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Laketown Calendar  

May   

4 - 8 Tulip Time Tours at Felt 

Mansion ^ 

5 - Election Day^ 

6 - Planning Commission* 

6 - Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m. 

13 - Township Board Meeting* 

20 - Parks and Recreation* 

June 

3 - Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m. 

3 - Planning Commission* 

10 - Township Board Meeting* 

17 - Parks and Recreation* 

22 - ZBA* 

July 

1 - Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m. 

1 – Planning Commission* 

8 – Township Board Meeting* 

15 – Parks and Recreation* 

19 - Green Food and Bluegrass 

Festival at Felt Mansion^ 

27 - ZBA* 

*all meetings at 7:00 p.m. 

at the township hall 

unless otherwise noted 

 This past Sunday (April 5th) I was 

watching our local PBS station and they were 

presenting a program of songs from the play and 

movie "South Pacific".  A refrain from one of the 

songs goes like this:  "If you don't have a dream, 

how are you going to make a dream come true?".  I 

believe this could well be the theme of our 

afternoon Township Board retreat scheduled for 

the 21st of April.  Most of the time those of us 

serving on boards or commissions spend our time 

on day to day matters or "putting out fires" and not 

nearly enough time looking to the future or 

planning for the things that are necessary to keep 

Laketown Township the great place that it is! Your 

township board is committed to this goal and an 

afternoon retreat will provide for this opportunity 

and I am looking forward to participating in this 

event. 

  If you're like me, a lot of my information 

and entertainment comes from television and, 

although most of us may be connected by "cable" 

or a "dish", I'd like to assure everyone that a plain 

old antenna can do a great job of bringing the 

world to your home. If you have a digital television 

and are hooked up to an antenna or if you have a 

non-digital television and have it hooked to a 

"converter box" you already know that some area 

television stations are broadcasting in a digital 

mode. Besides the improved picture quality, they 

are broadcasting additional digital channels!  June 

12th is the new digital start up date and if you are 

on an outside antenna you will be amazed at the 

additional programming coming from our local 

broadcasters. 

  At a recent Macatawa Area Coordinating 

Council board meeting we (all local area townships 

and cities) received a detailed update on the 2010 

Census. It is important to remember that an 

accurate count is necessary for all units of 

government since many of the shared revenues 

from both the state and 

federal governments are 

based, at least in part, 

on population 

figures. We were assured 

that although data 

collected is shared and 

utilized, individual data 

is confidential. You'll be 

hearing a lot more on 

this topic in the coming 

months and we will include additional information 

in future newsletters.  Remember - it is important 

to be counted and included in the 2010 Census. 

  The township's new refuse collection has 

started as of April 1st and I am pleased to report 

that the first week has gone well with just a few 

minor problems being reported.  If however you 

are having a problem or need a question answered, 

a telephone call to Chef or the township office 

should readily clear up or resolve the situation. My 

family has made it a habit to recycle as much as we 

can and it is now much easier to become a 

dedicated recycler. Recycling bags are provided free 

of charge and they are collected at your home.  It's 

a great way to reduce the amount of material that 

might otherwise end up in an area landfill.   

 A recent quote in the Grand Rapids Press 

(April 3, 2009) from Mr. Doug Wood, Kent 

County Public Works Director, stated:  "The long 

term goal will be that your recycling material will be 

bigger than your trash".  I believe this applies to 

Laketown Township and I feel that we have a great 

opportunity to do something good - recycle 

everything that you can and we'll all save in the 

long run! 

  One final note - school elections are 

scheduled for May 5th. All elections are important!  

Please get out and vote! 



 Many great events are taking place at the Felt Estate this spring and summer 
season:  On April 27-30, we will have Garden Days at the mansion. These days will 
consist of three two-hour shifts (9 - 11 a.m.; 1 - 3 p.m.; and 5 - 7 p.m.) giving volunteers 
the opportunity to help spruce up the mansion grounds for spring. Bring your garden 
club members, master gardeners, retirees, teen-agers -- anyone who loves to be outside 
and wants to volunteer time to the Felt Mansion. Each person who volunteers two 
hours will receive five tickets to our Summer Sunday tours or to our annual Holiday 
tours - a $50 value! These make wonderful gifts for friends and family! 
 May 4 - 8, we will feature Tulip Time tours from 9 a.m. - noon; and 4 - 8 p.m. 
daily.  A shuttle bus will offer continuous round trips from the City Flats Hotel in Hol-
land. Cost:  $10 per person; $8 seniors; 12 and under free. One evening will feature the 
Sweet Adeline's (date TBA upon final confirmation with the group).  The tours are 
open to the public. No advance tickets are needed. 
 On July 19 is our first annual Saugatuck 
Green Food Bluegrass Festival featuring the legendary 
band, Cabbage Crik.  Ticket information will be an-
nounced soon.    
 And on August 18, we have the annual Culi-
nary event (more details as the date approaches). 
 So, we have many great events coming your 
way --- and many volunteer opportunities. Reserve 
the dates!  Please visit the mansion website 
www.feltmansion.org for more details, and for a cal-
endar featuring dates and times. 

Page 2  

Clerk’s Corner … Wendy Van Huis, Clerk and Mary Geurink, Deputy Clerk 

May 5th Election 

 About four years ago, State law required that local units of governments run School elections instead of being run by the indi-

vidual school districts. Fortunately, Laketown had already divided our precincts into our three school districts, making it far more effi-

cient for us to run each election. This also made it easier for our registered voters to vote at the same location at each election whether 

it be a school election or a general election. 

 On May 5, 2009 we are holding elections for our three school districts. Those in the Holland and Saugatuck School districts 

will be voting at the Township Hall, while those in the Hamilton School district will be voting at the Graafschap Fire Department. 

 You will be voting on School Board members and millage renewals for each school district. If you have any questions regard-

ing ballot issues, you can contact the individual schools.  

 If you have a question on voting procedure, call the Township at (616) 335-3050.  

 

Gibson Cemetery Rules 

 Because spring is here, we want to list some of the township’s rules that apply especially to this time of year: 

 - No planting of trees, shrubs, or perennials by owners of burial rights will be allowed. 

 - As soon as flowers or wreaths or small mementoes of respect used at funerals or placed upon graves at other times become 

faded or unsightly, please see that they are removed. 

 Work is being done on our cemetery expansion and we will have more details in our next newsletter to update you on the 

progress. 

Tours, Music & Food At The Felt Mansion Help Eliminate Garlic Mustard 

At The  

Saugatuck Dunes State Park 

  

 Volunteers are needed at the Sauga-

tuck Dunes State Park to help pull garlic mus-

tard and restore the dunes. The pull, organized 

by the DNR, is slated for May 4 from 10 a.m. 

– 1 p.m.  

 Volunteers should meet at the main 

gate and bring work shoes, gloves and drink-

ing water. 

 To learn more and to register please 

visit www.michigan.gov/dnrvolunteers and 

click on the Calendar of Volunteer Steward-

ship Workdays link.   

 Contact Laurel Malvitz-Draper, at 

malvitzl@michigan.gov or (248) 359-9057 

with any questions.   

 For “day-of” questions or directions, 

contact Melanie Good (workday leader) at 

(616) 443-6323. 
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 Allegan County had a busy first quarter. Many ongoing 

issues affect residents in Laketown Township. 

 Here is a brief summary of issues and developments in the 

county: 

 1 - The County Commissioners will be voting in April to 

approve the capturing of taxes from Laketown’s Downtown 

Development Authority (DDA) to let the DDA keep the taxes for 

a specified period of time to help finance the DDA in the short and 

long-term. The term would be for 25 years and would not to 

exceed 75% of monies collected and allow the County to capture 

25%. I will be voting to allow the Township to keep 75% of the 

available taxes on new construction in the DDA for the time 

specified. The need for economic development in Allegan County 

is an important part of our growth and would be a great asset for 

the citizens of Laketown Township and Allegan County. 

 2 - The current financial picture in Michigan and in our 

County has hit us negatively, but we have been very diligent not to 

spend more than we receive. The County Commissioners policy 

has been to keep expenses to revenues at 60%. This has been our 

policy for the past three years, and will remain that way as long as I 

am in office. 

 3 - The Jail is still an issue, but with our economy the way 

it is we are looking to cut back in areas that we can without 

compromising the jail itself.  The County has benefited from a 

Regional Jail study even though Kent and Kalamazoo Counties 

opted out. Through the Regional Jail study we found out that we 

were in the best position to build a jail than the other two Counties 

with our location, and size being a factor that the others didn’t 

have. The current estimated costs to build a jail are about $30 

million dollars. This estimated cost would support a jail that would 

house 400 beds and could be expanded to 800 in the future.   

 4 - The County budget is $35 million for 2009.  

 5 - Laketown Township and the County Emergency 

Management Team have been encouraged to write a bill to be 

introduced through the office of Senator Birkholz that would make 

I-196 an emergency access point for fire and police. This has been 

an on going project for about 15 

years. Hopefully the State will see the 

necessity of this safety issue. 

 6 - County Mental Health 

(CMH) has a waiting list for Medicaid 

of over 200 people. Given the current 

way of doing business at the State 

level this figure is appalling at best. In 

order to qualify for Medicaid one has 

to get rid of their assets before they receive (spend down) medicaid 

benefits, therefore causing the current waiting list to use our 

depleted general fund. This is a State wide problem with no end. It 

appears that the State would like to divide mental health programs 

into 18 regions, which would take away the County’s ability to self-

govern this mandate. 

 7 - I represent Allegan County in Lansing on the 

Economic, Development and Taxation Committee of the Michigan 

Association of Counties (MAC). At the last meeting the State looks 

to be in financial straights with an estimated deficit of $1,400 

million dollars and growing. Michigan is expected to receive 

approximately $7 billion dollars in Federal stimulus money of 

which very little will trickle down to the County level. 

 8 - I am also working with the County Victim Services 

group as a volunteer. This group of people is dedicated to helping 

those at crime scenes, which helps the police do their job as fact 

finders and reconstructing the crime-scene itself. 

 9 - Lastly, the County appears to be in good shape 

financially, and the Strategic Plan will give the County a guide for 

the future.  If you have any questions of me call me at (616) 403-

0427 or (616) 355-2525. 

 

Thank you for allowing me to serve you! 

 

Terry Burns 

Allegan County Commissioner District 1 

Deputy Round Up … Deputy Bob Curnick  

 After a long winter, spring has arrived. The nice weather 

brings more people outside to the parks and the multi-use paths in 

the township. I want to urge motorists to use caution when pulling 

into and out of driveways as well as driving on the road. 

 This time of year is also a good time to remind 

residents of the regulations surrounding the use of dirt 

bikes, quads and other types of motorized vehicles. These 

types of vehicles may only be used on your own property 

or the property where the owner has given consent. Writ-

ten consent is always a good idea. 

 We’ve seen a high number of traffic violations involving 

stop signs this spring. Motorists need to remember to come to a 

complete stop at stop signs. Rolling through a stop sign is a traffic 

violation. 

 The Allegan County marine division is hosting a 

boater safety class this spring. For more information and 

dates call Lisa at (269) 673-0500 ext. 4200 or Sgt. Cory 

Hunt at (269) 673-0500 ext. 4463. 
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IT’S SPRING IN YOUR PARKS -- FINALLY 

 The Parks and Recreation Commission is excited about new opportunities for our township residents to come out and explore 

our parks. The Commission has joined with the Outdoor Discovery Center (ODC) to bring to you a series of events and programs.  

 Over the last couple of years, the professionals from ODC have put on a few programs at our Parks. The program reviews are 

consistently positive and we wanted to offer even more outdoor programming. The new programs are being offered at NO COST to the 

participants. If you know you want to attend, registration is requested, but not required. Registration will allow Parks and ODC to plan 

for the anticipated number of people and to evaluate what programs are worth repeating next year. A pull out calendar that gives you the 

details of the events is in this newsletter. Please save that calendar so you can plan ahead and take part in these programs.   

  Although as I write this, the weather watchers say it’s going to snow again, it’s time to think about the beach. Winter winds left 

a ton of sand on the Laketown Beach stairs this spring. Crews of people doing community service work are set to shovel the stairs the 

first three weekends in May.  It is a good sign when various parts of government can work together to achieve goals:  The Community 

Service workers return value to the community through their labor and the community receives the value of the labor (and the sand-free 

stairs) with only nominal cost for supervision. Thanks to the Allegan County Sheriff’s Office for their assistance is coordinating this pro-

ject. 

 Also in connection with the beach stairs, we are working on a grant application to reconstruct the top portion of the stairs at a 

higher level to cut down on the amount of sand that the wind deposits on the stairs and to strengthen the staircase. This grant is through 

the same program that originally provided the grant funding for the construction of the stairs. We are hopeful the application will be ap-

proved this fall.  If the grant is approved, construction would occur in the summer of 2010. 

 Finally, on a more serious note, we have had some recurring vandalism at Wolters Woods.  The skylight in the bathroom has 

been repeatedly broken.  On one occasion, the time of the destruction was narrowed to between 3:30 pm and 7:30 pm on a weekday. We 

are working with the Sheriff’s Office on this matter, but if you see anything suspicious (in this park or any other), please call 911 or the 

Township Office and report it.  This is your park and the repair dollars come from your taxes.  Please help us stop this senseless destruc-

tion. 

Treasurerõs Trove  
  ...by Laketown Township Treasurer, Gary Dewey 

See You At The Parks   ….by Linda Howell 

 Tax time has come and gone again, and I am always 

amazed by the friendly and positive attitude of Laketown residents 

when paying taxes. In this difficult economy paying taxes does not 

seem user friendly or easy, but I think we all realize what a blessing 

we have living in a democratic and free country. Whenever I hear 

the National Anthem played, I get shivers up my spine and shed a 

few tears. I have had friends and relatives in World War II, the 

Korean conflict, and Viet Nam and Iraq, and I am proud to be an 

American. I am willing and proud to pay taxes at the national, 

state, and local level to take care of what needs to be done. 

 We have settled our property tax collection with Allegan 

County and everything balanced to the penny. Charlene Fields, 

our Deputy Treasurer, does a fantastic job making sure that 

everything balances. If there are delinquent taxes, Allegan County 

assumes those and adds interest and penalties. Payoff amounts on 

delinquent taxes may be obtained by calling Allegan 

County Treasurer's office at (269) 673-0260. 

 Hamilton School District continues to opt out of 

summer tax collection. Summer tax bills for the Hamilton School 

District will include only the State Education Tax and the county 

operating tax. Winter bills will be larger and include all remaining 

millages. 

 An early reminder, Hardship Exemptions for taxes must 

be applied for each year and the application process is somewhat 

tedious. Forms may be obtained at the township office or online at 

www.laketowntwp.org.  Tax deferment requests need to be applied 

for each tax season and year. These forms may also be obtained at 

the township office or online.  

 It goes without saying, our nation and state are in 

difficult economic times. Our nation has gone through this before 

and become a stronger and better country. However, national and 

state economic issues create local issues. Our township board has 

had to make some difficult decisions to save money and balance 

our budget. We are thankful for your support for our decisions 

and pray that our local, state, and national government economic 

issues will be resolved so that we can finance the services our 

residents have enjoyed in the past.  
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 This year’s March 

Board of Review is over 

(whew!!) and the assessing roll 

for 2009 has been sent to the 

Allegan County Equalization 

Department for their review. 

Our Board of Review members: 

Laura Canaan (chair), Don 

VanHuis (secretary), Warren 

Rasmussen and Bob Jaskulski 

(alternate) and Township 

Supervisor, Terry Hofmeyer 

addressed the concerns of 74 

taxpayers that came in. Thank 

you all for your work in 

reviewing citizen concerns. 

Property owners came with 

specific questions about the 

values placed on their parcels. 

They also had many more 

general questions about the 

assessing process and Proposal 

A. And there were a few that 

came in to argue their 

assessment up. 

 Assessments always lag 

the market and are generally 

based on sales that occurred 

within the previous two years. 

For 2009, we used a one-year 

time period (from September, 

2007 to October, 2008) to try 

and reflect more 

accurately the 

current state of the 

market.  

 Taxes are 

not based on 

assessed values 

(AV); they are 

based on taxable 

values (TV). There were a lot of 

people asking about their 

assessment dropping but their 

taxable value still going up.  That 

happens is when there is a 

difference between those two 

numbers. Keep in mind that the 

bigger that difference, the more 

tax dollars Proposal A has saved 

you over the years. Prior to 

Proposal A we all paid taxes on 

the state equalized values (SEV). 

 Taxable values on 

each parcel go up each year by 

the Consumers Price Index 

(CPI) or 5%, which 

ever is less. That 

number is issued each 

year by the State Tax 

Commission on a 

statewide basis. This 

year it is 4.4%. If your 

assessed value drops 

down below that value 

then your taxable value is the 

lower of the two.  There were 

many areas in the township 

where the assessed values 

dropped low enough to affect 

the taxable value. 

 One other item: If you 

have just built a new home or 

recently purchased an existing 

home, please check to be sure 

you have applied for the 

Principal Residence Exemption. 

We come across a few people 

every year that qualify but 

haven’t applied. Also, if you’ve 

moved from a home that was 

your Principal Residence and 

that home is on the market and 

not rented, you can apply for a 

Conditional Rescind and still get 

the tax break for up to three 

years. The Conditional Rescind 

needs to be applied for each year 

that you wish to claim it.  The 

Principal Residence Exemption 

form is located on the Forms 

page of the Laketown Township 

website - www.laketowntwp.org. 

The form is also available at the 

township office.  

 As always, feel free to 

contact me with any questions. 

Board Of Review Helps Answer Tax Questions   ...by Paul Smith, Assessor 

From the Fire Department   ….by Fire Chief Cal Haverdink  

 Since spring has arrived I thought 

it would be appropriate to review some of 

the rules and regulations regarding outdoor 

burning and obtaining burn permits. 

Laketown Township residents can obtain a 

burn permit by calling the Township Office 

during business hours at (616) 335-3050 or 

by contacting the Fire Chief or a Fire 

Officer. The following numbers can be 

used: 

Chief cell phone: (616) 836-5779 

 Assistant Chief: (616) 836-7331 

 Captain: (616) 218-3227 

 Lieutenant: (616) 886-7928 

 Fire Station: (616) 396-4060 

 Burn permits are issued on a day to 

day basis. There is no charge for a burn 

permit and are issued either over the 

telephone or by personal request. Before 

burning please consider mulching or another 

means of disposal as we all wish to keep our 

air as clean as possible. If burning is your 

only alternative there are several rules you 

must follow: 

1. The fire must be attended at all times by a 

responsible person. 

2. You must have a garden hose or other 

means of extinguishment readily available. 

3. Burn only between sunrise and sunset. 

4. Smoke should not be a nuisance to your 

neighbors. 

5. Persons living in subdivisions or higher 

density population areas can only obtain 

permits for odd numbered days. 

6. Only brush, grass, leaves, papers can be 

burned. It is illegal to burn garbage, building 

materials, plastics, tires, household 

furnishings etc. 

7. The area of Laketown Township West of 

66th St. to Lake Michigan must have all 

outdoor fires contained in an approved burn 

device. 

8. Your fire must be COMPLETELY OUT 

before leaving it unattended. 

 The State 

Department of 

Natural Resources 

reminds all citizens 

that you are 

responsible for any damages or costs of 

confinement that are caused by a fire you 

ignited. 

   One other item that I would like to 

update Laketown residents on is the status 

of our off road vehicle project. As many of 

you know the Department has been raising 

money to purchase an off road vehicle to 

replace the Quad which we have been using 

for approximately 15 years. I am happy to 

report that the Department has been able to 

purchase a new Polaris Ranger with a crew 

cab. We are currently in the process of 

equipping this unit with medical supplies as 

well as a tank and pump so it can be used 

for fire suppression. Hopefully it will be 

finished in time to display at the Fourth of 

July pancake Breakfast. We are looking 

forward to seeing you then! 
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Single Waste Hauler Contract Begins 

 April 1 was 

the start day for the 

single waste-hauler contract in 

Laketown Township. Residents 

need to sign-up with Chef 

Container, 4368 60th Street for 

refuse collection and recycle 

service within the township. 

 Residents have been 

changing their service since the 

ordinance was passed by the 

Board of Trustees in January. 

Chef Container representatives 

have mailed out paperwork to 

township residents detailing 

plans of the new service. 

 One key element of the 

new sign-up process is that 

residents who pay for 12 months 

of service in advance will receive 

one month of free service. Chef 

Container, who will handle 

billing directly, will 

pre-bill residents on a 

three-month cycle. Service 

includes bag, container and 

recycle service as well as two 

vouchers for clean-up services. 

Call Chef Container when you 

are ready for a clean-up coupon. 

 Another part of the 

township’s contract with Chef 

allows for residents to stop and 

re-start service for a period of 

time greater than one month at 

no charge. Chef must be notified 

30 days before the beginning of 

the next billing cycle. For 

summer residents and snow-

birds this is a great service. 

 Contact Chef Container 

at (616) 494-0561 Monday – 

Friday from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. for 

more information. 

Save The Date!

  

Sunday, July 19, 2009 

1- 7 p.m. 

 

The first annual  

Saugatuck Green Food 

Bluegrass Festival! 

Good food ~ Great music 

Advanced tickets available online 

starting May 1 at 
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/61412 


