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Laketown Calendar  

January   

30 - Workday at Felt Mansion^ 

February 

3 - Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m. 

3- Planning Commission* 

10 - Township Board Meeting* 

16 - Winter Taxes Due^ 

17- Parks and Recreation* 

22 - ZBA* 

March 

2010 Census to arrive^ 

3 -- Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m. 

3 – Planning Commission* 

10 – Township Board Meeting* 

and Annual Meeting 

17 – Parks and Recreation* 

29 - ZBA* 

 

*all meetings at 7:00 p.m. 

at the township hall 

unless otherwise noted 

^see article for details 

   

Laketown Township  
Office 

4338 Beeline Road 
Holland, Michigan 49423 

Phone: 616-335-3050 
Fax: 616-335-5459 

 

Office hours:                        
Monday - Friday                  

7:30 a.m. - 5  p.m.  

 Although I know that this edition of our 

newsletter will reach township residents around the 

end of January, my deadline to submit the 

supervisor's article was January 6th - the night of the 

Hope/Calvin basketball game. Following Calvin's 

win over my alma mater I sat down at my computer 

to "pen" my thoughts on our township and its 

future. Its future you ask? Laketown Township has 

been a legal reality for over 150 years and our State 

Constitution (which may be due for an overhaul 

within a year or two) firmly outlines a township 

form of government now governing over 50% of 

Michigan's population! 

  The Holland Sentinel editorial in the 

October 11, 2009 issue "Rethinking Local 

Government" calls for discussions on consolidating 

local area townships and school districts as a way to 

save costs and deliver services more efficiently.  The 

editorial's plan for Laketown Township would 

combine us with the townships of Saugatuck and 

Ganges - along with the cities of Saugatuck and 

Douglas. The reality is that counties, townships, 

school districts, cities, villages and special purpose 

districts (fire, library, hospital, etc.) are all "creatures" 

of the state and if we were to consider 

consolidations we would need state approvals and a 

more streamlined set of laws to allow this to happen.  

 Laketown Township already works with 

our adjacent townships, cities, school districts and 

special purpose districts. We pay our fair share of 

costs to provide water and wastewater from the City 

of Holland (on the north) and from the Kalamazoo 

Lake Sewer and Water Authority (owned by 

Saugatuck Township, Douglas and Saugatuck) along 

our southern border;  a joint Fire Department with 

Fillmore Township;  library, hospital and swimming 

opportunities with the City of Holland and other 

area townships;  access to park and recreational 

services with each of our adjacent cities and school 

districts (Holland, Hamilton and Saugatuck). We 

share inspection services (building, plumbing, 

electrical and mechanical) with neighboring 

townships and continually seek out areas where we 

can jointly share services and facilities at a cost 

savings to our respective residents and 

property owners. 

  If we as townships, cities, 

villages and school districts are going 

to look to the state to guide (or 

mandate) consolidations, I'd personally feel a lot 

better about it if they could get their own act 

together and initiate their own reforms to end the 

on-going imbalance between revenues and 

expenditures at the expense of local governments 

and school districts. The possibility of a new 

Constitutional Convention may be the one thing to 

spur them to action. 

  I subscribe to and read four newspapers:  

The Holland Sentinel, the Grand Rapids Press, the 

Local Observer and the Commercial Record. If 

these four newspapers would combine (or 

consolidate) into one newspaper my total cost would 

probably be lowered through reduced administrative 

costs and the sharing of production costs - but - I 

would be the loser because each of the newspapers 

offer a unique outlook and editorial view - much like 

individual townships, cities, villages and school 

districts offer options to the needs, services and 

quality of life that our residents want and desire. 

 Finally, March 10th is the date set for our 

Annual Meeting.  It is your opportunity to hear 

about the work that your various boards and 

commissions are doing and their ideas and dreams 

for the future. The annual budget will be available 

for review and you'll have the opportunity to meet 

with your friends and neighbors to personally thank 

our citizen volunteers for serving the township and 

the work that they do for you. I look forward to the 

meeting each year and I hope that you each do as 

well. 

 In response to the many people who have 

been asking about how my wife's brother is doing 

following the stem cell transplant - he's home, but 

the recovery will be long.  Keep everyone in your 

prayers.   On February 4th my mother will turn 90 

years of age.  Happy Birthday Mom!! 
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Clerk’s Corner é Wendy Van Huis, Clerk and Mary Geurink, Deputy Clerk 

 Township manager, Al Meshkin, celebrates 20 years with 

the township this month. It’s a noteworthy anniversary in govern-

ment management when many leaders leave for other positions 

after a few years. 

 “It’s been a busy 20 years,” said Meshkin. “I’ve enjoyed it 

very much.” 

 He’s proud to list many accomplishments for the town-

ship and its residents under his tenure including: 

increasing the number of township parks from two to six 

 adding 11 miles of non-motorized bike path to the town-

ship where there had been none 

 building a modern, functional fire station when previously 

the two-stall garage wouldn’t even fit the engines 

 adding several miles of water and sewer 

 demolishing a prison 

 restoring a mansion 

 maintaining the road and drain system 

 adding law enforcement 

 establishing a cooperative working 

relationship with the Herrick Public Li-

brary, Holland Aquatic Center, the Kal-

Lake and Holland Water & Sewer organiza-

tions 

 Amazingly, the advancements within the township have 

come at no additional cost. “There has been virtually no change in 

the tax rate for residents. In fact, I think it’s even gone down,” said 

Meshkin. 

 Meshkin believes that the township’s goals for the next 20 

years are just as important. The development of the Blue Star corri-

dor and Downtown Development Authority will take shape as the 

economy improves. Maintaining and improving the current parks 

and development in the township is also critical.  

 “I also have a regional water plant still on my list,” said 

Meshkin. 

Election Year 2010 - Welcome to the 2010 election year . . . it will 

be a busy one! As we see it now, there will be at least three elections. 

On May 4 there will be the scheduled school election. On August 3 

there will be the primary election for Governor as well as Congres-

sional and County races and possible proposals. The General elec-

tion will be held on November 2. More information will be posted 

as these elections near.  

Gibson Cemetery - At this time we would like to recognize the 

dedication of our cemetery sexton Clair DeMull. Clair has been 

faithfully tending to the Gibson cemetery on a volunteer basis for 

over a decade. Duties include marking plots for burial, planting grass 

where needed, and the general overseeing of the cemetery grounds.   

Many of our residents may not know, but we have ex-

panded to the North of the current cemetery, adding an additional 

160 plots. As our cemetery has expanded and the responsibilities 

increase, we are welcoming Chuck Strabbing as our new sexton in 

training. Thank you to both Clair and Chuck for their many hours of 

volunteer work to the Township! In the Spring newsletter, we will be 

updating you on our cemetery rules. 

Township Hall Office hours have changed to better accommodate residents. The township hall will now be open 

Monday - Friday from 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Manager Celebrates 20 Year Anniversary  

Arriving In Your Mailbox Soon:  

The 2010 Census 

 The U.S. Census counts every resident in the United 

States, and is required by the Constitution to take place every 10 

years. The 2010 Census will help communities receive more than 

$400 billion in federal funds each year for things like: 

 - Hospitals - Job training centers - Schools - Senior cen-

ters - Bridges, tunnels and other-public works projects - Emergency 

services 

The data collected by the census also help determine the number of 

seats your state has in the U.S. House of Representatives. 

 In March of 2010, census forms will be 

delivered to every residence in the United States and 

Puerto Rico. When you receive yours, just answer 

the 10 short questions and then mail the form back 

in the postage-paid envelope provided. If you don't 

mail the form back, you may receive a visit from a 

census taker, who will ask you the questions from 

the form. Any personal data you provide is protected under federal 

law. 

 For more information visit www.2010census.gov or stop 

by the township hall for hand-outs and materials. 
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 Two weeks ago, in December of 2009 the Allegan County 

Board of Commissioners passed a resolution to purchase the 

Haworth Building, and the 22-acre site on River Street in the City 

of Allegan for a new County Jail.  The Board of Commissioners 

chose this site because the infrastructure already in place would 

save the County taxpayers approximately $3 to $4 million in 

infrastructure costs in water and sewer availability. The building is 

approximately 180,000 square feet, including office space of 16 

thousand. The office space will hold the Sheriff’s Department. The 

rest of the structure will be torn down to make room for a new jail. 

The papers will be signed before the first of the year if the 

environmental survey meets the said requirements by the State.  

 The cost for the location was $1,750,000 which was paid 

for by the jail reserve fund.  The County had allocated $2.5 million 

dollars for infrastructure, and other amenities last year. The cost 

alone makes this an ideal location, and a benefit for the County and 

the City of Allegan.  The vote to make this happen was on October 

1, 2009.  The lone dissenting vote was 

from the County Commissioner Max 

Thiele who represents the City of 

Allegan.  

 WHY IS THIS A GOOD 

SITE? 

- There is 22 acres of land, which is 

plenty for a jail. 

- The County will save between $2 -3 

million on infrastructure costs. 

- The jail would be within one mile of the Court House. 

- It fits with the County Master Plan. 

- Cost effective at all levels of design and implementation.  

 If there are any questions that you may have of me please 

contact me at my office at:  (616) 355-2525 0r my cell phone: (616) 

403-0427. Thanks for your support. 

 Winter has arrived in full force and while the snow is stunning to look  

at through a house window, driving in it is another matter. Here’s a few driving 

tips for winter road conditions: slow down – speed limits are set for ideal driv-

ing conditions; remove all of the snow and ice from the windshield and win-

dows; check your wiper blades to make sure they are working properly; have 

sufficient tire tread and correct tire pressure; and keep your gas tank at least half 

full to help prevent moisture from forming in the gas tank. 

 Also, please remember that it is illegal to drive snow mobiles on the 

road or shoulder of the road. They may only be operated on private property 

with the property owner’s permission and on designated state trails. 

 If you are going away for the winter, we can do property checks while 

you are away. 

 Please contact me at the township hall with any questions or concerns. 

 Have a safe and happy winter. 

  

Deputy Round Up é Deputy Bob Curnick 

County Commissioner Report é Terry Burns  

 Commemorative sesquicentennial orna-

ments are available at no charge to tax payers. 

Please stop by the township office to pick up a 

beautiful holiday ornament. 

WinterFest Marks 150 Years For Township 

 DwellTech Solutions is making a 

wonderful donation of time and materials to 

the Felt Mansion. On Saturday, January 30, 

there will be a workday where DwellTech 

Solutions and Felt Mansion volunteers will 

implement energy-efficient measures that 

will result in cost-savings for the man-

sion. Work includes: caulking all the window 

trim, floor trim, crown molding and door 

trim on all levels.  

 DwellTech will donate the caulk 

and caulk guns for volunteers to use as well 

as teach volunteers how to do the job.  

 “I am very excited about this 

workday – and I hope as many of you as 

possible will be involved,” said Felt Estate 

project manager Pat Meyer.  

 The work day begins at 9 a.m., and 

lunch will be provided for working volun-

teers. Please email Patty if you are available 

to volunteer on that day at pat-

meyer@patmeyerrestoration.com 

Volunteer Day Slated For Mansion 
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Treasurerõs Trove  
  ... by Laketown Township Treasurer, Gary Dewey 

 Happy New Year and I wish you and yours to have a 

prosperous and productive year. Life is precious and we need to 

enjoy it and rejoice for each day the good Lord gives us. 

 We are in the process of collecting winter taxes and look 

forward to having nearly all winter taxes collected by the due date 

of Tuesday, February 16. Tax bills for residents in the Hamilton 

School District are always higher for the winter tax bill because the 

Hamilton School District opts out of collecting summer taxes. 

 We need to receive payments either via postal service or 

hand delivered to the township office on or before the due date of 

February 16. Please remember, postmarks are not honored in 

determining a timely payment and interest is added on February 

17th.  

 In addition to cash or check, Laketown Township offers 

residents the option of paying taxes by credit card or electronic 

check. These payments are handled by our servicing agent, Official 

Payments Corporation.  Additional information can be obtained 

by visiting the township website at www.laketowntwp.org and 

clicking on the link for Online Tax Payments. For credit card 

payments via telephone call 1-800-272-9829. Residents making 

online or telephone payments will need to know the exact amount 

owing prior to making payment.  Please call the township at (616) 

335-3050 for current pay-off amounts. 

 Hardship exemptions and tax deferment requests for 

those qualifying must be filed for each tax season of the year. 

Forms are available on our website or at the township office. 

 On March 15, 1994, 

Michigan voters approved the 

constitutional amendment 

known as Proposal A. Proposal 

A was designed to limit the 

growth in property taxes by the 

Consumer Price Index (CPI) 

until ownership in the property 

was transferred. 

How It Works 

 Prior to Proposal A, 

property taxes were based upon 

State Equalized Value (SEV). 

With the implementation of Pro-

posal A, property taxes are now 

based upon Taxable Value. Each 

year, the Assessing Office calcu-

lates the SEV for every property 

based upon sales occurring 

within the time frame as outlined 

by the State Tax Commission. A 

property’s taxable status is deter-

mined as of December 31, which 

is called Tax Day. 

 Additionally, each 

property has a Capped Value. 

Capped Value is calculated by 

multiplying the prior year’s Tax-

able Value, with adjustments for 

additions and losses, by the CPI 

as calculated by the State of 

Michigan and cannot increase by 

more than 5%.  

Capped Value = (Prior TV-

Losses) x (1+ CPI*) + Additions 

 * Percent of change in the rate 

of inflation or 5%, whichever is 

less, expressed as a multiplier. 

Taxable Value = The lesser of 

State Equalized Value or Capped 

Value unless there is a transfer 

of ownership.  

The Equalization Timetable 

With significant evidence of 

declining market values, the 

State Tax Commission has man-

dated a one year sales study time 

period for all jurisdictions as 

opposed to the traditional two 

year sales study window. Here in 

Laketown we used a one year 

study last year as well to try and 

reflect current market conditions 

as accurately as possible. 

For 2010 assessments, the 12 

month sales study begins Octo-

ber 1, 2008 and ends September 

30, 2009. Use of a 12 month 

study allows 2010 assessments to 

more accurately reflect current 

market conditions; however, the 

limited number of current sales 

also means that many areas of 

the Township have limited data 

for the Assessor to calculate 

current assessments. It may be 

necessary for the Assessor to 

expand areas for reviewing 

neighborhood analysis or esti-

mate market changes based upon 

area trends. 

Actual Sale Price is not True 

Cash Value 

 The law defines True 

Cash Value as the usual selling 

price of a property. The Legisla-

ture and the Courts have very 

clearly stated that the actual sell-

ing price of a property is not a 

controlling factor in the True 

Cash Value or State Equalized 

Value as calculated by the Asses-

sor. For this reason, when ana-

lyzing sales for the purpose of 

determining assessment changes, 

the Assessor will review all sales 

but exclude non-representative 

sales from the assessment analy-

sis. 

Foreclosure Sales 

 Inherent in the defini-

tion on usual selling price is the 

assumption that the sale does 

not involve any element of dis-

tress from either party. The State 

Tax Commission has issued 

guidelines concerning foreclo-

sure sales and, generally speak-

ing, these guidelines preclude the 

Assessor from considering fore-

closure sales when calculating 

values for assessment purposes. 

For this reason, all distressed 

sales, such as sales involving 

mortgage foreclosure or sales 

involving transfers to or from 

relocation companies, are not 

considered as typical sales in the 

valuation of property for assess-

ment purposes nor are they reli-

able indicators of value when 

making market comparisons for 

current assessed values or ap-

peals. 

So What Does it all Mean? 

 How can I expect my 

assessment to change in 2010? 

 As stated in the Equali-

zation Timetable, for 2010, the 

time period of the sales study for 

assessment review is October 1, 

2008 through September 30, 

2009. Continued on page 5é 

Proposal A in Declining Market é by Laketown Township Assessor Paul Smith 
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From the Fire Department    é.  by Fire Chief, Cal Haverdink  

 Winter is here in full force and I 

want to remind Laketown Township 

residents of some safety issues that snow 

and cold weather bring to our area. A big 

problem is when house numbers or 

reflective signs become covered with snow, 

or damaged by snowplows. If it is hidden by 

snow, or bent so that it is not visible from 

the road, any emergency response could be 

delayed as we try to determine the correct 

address. As you get your mail from the 

mailbox each day, please take a moment to 

make sure your house number is visible 

from the road.  

   Another problem facing the Fire 

Department as snow builds up, is fire 

hydrants that become buried. For those 

residents living in areas of the township that 

are serviced with fire hydrants, we ask your 

co-operation in making sure the snow is 

removed from around each fire hydrant. 

Approximately a 3 foot circumference 

around the hydrant is sufficient. All 

hydrants should be marked with a flag or 

marker to help us locate them when snow 

builds up. If you notice a hydrant that does 

not have a flag or marker, please call the 

Fire station at (616) 396-4060 or the 

Township Office at (616) 335-3050 and 

report it.  

 Another problem happens when 

snow removal contractors cover fire 

hydrants with piles of snow. If your area has 

problems with contractors covering or 

blocking fire hydrants please advise them to 

stop. If need be, contact the fire department 

and I will try to contact them to correct the 

problem. In the event of an actual structure 

fire, time is much better spent on 

extinguishing the fire rather than looking for 

and uncovering a fire hydrant. 

    Cold weather can cause heating 

systems to work overtime to keep residents 

warm. Make sure your heating source is 

operating properly. As always smoke 

detectors need to be properly installed and 

(Continued on page 6) 

LAKETOWN IN THE WINTER 

While the snow provides a quiet 

hush over the Township, many things are 

happening in the parks.  This year we are 

enjoying the new ice skating rink at Shore 

Acres. There are also plenty of cross-

country ski tracks and hikers footprints in 

the snow along the trails. The quiet beauty 

of a Laketown winter is wonderful.  The 

Parks Commission is using the winter to 

work on several items which should lead us 

to a wonderful summer season. One of our 

priorities has to do with all that dirt that was 

placed behind the Township Hall last sum-

mer. 

In 2003, the Parks Commission 

completed a master plan to use the property 

behind the Township Hall for active field 

sports like soccer and baseball, and hard 

surface sports like basketball and tennis. 

This plan has been on the shelf due to fund-

ing limitations starting with the cost of site 

preparation. The area behind the Township 

Hall needed a significant amount of fill to 

make it level and playable.  

Last summer we had the chance to 

get about $100,000 of free (and clean) soil 

from the Holland Board of Public Works. 

We gladly accepted that soil and had it 

placed behind the Township Hall. We had 

to spend money to hire a bulldozer to move 

the soil around the property once the BPW 

had it delivered. The big trucks were sinking 

into the soft soil so the bulldozer took the 

soil from the spot where the trucks dumped 

it and pushed it 

away from the 

existing parking 

lot.  

T h e 

next step is to 

get the soil 

g r a d e d  a n d 

seeded. The State is offering certain grants 

that, if they are awarded to the Township, 

should cover the costs of final grading and 

the seeding so that it can be used for field 

sports. If all goes well, we should have al-

most $200,000 of improvements completed 

this summer for about the cost of $50,000 

which includes the cost of the dozer work 

already completed.  

  

See You In The Parks … by Linda Howell 

From the Assessor Continued... 

Sales occurring after October 1, 

2009 will not be reviewed until 

the 2011 assessment cycle. Using 

more current sales data means 

that almost every SEV in Lake-

town Township will be reduced 

for 2010. The problem, however, 

is that there is limited sales data 

in the current 12 month study so 

many neighborhoods have little 

or no sales data for the Assessor 

to use in calculating the 2010 

assessment roll. Therefore, many 

neighborhood adjustments will 

be based on market activity in 

the surrounding areas, general 

market trends or be frozen until 

market levels can be determined. 

For 2010, the CPI has been cal-

culated at -0.3%. Yes, you read 

that correctly. Everyone’s taxable 

value will decrease for 2010 

(barring new construction). 

There are many areas in the 

township that have dropped in 

value to the point where taxes 

will be based on the SEV since 

that number is lower than the 

capped value so in many cases, 

the new taxable value will drop 

by a higher percentage  than the 

-.3% CPI. 

 In February you will 

receive your annual Value 

Change Notice with the SEV 

and Taxable values for 2010.  

 As always, if you have 

any questions, please feel free to 

contact us at the township hall 

and we will do our best to an-

swer your questions. 
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maintained. As an added safety precaution every home should be equipped with a CO detector. 

These are especially important throughout the winter months as most homes are tightly sealed 

against the outdoor cold. Carbon Monoxide is “the silent killer” and can be trapped inside your 

home if defective appliances are releasing it. It has no odor, so people don’t notice it without some 

type of detection device.  

   Heavy snow fall requires removal from roofs, decks, or porches. Use extreme caution when 

removing snow and ice from these areas. Steep roofs can cause slip and fall injuries very quickly. The 

exertion in moving heavy snow deposits also places a strain on cardiac systems as well as muscles. 

These types of jobs are sometimes best left to professionals who have the proper tools (and 

insurance) to do the job. 

 Another problem Fire Departments face as the snow builds is driveway width. At least 20’ 

width would be required to accommodate two vehicles side by side. If you have questions or 

concerns about accessibility for your residence, call the Fire Station or Township Office and leave a 

message. The Fire Chief will make arrangements to have someone come out and check your 

property to make sure it is accessible. 

 Although all of the year end statistics are not compiled as of this newsletter, I would like to 

share some preliminary information. The number of calls that Graafschap Fire/Rescue responded to 

in 2009 shows a decrease from 2008. In 2009 we responded to 287 calls as compared to 2008 with 

355 calls. This is a reduction of 68 calls, or nearly 20% less runs. A more detailed report of the types 

of calls that we responded to, will be available at a later date. Thanks to all of our residents for your 

continued support!       

(Continued from page 5)                                     

Laketown Township Directory 

Township Office - 616.335.3050 

Township Board 

Supervisor - Terry Hofmeyer 

Treasurer - Gary Dewey 

Clerk - Wendy Van Huis 

Trustee - Bob Scanlan 

Trustee - Ed Stielstra 

Planning Commission  Chair - Bob Cook 

Zoning Board of Appeals Chair - Herb 

Johnson 

Parks and Recreation Chair - 

Linda Howell  

Township Staff 

Manager - Al Meshkin 

Assessor - Paul Smith 

Administrative Assistants: Kathy Stoike, 

Mary Geurink, Charlene Fields, Diane 

Ybarra 

Building Inspector - Al Ellingsen - 

269.236.5788 or 616.395.1152 

Mechanical Inspector - Bob Modreske 

616.477.4940 

Electrical Inspector - Gordon Bosch - 

616.396.1448 

Plumbing Inspector  - Gary Raak ð 

616.399.6924 

County Commissioner - Terry Burns - 

616.335.2525 

State Representative - Rep. Bob Genetski - 

517.373.0836 

State Senator - Sen. Patricia Birkholz - 

888.287.2889 

U.S. Congressman - Peter Hoekstra -

616.395.0030 

Allegan County Directory 

Animal Control ð 269. 673.0519 

Central Dispatch ð 269. 673.3899 

Clerk ð 269. 673.0450 

Drain Commissioner ð 269. 673.0440 

Health Department ð 269. 673.5411 

Register of Deeds ð 269. 673.0390 

Road Commission ð 269. 673.2184 

Senior Services ð 877. 673.5333 

Treasurer ð 269. 673.0260 

  

Streets Lights ð contact Consumers En-

ergy 800. 477.5050 or email at  

customer@consumers.engery.com 


