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Laketown Calendar  

February   

4 - Planning Commission* 

4 - Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m. 

11 - Township Board Meeting* 

16 - Winter Taxes Due^ 

18 - Parks and Recreation* 

23 - ZBA* 

March 

4 - Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m. 

4 - Planning Commission* 

11 - Township Board Meeting* 

       Annual Meeting ^ 

18 - Parks and Recreation* 

30 - ZBA* 

April  

1 - Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m. 

1 – Planning Commission* 

8 – Township Board Meeting* 

15 – Parks and Recreation* 

27 - ZBA* 

*all meetings at 7:00 p.m. 

at the township hall 

unless otherwise noted 

^see article for details 

 It is a snowy January afternoon as I sit 

down to write my quarterly newsletter article for the 

township and my thoughts are centering on the 

work to-do over the next few weeks. Topping the 

list is taking down the Christmas tree and then 

removing the outdoor lights - it's always sad to put 

the Christmas season behind us and get back to the 

workday routines. 

  Those of you following the economic 

news, both nationally and here in Michigan, know 

that it continues to be a very dreary picture. Jobs are 

being lost, investments continue to linger at historic 

lows, gas prices are again on the rise and our 

township is being warned that our state shared 

revenues may not be at the levels we were planning 

on for the next fiscal year. All of this will be putting 

pressure on the Township Board and our staff as we 

prepare a new budget for 2009/2010. We are not 

looking at a tax rate increase, but we are looking at 

ways to cut costs, be more efficient and in short, do 

the very best that we can with the resources that we 

will have available to us. It will not be an easy budget 

process! 

  The township's Board of Review will be 

meeting in the near future and our Assessor, Paul 

Smith, has provided information in this newsletter. I 

encourage you, if you have questions regarding the 

State Equalized Value or the Taxable Value of your 

home or property to ask and have your questions 

answered. Every community in the state (townships, 

villages and cities) is required to have a local Board 

of Review and, although local boards have the ability 

to adjust state equalized and taxable values, they 

must do so following 

state law and guidelines 

from the State of 

Michigan and the Allegan 

County Equalization 

Department.   

 Many of you, 

looking at your most 

recent tax bill, are 

wondering why, in an 

economy that is seeing 

home and property values dropping at a dramatic 

rate you are still seeing an increase in your taxes. A 

large part of this is due to the Consumer Price Index 

(CPI) figure of 4.4% which is mandated by the State 

of Michigan to all municipalities including Laketown 

Township.  

 Our 2009 Board of Review sessions will 

not be easy ones, but I have every confidence that 

our Assessor and each Board of Review member are 

trained, knowledgeable and will be fair and 

reasonable in their decisions. 

  Each year our deputies remind us to be 

cautious while driving during the evening hours and 

watch for deer crossing the road.  We need to get 

this message out to the deer.  I had a deer run into 

the side of my vehicle and after having my car in the 

shop for four days and my insurance company 

wondering why they keep insuring me, I am back on 

the road and driving very carefully. Please do the 

same. 

 The Laketown Town-

ship Board approved a contract 

with I2K to bring wireless ser-

vice to the township. The com-

pany will set up a 110 foot tall 

tower at the township hall and 

will begin offering service to 

residents by the end of February. 

The tower construction has been 

delayed due to weather issues. 

 I2k offers monthly 

service plans for wireless con-

nection. 

 “Faster internet plans 

have been a concern for many 

residents. This seems like a rea-

sonable cost for this service,” 

said township supervisor Terry 

Hofmeyer. 

 For details on service 

plans and cost contact Steve Van 

Wieren at 888-234-4254 or via 

email smvw@i2k.com. If inter-

ested in a contract please visit 

www.i2kwireless.com and fill out 

a pre-qualify form. 

Wireless Internet Provider To Install Tower At Township Hall 
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Clerk’s Corner é Wendy Van Huis, Clerk and Mary Geurink, Deputy Clerk 

Novemberõs Election In The Rear-View Mirror 

 Just when we all believe that winter and elections are over we realize some things go on longer than we would like - such 

as winter and elections! Just as the January thaw promises us some relief from the weather, recounts can offer us a final end to some 

contested races.  

 As many of you may be aware of, Allegan County found itself in the middle of a recount for the office of Judge of the 

48th Circuit Court. Because of a difference of only 255 votes between William A. Baillargeon and Kevin Cronin, Baillargeon re-

quested a recount in all of Allegan County, which totaled 48 precincts.  

 Over 20 clerks from throughout the County were assembled for a two-day hand recounting process. State and County 

officials, the Board of Canvassers, the candidates and members from both major parties were also involved. Cronin was declared 

the official winner. 

 Unfortunately, not every precinct in Allegan County was able to be recounted, for various reasons, some very minor.    

 We want to thank our election workers and especially our chairpersons for the exemplary job that they did on Election 

Day. The meticulous record keeping, the accuracy of the voting machines, and our proper sealing procedures allowed all four of 

Laketown Township’s precincts to be able to be recounted. All our numbers, all our seals, every tabulation was totally accurate. 

Again we commend our workers! 

 We want to also thank you, our residents, for the fine turnout on Election Day! We had nearly an 80% turnout rate.  

 One final note – this year will be a much lighter election year. We will be having a school election coming up in May, and 

we are expecting that will be the only election of 2009. 

 Laketown Township officials are preparing for  the March annual meeting 

which will be held at 7 p.m. on March 11 at the township hall.  

 The meeting incorporates updates from all of the township commissions and 

leaders. 

 “We look at it as a public forum,” said township manager Al Meshkin. 

 The meeting includes updates from the Planning Commission, Zoning Board 

of Appeals, Parks Commission, Allegan County Commissioner, Allegan County Com-

mission on Aging, Deputies, Felt Mansion Project Manager , Fire Board, Graafschap 

Fire Department, Downtown Development Authority, Library Representative, Hospital 

Representative and the Pool Author-

ity.  

 The meeting culminates 

with the presentation of the Clair 

De Mull volunteer award as well as 

citizen comments. 

 Immediately following the 

Annual Meeting, the board will go 

into regular session and review the 

budget for 2009 – 2010. 

Township Prepares For Annual Meeting 2010 Census Jobs  

Available 
 

 The United States Census 2010 

is now hiring. Many jobs are available 

including administrative assistant, supervi-

sor and crew leader positions. Pay range is 

$10.50 - $17.00 per hour. 

 Screeners will hold test sessions 

at Laketown Township office, 4338 Bee-

line Road, on Tuesday Jan. 27 from 10 

a.m. – 1 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 3 from 2 – 4 

p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 10 from 10 a.m. – 1 

p.m., Tuesday, February 17 from 2 – 4 

p.m. and Tuesday, Feb. 24 from 10 a.m. – 

1 p.m. Testing is available by appointment 

only. 

 To schedule an appointment, 

call 866-861-2010. Job descriptions, prac-

tice tests and applications are available 

on-line at www.2010censusjobs.gov. 
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Quarterly Report from Allegan County Commissioner Terry 
Burns (District one) 

 The fourth quarter found the Allegan board make-up with 

no changes after the November election.  I would personally like to 

thank the voters of Laketown Township for their continued 

support. I also want to thank the Laketown Township Board for 

their support the past two years.   

     County officials began restructuring its facilities master plan 

during the 4th quarter. Construction began on the probate court in 

downtown Allegan. The county is building a new transportation 

facility funded by a state grant by the states transportation 

department. We also have been able to stay within our proposed 

budget guidelines of 61% of expenses from revenues received.  

This kind of budgetary policy has been crucial to our having an 

unimaginable flow of operating capital for now and in the future.  

Important Information To Know 

 - Allegan County Community Mental Health has named 

Beth Durkee the interim County Mental Health Director for the 

next 6-12 months. Beth has been with the County as its director of 

developmentally disabled population in Allegan County, plus 

serving on many local state mental health boards.  She will also be a 

candidate for full-time director when the County Board of 

Commissioners receives the results of five recommendations of the 

future status of Allegan County Mental Health from the interim 

director and the County administrator.  

 - In January the County Board will have its organizational 

meeting whereby a new chairman and vice chairman will be chosen 

among the 11 current members of the board at that time.   

 - I will be working with Laketown Township Manager Al 

Meshkin regarding the counties capturing of county taxes from the 

new Downtown Development Authority (DDA) and returning the 

taxes to the township for their use for the DDA fund.  The DDA 

has developed a plan that would benefit both Laketown Township, 

and the County. However, we have got to show the County Board 

of Commissioners that this is a positive step for all parties, and in 

particular to economic development within the county.  I believe 

that we can do that. 

State Rural Development Disaster 

funds are available to those who 

have had water problems on their 

property in June and July of 2008 

when the rain was such that many 

had washouts that weren’t covered 

with insurance.  This money is 

FEMA money, and could help 

those with incomes of less than $40,000 a year.   

 - The Allegan County Health Department is implementing 

a program whereby you can turn in old prescription drugs to the 

Health Department, and they will dispose of the drugs by 

incineration.  When we flush old drugs down the toilet it gets into 

the eco system, and pollutes the ground water.  This program will 

eliminate most of the pollution. 

The State Budget Crisis 

 The State budget crisis is important to us because it 

affects mandated services by the State of Michigan that Allegan 

County provides. As I write this report, the Legislature is trying to 

balance the budget required by State law for the fiscal year 2009, 

which begins October 1, 2008. The consequences of a State shut 

down again are a reality of this writing. The decreased services that 

the County provides will hurt the well-being of many of our local 

and county citizens, citizens that need financial, mental and medical 

help.  

 The County will try it’s best to keep you aware of the 

situation in Lansing.  

 This is a rerun of last year’s problem. Unfortunately, the 

Federal Government is in no better shape than the state, if not 

worse.  

 If there are any questions that you may have of me please 

contact me at my office at: (616) 355-2525 or my cell phone: (616) 

403-0427. 

 Thanks for your support. 

Deputy Round Up é Deputy Bob Curnick and Deputy Todd VanderHulst 

 Winter harshly arrived during the month of December and since then we have 

responded to many slide-off accidents. Often there is no damage to the vehicle, but it is 

simply stuck. All of these accidents were the result of one of two things – traveling too fast 

for the road conditions and tires with insufficient tread. I want to remind everyone that 

speed limits are posted for perfect weather conditions and slowing down in the winter is 

important. 

 Clearing snow and ice from windows, head lamps and tail lights is also imperative. 

 Also, a quick reminder to move to the side of the road when emergency personnel 

including police, fire, ambulance, road crews, wrecker operators and others are using their 

flashers. 

 If you are leaving for a period of time and would like us to check your residence 

please fill out a request form at the township office. 

Deputy Bob Curnick is 

sworn in for 2009. 



                                   Page 4 

WINTER CHANGES IN YOUR PARKS 

 Winter can be “down time” at the Parks, but not this winter. If you investigate your parks you will find trails for hiking (and if 

you’re a bit adventurous and daring, cross-country skiing) at Huyser Farm, Farview, Wolters Woods, Sanctuary Woods and Shore Acres. 

A snowy, quiet horseback ride through Farview also is an option. There is much to enjoy on a crisp, snowy Laketown winter day.  

 Planning and organization for Parks is on-going during this quiet season. This winter, the Township Board agreed with a recom-

mendation from the Parks Commission to reduce the size of the Parks Commission from 7 people to 5. The reduction in size to match 

the size of the rest of the Township Board and Commissions was possible due to the recent decisions by the Parks Commission that lead 

to the hiring of a part-time staffer to perform regular parks inspections and due routine maintenance. This new position was funded by 

making the existing farm manager’s house at the Huyser Farm Park livable. The house, on the corner of 142nd Avenue and 64th Street, 

had been empty and unused for about 10 years. By using approximately $8,000 from the existing Parks budget for a new roof and fur-

nace, the house was rentable and the new part-time Parks maintenance position became possible without asking for any additional fund-

ing from Laketown’s taxpayers.   

 On the Parks agenda for this year is the continued improvement of Huyser Farm Park. Top among the projects is the comple-

tion of a new driveway and parking area at the Huyser Farm blueberry fields. Last fall we added a new entrance sign and cleared the en-

trance to allow better visibility for people entering and leaving the park. This year we will construct the driveway and parking area. The 

new parking area and drive will use recycled materials we already own. Last summer the unused concrete block dormitory (the last of the 

State prison buildings that once occupied Shore Acres Park) was demolished. The crushed concrete blocks will be moved to the Huyser 

Farm Park and used for the driveway and parking area. The new parking area will accommodate cars and school buses.     

 Other planned Parks projects include 

using donated trail markers to mark the trails in 

the various parks and working with the MSU 

Extension Office to maintain and improve the 

blueberry fields and chestnut trees at the Huyser 

Farm Park. The Master Plan for Huyser Farm 

also includes revitalizing the apple orchard and 

the raspberry patch and possibly adding garden 

plots for Laketown residents to use.   

 Starting in January, your Parks Commis-

sion members are Michelle Sall, Karen Simmons, 

Bill Snyder, Chuck Strabbing and Linda Howell. 

You can reach any of us through the Township 

office or through the Parks email address which 

is Parks@Laketowntwp.org. Parks Commission 

meetings are the third Wednesday of each month 

at 7 p.m. During the winter we meet at the 

Township office. We try to meet at various parks 

during the summer months. If you would like to 

join us, please check with the office for the loca-

tion. We welcome and need your participation 

and ideas. 

  

 See you at the parks. 

Treasurerõs Trove  
  ...by Laketown Township Treasurer, Gary Dewey 

See You At The Parks   ….by Linda Howell 

Happy New Year - and we truly look 

forward to a great 2009!  

  We are in the process of 

collecting winter taxes and look forward 

to having nearly 100% collection by 

Feb. 1 6. Hamilton School District 

continues to opt out of summer 

collection therefore, residents in the 

Hamilton School district will see a 

winter tax bill significantly higher than 

summer.   

  Laketown Township offers 

residents the option of paying taxes by 

credit card or electronic check. All 

credit card or electronic check 

payments must be paid through our 

servicing agent, Official Payments 

Corporation. Credit card payments are 

accepted from MasterCard, Visa, 

Discover, or American Express and can 

be paid by phone or internet 

only. Electronic check payments can be 

paid by internet only. The servicing 

agent does charge a fee of $3.00 per 

parcel for electronic check payments 

and a fee of 3% of the tax bill 

amount for credit card payments. All 

fees go directly to the servicing 

agent. Payment information is available 

at our website www.laketowntwp.org 

and click the link for Online Tax 

Payments. For credit card payments via 

telephone call 1-800-272-9829.  

 Currently, the township 

website does not display tax amounts 

and residents will need to have this 

information prior to making any 

electronic payments. 

 Hardship exemptions are 

available for those qualifying and must 

be filed each year. Tax deferment 

requests need to be applied for each tax 

season of each year. Forms are available 

in the office or on our website.   
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 On March 15, 1994, 

Michigan voters approved the 

constitutional amendment 

known as Proposal A. Proposal 

A was designed to limit the 

growth in property taxes by the 

Consumer Price Index (CPI) 

until ownership in the property 

was transferred. 

 It’s a good time to 

review how this Proposal A will 

affect homeowners in a declining 

market. 

How It Works 

 Prior to Proposal A, 

property taxes were based upon 

State Equalized Value (SEV). 

With the implementation of 

Proposal A, property taxes are 

now based upon Taxable Value. 

Each year, the assessing office 

calculates the SEV for every 

property based upon sales 

occurring within the time frame 

as outlined by the State Tax 

Commission. A property’s 

taxable status is determined as of 

December 31, which is called 

Tax Day. 

 Additionally, each 

property has a Capped Value. 

Capped Value is calculated by 

multiplying the prior year’s 

Taxable Value, with adjustments 

for additions and losses, by the 

CPI as calculated by the State of 

Michigan and cannot increase by 

more than 5%. For 

2009, the CPI has been 

calculated at 4.4%. Taxable 

Value (TV), which property 

taxes are based on, is defined as 

the lower of State Equalized 

Value or Capped Value.  

 Capped Value = (Prior 

TV-Losses) x (1+ CPI) + 

Additions. The CPI is the 

percent of change in the rate of 

inflation or 5%, whichever is 

less, expressed as a multiplier. 

 Taxable Value = The 

lesser of State Equalized Value 

or Capped Value unless there is 

a transfer of ownership. 

The Equalization Timetable 

 With significant 

evidence of declining market 

values, the Allegan County 

Equalization Department has 

allowed Laketown Township 

and many other jurisdictions to 

switch from the traditional two 

year sales study window to just 

the most recent 12 months. 

For 2009 assessments, the 12 

month sales study begins 

October 1, 2007 

and ends 

September 30, 

2008. Use of a 12 

month study 

allows 2009 

assessments to 

more accurately 

reflect current market 

conditions, however, the limited 

number of current sales also 

means that many areas of the 

Township have limited data for 

the Assessor to calculate current 

assessments. It may be necessary 

for the Assessor to expand areas 

for reviewing neighborhood 

analysis or estimate market 

changes based upon area trends. 

Actual Sale Price Is Not True Cash 

Value 

 The law defines True 

Cash Value as the usual selling 

price of a property. The 

Legislature and the Courts have 

very clearly stated that the actual 

selling price of a property is not 

a controlling factor in the True 

Cash Value or State Equalized 

Value as calculated by the 

Assessor. For this reason, when 

analyzing sales for the purpose 

of determining assessment 

changes, the Assessor will review 

all sales but exclude non-

representative sales from the 

assessment analysis. 

Foreclosure Sales 

Inherent in the definition on 

usual selling price is the 

assumption that the sale does 

not involve any element of 

distress from either party. The 

State Tax Commission has 

issued guidelines concerning 

foreclosure sales and, generally 

speaking, these guidelines 

preclude the Assessor from 

considering foreclosure sales 

when calculating values 

for assessment purposes. 

 For this reason, 

all distressed sales, such 

as sales involving 

mortgage foreclosure or 

sales involving transfers 

to or from relocation 

companies, are not considered as 

typical sales in the valuation of 

property for assessment 

purposes nor are they reliable 

indicators of value when making 

market comparisons for current 

assessed values or appeals. 

How Can I expect My Assessment 

To Change In 2009? 

 As stated in the 

Equalization Timetable, for 

2009, the time period of the 

sales study for assessment review 

is October 1, 2007 through 

September 30, 2008. Sales 

occurring after October 1, 2008 

will not be reviewed until the 

2010 assessment cycle. Using 

more current sales data means 

that most every SEV in 

Laketown Township will be 

reduced for 2009. The problem, 

however, is that there is limited 

sales data in the current 12 

month study so many 

neighborhoods have little or no 

sales for the Assessor to use for 

the 2009 assessment roll. 

Therefore, many neighborhood 

adjustments will be based on 

market activity in the 

surrounding areas, general 

market trends or be frozen until 

market levels can be determined. 

Without sufficient sales to make 

proper calculations, you may 

find that your 2009 assessment 

may not go down as much as 

you think it should.  

How can my Taxable Value go up 

when my SEV goes down? 

 Remember that the 

definition of Taxable Value is 

the lesser of SEV or last year’s 

Taxable Value (adjusted for 

physical changes) times the 

Consumer Price Index (CPI is 

4.4% for 2009). Since the 

beginning of Proposal A in 1994, 

overall increases in SEV have 

generally been greater than the 

increase in Taxable Value 

capped at the CPI. The longer a 

property has been owned and 

capped, the greater the gap 

between SEV and Taxable 

Value. Even with a decrease in 

SEV for 2009, if there is still a 

gap between SEV and Taxable 

Value and the 2009 SEV is 

greater than the Taxable Value in 

the previous year, the Taxable 

Value will increase to the limit of 

the CPI cap. 

 If, however, the 2009 

SEV is lower than the 

calculation of last year’s Taxable 

Value multiplied by the CPI, 

then the 2009 Taxable Value will 

be the same as the 2009 SEV. 

 As always, if you have 

any questions, please feel free to 

contact us and we will do our 

best to answer them. 

Proposal A In A Declining Market  ….by Paul Smith, Assessor 
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Laketown Township Office 
4338 Beeline Road 

Holland, Michigan 49423 
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Office hours:                        

Monday - Thursday             
8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. and                        

Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

www.laketowntwp.org 

Laketown Township Directory 

Township Office - 616.335.3050 

Township Board 

Supervisor - Terry Hofmeyer 

Treasurer - Gary Dewey 

Clerk - Wendy Van Huis 

Trustee - Bob Scanlan 

Trustee - Ed Stielstra 

Planning Commission  

Chair - Bob Cook 

Zoning Board of Appeals 

Chair - Herb Johnson 

Parks and Recreation 

ChairðLinda Howell  

Township Staff 

Manager - Al Meshkin 

Assessor - Paul Smith 

Administrative Assistants: 

 Kathy Stoike 

     Mary Geurink 

      Charlene Fields 

 Diane Ybarra 

Building Inspector 

Al Ellingsen - 269.236.5788 or 

616.395.1152 

Mechanical Inspector 

Bob Modreske 616.477.4940 

Electrical Inspector 

Gordon Bosch - 616.396.1448 

Plumbing Inspector  

Gary Raak ï 616.399.6924 

County Commissioner 

Terry Burns - 616.335.2525 

State Representative 

Rep. Bob Genetski - 517.373.0836 

State Senator 

Sen. Patricia Birkholz - 888.287.2889 

From the Fire Department   ….by Fire Chief, Cal Haverdink  

 As we enter a new year 

I would like to update residents 

on the activities of Graafschap 

Fire Department.  

  The year end report 

begins with good news. The 

number of calls that we 

responded to in 2008 dropped 

from the 2007 numbers. In 2008 

we responded to 356 calls for 

service. This compares to 371 

calls for service in 2007. This is a 

reduction of just under 5% for 

the year. The numbers per 

Township are as follows; 

Laketown Township had 206 

rescue calls and 61 fire calls. The 

area of Fillmore Township that is 

covered by Graafschap Fire 

Department had 54 rescue calls 

and 21 fire calls. We also assisted 

neighboring departments on 14 

occasions.  

 Dollar loss for damages 

sustained in 2008 incidents is 

estimated to be approximately 

$60,000 in Laketown Township 

and $16,000 in Fillmore 

Township. The dollar loss for 

Laketown is down considerably 

from 2007 when three lake front 

homes were destroyed in one 

incident. A more detailed report 

of the types of calls we 

responded to will be available at 

the Township Offices late in 

January.  

  For those residents that 

live in areas that are serviced by 

municipal water systems we are 

requesting your assistance in 

keeping the fire hydrants 

accessible at all times. With the 

heavy snowfall in December we 

noted several fire hydrants that 

were totally buried with snow. It 

is extremely important that ALL 

fire hydrants are readily 

accessible all year round.  

 In areas that are not 

serviced with fire hydrants we 

rely on water for fire suppression 

to be trucked to the scene, thus 

additional tank trucks are 

requested. Generally if there are 

fire hydrants available our mutual 

aid would consist of another 

engine and additional manpower.  

 Along with snow, 

landscaping sometimes becomes 

a hindrance for us. Shrubs, 

flowers, brush, weeds etc. all 

serve to hide the fire hydrant 

and/or result in our personnel 

having to struggle to make the 

connection in an emergency. 

Routine maintenance also 

requires about a two foot 

clearance around the hydrant. All 

hydrants should also be marked 

with a flag or marker of some 

sort. Please discourage tampering 

with these markers, or if you 

notice a marker missing let us 

know. To report a missing flag 

call the Fire Station at (616) 396-

4060 or the Township Office 

during business hours.  

 Thank you for your 

help in making this a safer 

community!  


