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RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Laketown Parks and Recreation Commission has been formed by the Township
Board of Trustees action pursuant tetMichigan Public Act 271 of 1921, as amended, and

WHEREAS, it has been deemed in the best interest of all residents of Laketown Township to
prepare and establish a concise and realistic program to provide for the recreational opportunities
of these cizens, and

WHEREAS, the Laketown Township Parks and Recreation Commission has developed this plan,
and

WHEREAS, the 2018aketown Township Community Parks and Recreation Plan has been
formally transmitted to the Township Board of Trustees for comnaewt review and has been
presented to the Township residents at theptember 20, 20pdblic hearing held at the regular
monthly meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission, and

WHEREAS, the 2018aketown Township Community Parks and RecreationnPleas been
formally transmitted to the Allegan County Planning Commission, the West Michigan Regional
Planning Commission and the Michigan Department of Natural Resources for comment and
review,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Laketown TownshoprB of Trustees does
herewith adopt the 2@lLaketown Township Community Parks and Recreation Plan.

CERTIFICATE

I, the undersigned, the Clerk of the Township of Laketown, Allegan County, Michigan, do hereby
certify that the foregoing is a true andmplete copy of the resolution adopted by the Township
Board at a regular monthly meeting held on1ffeday of October, 2017 do further certify that

the public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance with Michigan Act
267 of 1976, as amended, and that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will be or have been
made available as required by said Act.

Wendy Van Huis;Township Clerk



COMMUNITY LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION

LaketownTownship is located in the northwestern corner of Allegan County, approximately
35 highway miles southwest of the City of Grand RapHBistdered by Lake Michigan on the
west, reighboring communities include th@ty of Holland and Park Township to the north,
Fillmore Township to the east, and Saugatuck Township to théhs@ee Appendix items:
Street Index Ma@ B, 2006 Existing Land Use M&C, 2006 Future Land Use M&D, 2006
Natural Features Map E.

The prevailing westerly winds over Lake Michigan exert a significant influence and cause the
climate to vary between sermarine and continental in nature. Temperature extremes vary
from a mean monthly maximum of 71 degrees Fahrenheit (F.) in July to enorghly

minimum of 25 degrees (F.) in January, while the mean yearly temperature is 49 degrees (F.).
The area experiences an average of 35 inches of precipitation a year, which is uniformly
distributed throughout the year. Snowfamounts average apprioxately 70+#nches annually.

Soils in the township vary from deep, wdlained sand along Lake Michigan to deep, sel|

poorly drained sands in the central part of the township to deep;twwgdoorly drained loams in

the eastern part of the townshipgn general, the topography is characterized by a line of high
dunes along the Lake Michigan shoreline and gently rolling terrain away from the shoreline area.
Basically an agricultural and rural residential community, the residential development is



coneentrated in the areas adjacent to the City of Holland and along Lake Michigan in the northern

part of the Township. A limited amount of commercial development is generally confined to the
area along Blue Star Highway in the southeastern portion of thedioly. The Blue Star Highway
corridor is the | ocation of the townshipds Do

The watercourses are located in the community as follows: Lake Michigan forms the western
boundary of the township; Kelly Lakend Tibbie (Kelly) Drairarein the nothwestern corney

Hulst Lake (Gilligan Lakeand Hulst Lake Outlet arm the westcentral aregCarver Drain is in

the uthwestern aregGoshorn Lake is on the southern corporate boundary; Goshorn Lake Inlet
is in the southern partand trbutariesarein the northeastern part of the township.



COMMUNITY DEMOGRAPHICS

The majority of the township is white although specific attention should be given to needs of non
whites when grouped with other minorities such as lovcome residents anthe elderly.
Sensitive community recreation planning can help the township maintain its high quality of life
and provide opportunities for every segment of the population. The Township experienced
significant population growth from 1980 to 2000 due tordluk of residential growth, and in the

next decade saw a slight decline as well as shift to an aging population. These trends will need to
be monitored in order to continue to provide for the recreational opportunities for each segment.

Historic Population Growth

Population growth in the township was fairly consistent from 1950 to 1970, then witnessed a substantial
increase from 1970 to 1980 in which the population doubled from 2,175 to 4,332 residents according to U.S.
Census Bureau data. From 198R@00, the township experienced a 28% increase in growth to 5,561
residents. With the difficult economy at the end of the decade, the area experienced a slight loss of
population. The 2010 Census placed the population at 5,505.

The population changese likely due to several factors. THEOb freeway from Grand Rapids to Holland
provided access to rural areas of the township and decreased travel time to and from metropolitan areas.
During the last decade suburban trends continued as large tribtsldable land in Laketown Township

and the adjoining townships became easily accessible to the major urban employment centers.

Table 1 indicates how the population growth relates to the surrounding area. Tyeab@opulation

change compared to othdocal jurisdictions indicates large amounts of growth in the lakeshore
communities where the desirability for residential development is greater. This contrasts to urban areas,
such as the cities of Holland and Saugatuck, and Fillmore Township, whietiexced much less long

term growth. Laketown Township tripled its population from 198000, a rate which reflects the steadily
increasing growth that has occurred in the area as a whole. Another factor which may have had a less
visible effect on thegpulation spurt in the 1970s and 1980s was that many "baby boomers" had married
and were having children.

Table 1
Historic Population Laketown Township and Surrounding Areas 162010
% Change
1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 19602010
Leketown Township 1,814 2,175 4,332 4,888 5,561 5,505 203%
City of Saugatuck 927 1,022 1,079 954 1,065 925 0%
Saugatuck Twp 1,735 2,065 2,701 2,916 3,590 2,944 70%
Fillmore Township 1,877 2,126 2,307 2,710 2,756 2,681 43%
Park Township 4,4043 6,461 10,354 13,541 17,579 17,802 340%
Holland Township 6,498 8,455 13,739 17,523 28,911 35,636 448%
City of Holland 24,777 26,479 26,281 30,745 35,048 33,051 33%
Allegan County 57,729 66,575 81,555 90,5®| 105,665 111,408 93%
Ottawa County 98,719 128,181 157,300 187,768 238,314 263,801 167%
*Includes City of Village of Douglas in 2000 and prior years
Sources: 1962010 U.S. Bureau of the Census




Population by Race
Table 2 below indiates that the population is predominately White, with small percentages of other races.
Park Township and the neighboring Allegan County townships have largely the same racial makeup, while

the City of Holland and Holland Township have a more raciallgrdir population.

Table 2
Population by Race
Laketown Township and Surrounding Area, 2010 # / %
White Black  American Asian Other| Hispanic any
Indian race

Laketown Twp. 5,243 /95.2 35/0.6 4/0.1 41/0.7 82/15 261/4.7
Park Typ. 16,421 /92.2 160/0.9 32/0.2 384/2.2 805/4.5| 1,403/8.0
Saugatuck Twp. 2,824/ 95.€ 9/0.3 16/0.5 17/0.6 7812.6 136/ 4.6
Fillmore Twp. 2,483 /92.€ 13/0.5 10/0.3 51/1.9 124 /4.6 174 /6.5
Holland Twp. 26,180/ 73.5 930/2.6 186/0.5 3,346/9.4 4,994/14.C 8,347 /234
Holland City 26,457 /80. 1,187/3.§ 212/0.6 996/3.00 3,807/9.3 7,512/22.7
Saugatuck City 884 /95.6 6/0.6 6/0.6 4/0.4 8/0.9 35/3.8
Allegan County 103,513/92.4 1,358/1.2 639/0.5 648/0.6| 5,253/4.7 7,454/6.7
Ottawa County 237,638/90.] 3,874/15 1,104/0.4 6,738/2.9 14,410/5.5 2,2761/ 8.6
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2010.

Population by Age

The age of towrtgp residents provides an indication of economic, transportation, recreational and other
current community needs and how these will change as the population changes. Analysis of age may also
give an indication of the effect of migration. The Township'$020opulation was categorized by age
groups and compared with the 1990 and 2@@pulation, as shown in Table 3The median age for
Laketown was 46.8 in 2010, older than Allegan County (39.2 years) and older than the State of Michigan
(38.9 years).

Table 3
Population By Age
Laketown Township 199010
Age Groups 1990 % of Tota| 2000 % of Tota| 2010 % of Tota|
Under 5 348 7.1% 314 5.6% 246 4.5%
5¢14 773 15.8% 892 16.1% 714 13.0%
15¢24 675 13.8% 682 12.3% 621 11.3%
25¢ 34 967 19.8% 544 9.8% 419 7.6%
35¢44 947 19.4% 994 17.9% 584 10.6%
45¢ 54 540 11.0% 937 16.8% 1,058 19.2%
55¢ 64 286 5.9% 572 10.2% 887 16.1%
65 and over 352 7.2% 626 11.3% 976 17.7%
Total 4,888 100% 5,561 100% 5,505 100%
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Source: U.S. Bureau of Census, 1990, 2000 & 2010

Laketown Township has been experiencing a shift in population age during the last two decades. The
township went from a younger average population to an older average populét large increase
occurred in the population over 45 years old. This age group went from 24.1% in 1990 to 53% in 2010.
Another significant change was in the 25 to 34 age group. This group dropped from 19.8% in 1990 to just
7.6% in 2010. The aging oktpopulation may have an effect on the recreation planning. Another
interesting change was in the number and size of households. In 2010 there were 2,248 occupied housing
units, compared to 2,080 in 2000. This represents an 8% increase in the numbepieddeousing units,

though the population decreased by 1%.

Population Projections

The populaion projections shown in Table were prepared by the Regional West Michigan Planning
Commission, our local regional planning organization. Projection metragisgreatly and can include

any number of variables such as net migration and natural increase, utiliupspkuilding permits, and
employment variables. Mathematical projection methods using past data are also popular. A combination
of all methodss opposed to a single technique may be the best method.

Although the reliability of any projection method is questionable, a reasonable population outlook for the
future can be achieved. Population growth in the township in the next 10 years B)ablerojected to
grow by approximately 10%.

New, largescale employment centers for industrial or commercial/retail uses are not likely to be developed
since the land available for large development projects is restricted due to natural featureso{ispor
wetlands, sand dunes, etc.), zoning, highway access, and the lack of available utilities. Any large parcels
that meet the criteria for large industrial, commercial, or retail uses would likely be in much greater
demand for residential developmewntiih the exception of some parcels near the highway interchange and

the Blue Star Highway corridor. The township has created a Downtown Development Area in which some
commercial development is expected (see Appendix itemWAjh demand for residential pperty as the

major factor for population growth, the number of commercial and industrial employment centers will be
small. Therefore, the employment opportunities created by new industrial, retail or commercial will
account for only a small amount oktpopulation growth.

Table 4
Population and Population Projections
Laketown Township and Surrounding Areas 12820

1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2025 2030 |50 Year

Projected| Projected | Projected| Changg
Laketown Township 4,332 4,888 5,561 5,505 6,051 6,325 6,598 52%
Fillmore Township 2,307 2,710 2,756 2,681 2,732 2,757 2,783 21%
Park Township 10,354 | 13,541 | 17,579 | 17,802 | 20,604 22,005 23,406 | 126%
Holland Township 13,739 | 17,523 | 28,911 | 35,636 | 47,543 53,496 59,449 | 333%
City of Holland 26,281 | 25,086 | 35,048 | 33,051 | 34,083 34,598 35,114 | 34%

Planning Commission

Sources: 1982010 U.S. Bureau of the Census; 2020, 2025 & 2030 Projections, West Michigan Regio
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

The administrative structure of th&ownship as it relatesot recreation (noted below) was
developed in order to maximize recreational oppaoities available to residentsncrease
collaboration with neighboring communities and rprnofit entities, and minimize redundancy
and expense. Following is a descriptidreach segment of this administrative structure and how
they serve the electors.

Laketown Township Electors

[

Board of Trustees Parks & Recreation Commission
I |
Building Planning
Authority Commission
l I Staff

Board of Trustees
The Board of Trusteesinually approvethe Parks and Recreation Commission budget.

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION BUDGET FY2017

Supplies
Electricity

$ 2,000
$ 300
Maintenance $ 35,000
Contracted Services $ 5,000
Capital Outlay $ 40,000
Park Development $ 21,941
Bike Path Bond $ 55,890
Bike Path Maintenance $ 11,000

$ 4,000

$ 300

$ 175,431

Salaries
FICA
Department Total

Parks and Recreation Commission

The Laketown Township Parks and Recreation Commission was created pursuant to Act 271 of Michigan
Public Acts of 1921, as amended. This Act gives the Parks and Recreation ©arantissrity to acquire,
maintain, maage, and control thegpks and places of recreation, consistent with the degree of funding
allocated by the Township Board. The Parks and Recreation Commission develops the recreation plan and
subsequent grant applitians.
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Building Authority

The Laketown Township Building Authority was formed in 1996 to oversee the acquisition and demolition
of the former Michigan Dunes Correctional Facility. This property was acquired from the State of Michigan
and converted to pulz use. In 2007, the Building Authority sold a $500,000 bond to assist in the
restoration of the Felt Mansion which the State had turned into office space during its ownership of the
facility. The Mansion is regularly used for both public and privatatevacluding community festivals,
busness meetings, and weddingehe Buiding Authority worked with the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources to rejoin the original outbuildings of the Felt Estate to the mansion property through a
long term lease. Tawill allow for thedevelopment of Shore Acres Farm

Planning Commission

The Laketown Township Planning Commission was created pursuant to Act 168 of Michigan Pubic Acts
of 1959, as amended. This Act does not give specific authority to the PlanningsSion in the area of
recreation. Since recreation planning includes land use planning, the input of the Planning Commission
has been recognized as invaluable.

Staff

A township manager is hired by the BoafdTrustees The manager hires staff foetresponsibility of
day-to-day contact with citizens, park maintenance, grant administration, and advising the Parks and
Recreation Commission.

13



THE PLANNING PROCESS

The Laketown Township Parks and Recreation Commission is dedicatedaioaiondiag a

park, trail, and open space system including access to Lake Michigan that is responsive to th
priorities of the citizens and visitors it serves. The support received through financial and
assistance is vital to #ligycand maintenance of the public parks in the township.

The Laketown Township Parks and Recreation Commission updated its Commuanritg Bnd
Recreation Plan in 201As part of this process, accomplishments were noted and futuds nee
and projects idntified fromfeedback provided by residents in the 2016 Parks and Recreation
NeedsAssesment Survey (see Appendix iten).®ast surveys were conducted in 2000 and 2006.
In addition, a community meal was held on Wed., Aug. 16 for public input in theipdgmmocess.
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PARKS AND PATHWAYS RECREATION INVENTORY

The township is home to seven township parks, a State of Michigan Park, a Land Conservancy
Nature Preserve, lakgsathways and an MDOT rest ar¢see appendix iteril). A free brochure

is availableexplaining the recreational opportunities at each park, along with a map and
directions.

Lakes:

Gilligan Lake
A 20acre wild life lake featuring fishing, kayaking, unimproved b

landing, and roadside parking along"ggt. The east side of theka
is primarilywetlands.

Goshorn Lake

A 27acre residential lakimaturing fishing, swimming, kayaking, an, ¥
porta-potty. Public access at®5treet, veryimited parking =

15






















































































































































