.gov/vote. Public records show whether your
absentee ballot has been returned and not your voting choices.
Thank you!

Herrick District Library News
by Andrea Goodell

The Herrick District Library (HDL) main location,
300 S. River Ave., is now open the following times:




Mon., Tues., Wed.
Thurs., Fri., Sat.
Sunday

9 am – 9 pm
9 am – 6 pm
1 pm – 6 pm

The HDL North Branch, 155 Riley St., is open:





Mon., Wed., Fri.
Tues., Thurs.
Saturday
Sunday

9 am – 6 pm
9 am – 8 pm
9 am – 2 pm
closed

Storytimes will be in-person and outdoors at area parks
and the HDL North Branch lawn starting mid-September.
Visit herrickdl.org for more details.
The library has also upgraded its website. The public can
check it out and offer feedback at herrickdl.bibliocms.com.

Howell, continued from front page.
How do we make this a place our children want to stay
and raise their families? I look forward to hearing your
thoughts.
A final thought – as we head into the holiday season, I
see what in times past were positive discussions
between people now turning into feelings of anger,
resentment, and distrust. We will not always agree –
and what a boring, stagnant place it would be if we did.
Spirited conversations can be fun and educational and
can generate terrific new ideas. We need to remember
to look for the best in others, and not assume the worst.
Civil discourse generates understanding and helps
build community. Let’s look out for our neighbors, help
where we can, and enjoy all the unique features each
and every one of us bring to this place we call home –
our Laketown.

Laketown Township Cemetery
(Gibson Cemetery)
Located at the corner of 138th & 65th

Before the arrival of snow, please remove all flower
baskets and mementos from gravesites. Thank you!

Parks Activity

by Tom Shuff, Chair

A year ago, the Parks and Recreation Commission was
discussing the open space behind the Township Hall
and working on plans for the construction of pickleball
courts. This has become a reality with a first-class
facility for all to enjoy. The courts are open to the public
on a first come first served basis. There is a sign-up
board at the courts to reserve time.
We recently participated in the “Day of Caring”
organized by the Greater Ottawa County United Way.
We had 21 workers at the following parks: Farview,
Laketown Beach, and Sanctuary Woods as well as
Gibson Cemetery. Volunteers tackled everything from
cleaning sand off the stairs at the Beach to painting
over graffiti at Sanctuary Wood. Thank you to the
following associations for participating on this very
successful day: Spectrum Health of Zeeland Hospital,
Legal Aid of West Michigan, Park Church of Holland,
and West Michigan Works!.
We have a new member on the Parks and Recreation
Commission. We welcome Anne Brand and look
forward to working together in the future.
The Park Commission meets the third Wednesday of
every month at 6 pm. Hope to see you there.

From Anne Brand,

New Member Parks and Recreation Commission
Laketown has been a part of my life since I was a child,
and I am so thankful to call it home as an adult. My
husband Jon and I officially moved here four years ago,
and we have enjoyed getting to know our neighbors,
and hearing stories about the history in Laketown.
After living in Chicago as a student, I found myself
longing for the outdoors again and that is ultimately
what brought us to settle here.
I have my Masters in Zoology and Conservation
Education, as well as a degree in Horticulture Therapy.
I love plants and animals; I could happily talk about
them all day! A strong interest of both my husband and
I is in sustainable food systems, and we love
experimenting in our garden and trying out new
canning recipes. I am the Barn and Garden Manager
at Benjamin’s Hope, and Jon is a teacher and coach.
We love the diverse options that Laketown Parks offer,
whether it’s an impromptu trip to the pickle ball courts
in the evening, a bike ride along the bike path or a hike
with our collies in the dunes. I couldn’t be more excited
to help make our local parks the best that they can be.

Felt Mansion News by Patty Meyer
Events at the Felt

For the latest Halloween activities, check out: https://www.feltmansion.org/current-events.
This past year was tough for everyone, but especially difficult for children. They never knew if school was on again or off
again, if Mom and Dad were working from home or at the office, if they had to wear a mask or not. It was confusing enough
for adults. Imagine navigating Covid-19 when you were eight years old. So, this year, we are dedicating one special day just
for kids and families – Winterfest, Saturday, Dec. 4, 2:00 – 4:00 pm.
Sponsored by the Laketown Township Parks and Recreation Commission, Winterfest kicks off the holiday season at the Felt
Estate. A completely free, family-fun day, this event provides many activities for children. From horse-drawn wagon rides to
visits with Santa and Mrs. Claus, your family will enjoy The Whimsy and Wonder of Christmas. We even hope to have a
Lego replica of the Felt Mansion – assuming we can get the bricks on time. This year, due to staffing and time constraints, we
are not offering lunch at Winterfest. However, we will still have great cupcakes and goodie bags for the kids, along with facepainting and a holiday village with many photo opportunities. Don’t forget to see the (wooden) skating penguins on the pond.
Weather permitting, bring your sleds and have some fun on the hill in Shore Acres Park.
We also have great events for adults – Taste and Tours, Friday, December 10 & Friday, December 17. On both nights we
will serve Fenn Valley Wines and New Holland Craft Beers. Guests will enjoy a guided tour by Director of the Estate, Patty
Meyer, and, after the tour, relax to the great sounds of Bakker and Hanegraaf (Dec. 10) or Delilah DeWylde (Dec. 17). These
are ticketed events and usually sell out. For full details and ticket information, see our website:
https://www.feltmansion.org/current-events#events-calendar. Tickets go on sale November 1, 2021.
We also have many opportunities for Guided or Self-guided Tours.
Self-Guided:
2:00 – 4:00 pm Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday (beginning Dec. 6).
Guided:
6:00 – 8:00 pm Saturday, December 11, 18,
Guided:
2:00 – 4:00 pm Sunday, December 12, 19, 26
Guided:
2:00 – 4:00 pm New Year’s Day, Saturday, Jan. 1
Guided tours are included with the Taste and Tours (mentioned above on the evenings of December 10 & 17)
Note: free passes are no longer accepted for holiday tours. Free passes are for summer self-guided tours only.
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For any other questions, please contact Drew Rayner at raynerd1@michigan.gov

We also have many opportunities for Guided or Self-guided Tours.
or 517-231-8763.
Self-Guided:
2:00 – 4:00 pm Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday (beginning Dec. 6).
Guided:
6:00 – 8:00 pm Saturday, December 11, 18,
Guided:
2:00 – 4:00 pm Sunday, December 12, 19, 26
Guided:
2:00 – 4:00 pm New Year’s Day, Saturday, Jan. 1

Guided tours are included with the Taste and Tours (mentioned above on the evenings of December 10 & 17)
Note: free passes are no longer accepted for holiday tours. Free passes are for summer self-guided tours only.

Fire Department News
by Chief Doug DenBleyker

October 3-9 is fire prevention week and the theme for
2021 is learn the sounds of fire safety. The National Fire
Protection Association® (NFPA), has been the official
sponsor of Fire Prevention Week™ for 99 years. From
beeps to chirps, this year’s campaign works to better
educate the public about the sounds smoke alarms make,
what those sounds mean, and how to respond to them.
“Smoke alarms have played a leading role in reducing fire
death rates over the past 40 years, but we still have more
work to do in maximizing their effectiveness,” said
Lorraine Carli, NFPA vice president of Outreach and
Advocacy. According to the latest NFPA report “Smoke
Alarms in the U.S.,” working smoke alarms in the home
reduce the risk of dying in a reported fire by more than half
(55%). However, almost three out of five home fire deaths
occur in homes with no smoke alarms (41%) or alarms
that failed to operate (16%); missing or non-functional
power sources, including missing or disconnected
batteries, dead batteries, and disconnected hardwired
alarms or other alternate current (AC) power issues are
the most common factors when alarms fail to operate.
Key messages for “Learn the Sounds of Fire Safety”:
*When a smoke alarm or carbon monoxide (CO) alarm sounds,
respond immediately by exiting the home as quickly as possible.
*If your alarm begins to chirp, it may mean that the batteries are
low and should be replaced. If the alarm continues to chirp after the
batteries are replaced, or the alarm is more than 10 years old,
replace the alarm.
*Test all smoke and CO alarms monthly. Press the test button to
make sure the alarm is working.
*For household members who are deaf or hard of hearing, install
bed shaker and strobe light alarms that will alert that person to fire.
*Know the difference between the sound of a smoke alarm and a
carbon monoxide alarm – three beeps for smoke alarms: four
beeps for carbon monoxide alarms

As you clean your yards this fall, please remember to call
for a burn permit. If you live in a subdivision or where
homes are located close to each other, permits will only
be issued on odd number days. You may call the fire
station at 616.396.4060 or the Township Office during
business hours at 616.335.3050.

Hazardous Waste Collection Day
Saturday, Oct. 23, 8:00 am – 11:30 am
Republic Services of Holland

The Township’s Fall Hazardous Waste collection will
be Saturday, Oct. 23 at Republic Services of Holland
Westshore Recycling and Transfer Station at 4368
60th St. To control vehicle traffic and quantities of
hazardous waste to be disposed, vouchers will be
issued and required for this event. Vouchers may
be picked up at the Republic Services office Mon.,
thru Fri., 8 am – 5 pm before the collection date. You
will need a valid ID and a current account with
Republic Services to receive a voucher.
-Vouchers are only valid for 10/23/21.
-Voucher must be presented at drop off.
-Limit of 200 lbs. of material per voucher.
-Vouchers will NOT be issued on 10/23/21
Because of the legal chain of custody required on
hazardous waste, you will be required to sign a
disposal form. Republic Service reserves the right to
reject any items.
Accepted Items:
Aerosol cans
Antifreeze
Batteries
Battery Acids
Detergents
Degreasers
Drains Cleaners
Fertilizers
Gasoline
Grease

Inks
Light bulbs
Mercury containing item
Oil
Oil-based paints
Paint thinner
Pesticide
Propane
Solvents
Thermometers

Not Accepted
Asbestos items
Compost
Electronics
Freon products

General waste cleaner
Latex paint products
Lead paint items
Tires

Do you have working smoke and carbon monoxide
alarms in your home? If you are unable to test them
or are not sure you have a sufficient quantity, please
call the fire department at 616.396.4060 to set-up an
appointment for our crews to visit your home.

Have you ever wanted to give back to your community and thought about being a paid-on-call fire fighter? It is not an
easy job, but helping your fellow residents is very rewarding. We have a cadet program for those that are 16-18 years
of age. The cadets start by learning the basics of firefighting and attend training meetings but are not allowed to
participate in emergency calls until they have completed the fire academy. There is also a process for those over 18
years of age. If you have an interest or would like more information, please email the Chief at chief@graafschapfire.org
or call the station at 616.396.4060.

LAKETOWN TOWNSHIP
4338 BEELINE RD
HOLLAND, MI 49423

final
Thank you, Al Ellingsen (right), for serving 25 years as
Building Inspector for Laketown Township. The Board and
staff thank you for the many years of service and wish you
a very happy retirement.
Welcome to Chad Warden as our new Township Building
Inspector. Chad can be contacted directly at 616-3441014 or email at chad@laketowntwp.org
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