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A Message from the Supervisor
by Linda Howell

And just that fast 2019 is behind us! First, thank you to all who participate in
making Laketown a special place. We have:
 Chief, Deputy Chief and 22 highly trained firefighters. These paid-on-call
professionals drop everything and sprint to action to protect your life and property.
The average response time is less than five minutes – and remember, they come
from home, work or wherever they might be when you call for help.

 More than 50 people that serve as members of the Zoning Board of Appeals, Board
of Review, Fire Board, Herrick Library Board, Holland Aquatic Center Board, Parks
Commissioners, Planning Commissioners, and volunteers. These people all help
manage our Township and guide us into the future by looking at the environment
around us, potential development, tax values, recreational opportunities and more.

With the support of all these residents and our dedicated Township staff, the Board
is looking forward to 2020. Once again, we anticipate approving a balanced budget
to carry us through the fiscal year. The other major item is receiving for
consideration a revised Master Plan from the Planning Commission. The
Commission has been focused and committed to reviewing and updating our
Master Plan over the past 18 months – all the while also handling the regular
applications and matters presented to them each month.
The Master Plan is a document intended to promote and provide: orderly growth
and development through consistency in decision making, wise use of local
resources, a legal defense for zoning decisions, preserve township character and
future choices, help protect property values, and help reduce government
spending on roads, utilities and buildings. Before the final vote can happen on an
update to the Master Plan, a public hearing will be held where all may comment
on the proposed amendment. The hearing date will be set after the Planning
Commission submits the proposed amendment to the Township Board.
The Master Plan is an example of the importance of our Commissions and Boards.
Openings arise from time to time and if you are interested, contact Al Meshkin.
Due to space considerations, I will expand further on the role of each commission
in a future newsletter. I hope that 2020 is wonderful for each and every one of you.
The Board extends a heartfelt thanks and appreciation to Dave Weishaar for 10
years of service to the Zoning Board of Appeals, and Jim Lorence for five years of
service on the Planning Commission - enjoy your retirements.

Treasurer’s Trove by Gary Dewey, Treasurer
Wow! We recently completed a year (2019) and a decade. It seems that the older
I get the more rapidly time passes by. I am reminded that I need to slow down
and enjoy each and every day!
The 2019 winter tax bills were mailed the first week of December and many have
already been paid. Hamilton School District continues its policy of levying
millages on the winter tax bill so residents in that district will see a larger winter
tax bill.
Please be reminded, the winter tax bill is due by February 14, 2020 and
postmarks are not honored in determining prompt payment. Interest/penalty fees
will be added to payments received after the due date. Cash, check, and credit
card payments are accepted at the township office. Credit card and electronic
check payment options are also available online. Additional fees are added by
the servicing agent for all credit/debit payments and electronic checks. Please
visit www.laketowntwp.org and follow the “Online Payments” link for additional
information. The last day to pay 2019 taxes is March 2, 2020 as the last day of
February falls on the weekend.
All delinquent taxes as of March 3, 2020 will be sent to the Allegan County
Treasurer for collection. Additional interest and penalty fees will be added at that
time. Please contact the Allegan County Treasurer at (269) 673-0260 after March
4, 2020 for current payoff amount.
Hardship Exemptions are granted by the Board of Review and applications must be filed annually with the township Assessor. Tax
deferment requests must be filed annually for each tax season with the Treasurers Office. Forms are available at the office or on
our website. Please contact me with any questions and thank you for allowing me to be your public servant.

From the Assessor by Heather Jahr
The State Treasury has issued the inflation rate to be used to
calculate your 2020 Taxable Value. Your taxable value
(excluding any new construction) will increase by 1.9%. In
comparison, the inflation rate was 2.4% in 2019. Remember
that taxes are based on Taxable Value, not State Equalized
Value (SEV).
Assessments for 2020 are calculated based on the sales of
property from 4/1/17 to 3/31/19. This time frame is called the
“sales study period”. Allow me to give a quick explanation of
how these sales help determine the assessed value of a parcel.
All real property parcels in Laketown are grouped into
“neighborhoods”, the properties contained within each of these
neighborhoods should have similar market influence but are not
necessarily geographically defined. Within each of these
“neighborhoods” properties that are sold (through an “armslength” transaction) during the sales study period have the
assessed value compared to the sale price in order to give an
indication of increases or decreases in valuation implicated by
market activity. This is a broad generalization of one part of the
assessment process but gives the reader insight, none the less.
In late February all property owners will receive the 2020
“Valuation Change Notice”. Please review the indicated
values, and if you have any questions contact me at the
Township office and I will go over the information with you.

March Board of Review
dates are tentatively set for:




Monday, March 9, 3:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 11, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Board of Review meetings are held to hear valuation and
classification appeals. A reminder to any veterans who may
qualify for the Disabled Veterans Exemption to get your
applications in prior to that meeting date. Applying in March
allows us to start the year on the right foot and avoids midyear changes, so it is preferable if possible.
Due Date February 20, 5:00 p.m. for:
 Form L-4175 Personal Property Statements.
 Form L-5076 Small Business Tax Exemption
Affidavits. (Postmark of Feb. 20 acceptable for Form
L-5076 only.)
*Note – If an L-5076 was filed in 2019, the property owner
no longer needs to annually file for the Small Business Tax
Exemption; the exemption will remain on the roll until
rescinded by the property owner or denied by the
Assessor. If a Small Business Tax Exemption is denied the
property owner will be notified via mail.

ovember

Clerk’s Corner

by Michelle Sall, Clerk and Jenifer French, Deputy Clerk

Presidential Primary Tuesday, March 10, 2020
On March 10, 2020, voters will nominate presidential candidates. To
participate, voters will select a party preference ballot. Voters will be
required to select one of the following three Ballot selections:


Republican Party Presidential Primary Ballot, or



Democratic Party Presidential Primary Ballot, or



Ballot without Presidential Primary – for Voters in Precinct 3 only.
(This ballot choice is for voters not voting in the presidential
primary who wish to vote for a proposal only -- the Saugatuck
Public Schools Bonding Proposal). There are no proposals on the
ballots for Precincts 1 and 2.

New Automatic Voter Registration
In September 2019, the Secretary of State implemented “automatic voter
registration” as required by the state constitution. When eligible citizens
who are not already registered to vote complete a driver’s license or state
identification card transaction, they are automatically registered to vote
unless they affirmatively decline.

Close of Registration Information
The deadline to register to vote in person, by mail, or online is 15 days
prior to an election. Voters may also register in person with their local clerk
within 14 days of an election, up to and including Election Day. A voter
registering in the final 14 days, including Election Day, will need to show
proof of residency in addition to proof of identity (or an ID that proves
both). NOTE: Only voters registering in the final 14 days must show proof
of residency while registering. Additional Election information can be
obtained at www.michigan.gov/elections. In accordance with election
laws, the Township office will be open Saturday, March 7, 2020, 7:30 a.m.
– 3:30 p.m.
FUTURE ELECTION DATES
March 10, 2020 Pres. Primary

May 5, 2020 Special Election

Aug. 4, 2020 Primary Election

Nov. 3, 2020 Pres. Election

THINKING OF RUNNING FOR OFFICE?
Filing deadlines and petition signature requirement charts can be found on the State of Michigan website: www.Michigan.gov/sos,
under “Information for Candidates.” Local, County, and State partisan and nonpartisan candidates wishing to run in the August
primary must comply with requirements and file by the appropriate deadlines.
If you are interested in running for a position on the Township Board or Parks Commission, Affidavits, Nominating Petitions and
Statement of Organization forms can be picked up at the Township Office. Affidavits and Nominating Petitions are filed with the
Township Clerk, and Statement of Organization forms are filed with the Allegan County Clerk. Please call us if you have questions.

Parks Activity by Tom Shuff, Chair
With the mild temperatures and lack of snow cover it doesn’t feel like the
middle of January in West Michigan, but the parks are still displaying their
beauty.
We are continuing to upgrade all the parks with electricity and fiber cable
so that in the near future all parks will have wifi and security
cameras…these are great features not only for security purposes but also
for internet connections while you are enjoying the parks.
Progress continues on the relocation of the old town hall to a new location
on the Huyser Farm property as well as a continuing discussion to purchase
additional land at the Beach Park.
Each year the Parks Commission supports a partnership with the Outdoor
Discovery Center (ODC) to provide free recreational activities in our parks
throughout the year. See the box below for 2020 events.
We welcome your attendance and feedback, the Parks Commission meets
on the third Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. at the township hall.

Thank you to Perrigo employees for their
enthusiasm and help while volunteering at
Farview Park for the Allegan County United
Way Day of Caring on Oct. 17, 2019.
Volunteers cleared the entrance and
distributed several yards of bark on the trails.

Please remember to clean up after your pet when visiting the parks and
using the bike paths. Dogs ON LEASHES are allowed at all parks EXCEPT
the Beach and Wolters Woods.

*2020 Events in
Laketown Parks:

Felt Mansion News
by Patty Meyer

1/31/20

5:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Superb Owl Prowl

Sanctuary Woods

4/7/20

10:00 - 11:00 a.m. Walk in the Woods

5/22/20

4:00 - 5:30 p.m.

6/18/20

10:00 - 11:00 a.m. Little Explorers

7/23/20

11:00 a.m. - noon

Blueberry Fields Forever Huyser Farm

8/24/20

4:00 - 5:30 p.m.

Knee Deep in a Wetland Farview Park

9/14/20

4:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Explore with your Senses Shore Acres

10/2/20

7:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Night Hike

Sanctuary Woods

Knee Deep in a Wetland Farview Park
Wolters Woods

Huyser Farm

*The activities are supported by your Parks Commission and are free; however,
the ODC requires registration on it’s website at www.outdoordiscovery.org.

Thank you to everyone who visited the Felt
Estate during the holiday season and who
supported us throughout 2019. It was
another outstanding year at the Felt!
The upcoming 2020 summer concert series
promises to be an exciting season. We
already have the series planned for the five
Thursdays in July and the following groups
will be performing:
Backseat Drivers, Brena, Delilah, Kari
Lynch, and Zion Lion Reggae Band.
This will be a great, great, season of food, fun,
and fantastic music.
Thanks again for your support. Enjoy the new
year - from Patty Meyer and everyone at the
Felt Estate.

Live Fire Training Facility

New Aerial

Fire Department News by Fire Chief Doug DenBleyker
I will start this article by sharing some statistics and highlights from 2019. We ended
the year with 757 calls for service - a 12.48% increase over 2018. There were 568
calls in Laketown and 116 calls in Fillmore. We assisted other fire departments 69
times and had assistance from others 50 times, and our average response time to
all calls for service in 2019 was 4.90 minutes. We installed 143 smoke alarms and
41 CO alarms as part of our Community Risk Reduction program.
In 2019 we hired two firefighters who had no prior experience and whom are
currently attending the fire academy. Bretton Prins started last January and Corey
Capel started in September. Corey is the second person hired through our Cadet
program, which allows individuals that are 16 years old to join the fire department
with permission from their parents. Cadets can’t actively fight fires, but can attend
meetings and the fire academy, and are officially certified when they reach the age
of 18. In addition, Captain Todd Achterhof recently completed a Professional
Emergency Manager Course. Todd has been working on this certification for four
years while working full-time and providing for his young family - congrats Captain
Achterhof! Also, Chad DeJonge was recently promoted to Sergeant as he works
to complete training needed to advance to roles with more responsibility.
The Live Fire Training Facility was dedicated last August and will provide us the
opportunity to train with live fire that was not previously available locally. This facility
is a partnership built with the cooperation and collaboration of 11 units of
government and seven fire departments.
Last summer, while doing the yearly required inspection of our 1974 aerial platform,
we found that the costs of items needing attention exceeded the value of the
vehicle. We received approval to replace it with a used vehicle and found an
exceptionally clean and well maintained 1997 Sutphen platform in Ohio. This 1997
vehicle was purchased and will help us maintain our ISO rating which affects
homeowner’s and business insurance rates. The aerial was placed into service last
month at a cost of $160,000, compared to $1.3 million for a new aerial.
Last year we received two grants, an AFG grant through FEMA totaling $76,476 to
install a vehicle exhaust removal system in the apparatus bays of the fire station,
and an FM Global grant totaling $2,070 to purchase iPads and mounting equipment
for the fire engines and command vehicle.
If you or someone you know would like to give back to our community and has an
interest in the fire department, please reach out though our Graafschap Fire
Department Facebook page or call the fire station at 616.396.4060. As we enter the
winter season, please make sure your heating equipment is in proper working order
and is being used for its intended purpose. Be fire safe.

A program to install free fire alarms and
carbon monoxide detectors in Township
homes is available through the Fire
Department’s Community Risk Reduction
Program. This program is free of charge to
any resident regardless of income level. You
may call the fire station at 616.396.4060 to
set up an installation appointment.

2020 Road Improvements
Each year, in partnership with the Allegan
County Road Commission, the township
roads are evaluated and rated on their
condition. Information is collected using a
system called PASER (Pavement Surface
Evaluation and Rating) and rated from 1 to
10, with 1-4 as poor, 5-7 as fair, and 8-10
as good. From these ratings the Board
determines and prioritizes future road
projects.
As reported in the Fall newsletter, the
township is responsible for the cost for
maintenance for roads within our
jurisdiction. Funding for this comes from
the special millage for fire, roads, bike
paths and drains.
The roads selected for improvement in
2020 include the following:





Beeline from 142nd to 64th St.
(resurface).
138th Ave. from 64th St. to State Park
Drive (resurface).
Four roadside mowings (all roads).
Dust control (dirt roads).

Total expected costs: $446,000.
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UNITED STATES CENSUS DAY
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 2020
The Federal Government will be mailing census
information to homes in March. Conducted every 10
years, census results help determine how billions of
dollars in federal funding are distributed to states and
communities every year. Financial support is allocated
according to population size, so if you don’t complete
the census, you won’t be counted and funds that should
come to Laketown will go elsewhere. Census data
helps communities secure State revenue sharing for
fire departments and also determines the number of
seats each state has in the U.S. House of
Representatives. You will never be asked for your
social security number, for money or donations, bank
or credit card numbers, or anything on behalf of a
policital party. Please complete your census!

The Federal Government will enforce the post-9/11 REAL ID
Act on Oct. 1, 2020. Standard state-issued driver’s licenses
and ID cards will no longer be accepted to board domestic flights
within the U.S. or when entering certain federal facilities, such
as military bases or nuclear power plants. A REAL ID is a valid
U.S. passport, DHS Trusted Traveler Card, or Enhanced
Driver’s License. A full list of acceptable REAL ID documents is
available at TSA.gov. To obtain a REAL ID Driver’s License or
ID, visit a Secretary of State office with the required documents.

