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Laketown Calendg
February

4- Planning Commission*

4- Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m.

11- Township Board Meeting*

16- Winter Taxes Due”

18- Parks and Recreation*

23- ZBA*

March

4- Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m.

4- Planning Commission*

11- Township Board Meeting*
Annual Meeting »

18- Parks and Recreation*

30- ZBA*

April

1- Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m.

1-Planning Commission*

8- Township Board Meeting*

15— Parks and Recreation*

27-ZBA*

*all meetings at 7:00 p.m.

at the township hall
unless otherwise noted

see article for details

It Is a snowy January atternoon as I sit mustdo so following
down to write my quarterly newsletter article for stiete law and guidelined
township and my thoughts are centering on the from the State of
[Wwork todo over the next few weekepping the  Michigan and the Allegd
list is taking down the Christmas tree and then County Equalization
removing the outdoor light#'s always sad to put Department.
the Christmas season behind us and get back to the
workday routines.

Many of you,
looking at your most
Those of you following the economic  recent tax bill, are
news, both nationally and here in Michigan, knowondering why, in an
that it continues to be a very dreary piclofgs are economy that is seeing
being lost, investments continue to linger at histtidene and property values dropping at a dramatic
lows, gas prices are again on the rise and our rate you are still seeing an increase in yourAaxes.
township is being warned that our state shared large part of this is due to the Consumer Price Index
revenues may not be at the levels we were plan(@i®)) figure of 4.4% which is mandated by the State
on for the next fiscal yeail of this will be putting of Michigan to all municipalities including Laketown
pressure on the Township Board and our staff a3 evenship.
prepare a new budget for 2009/20%6.are not Our 2009 Board of Review sessions will
looking at a tax rate increase, ,bfjt we are Iookin%gf be easy ones, but | have every confidence that
ways to cut costs, be more efficient and in Shortoﬂ? Assessor and each Board of Review member are

the very best that we can with the resources thafrﬁllﬁed, knowledgeable and will be fair and
will have available to Utswill not be an easy budggl < nable in their decisions

process!

Each year our deputies remind us to be

inain th ¢ q cautious while driving during the evening hours and
meeting in the near future and our Assessor, Payll. 1 for deer crossing the roside need to get

Smith, has provided information in this newslettqﬁié message out to the dedrad a deer run into
encourage you, if you have questions regardlngtmgside of my vehicle and after having my car in the
State Equalized Value or the Taxable Value of YO for four days and my insurance company

home or property to ask .a”P' have your quesno,’\f‘/ondering why they keep insuring me, | am back on
answeredzvery community in the state (townshlqﬁe road and driving very carefifigase do the
villages and cities) is required to have a local B

of Review and, although local boards have the ability
to adjust state equalized and taxable values, they

The township's Board of Review will be

Wire

The Laketown Town- residents by the end of February.

less Internet Provider To Install Tower At Township HaII

“Faster i nt er nFertdetgidoasewice

ship Board approved a contracthe tower construction has bedave been a concern for manyplans and cost contact Steve Van

with 12K to bring wireless
vice to the township. The

ser- delayed due to weather issuesresidents. This seems like a re#ieren at 888344254 or via
com- 12k offers monthly sonabl e cost

pany will set up a 110 foot tall service plans for wireless con-said township supervisor Terryested in a contract please visit

tower at the township hall
will begin offering service

www.i2kwireless.com and fill out
a prequalify form.

and nection. Hofmeyer.

to

femail smviv@iak.carelfinter-c e ,



Page 2

CI er k’ SWeIQQ Vail EUrs, Clerk and Mary Geuri nk,

Dep

November ds EI| ecViewdMmorl n The Rear

Just when we all believe that winter and elections are over we realize some things go on longer than-seackould

ike

as winter and elections! Just as the January thaw promises us some relief from the weather, recounts can offexrasreefinal end

contested races.

As many of you may be aware of, Allegan County found itself in the middle of a recount for the office of Judge d
48th Circuit Court. Because of a difference of only 255 votes between William A. Baillargeon and Kevin Cronin, Baillarg
quested a recount in all of Allegan County, which totaled 48 precincts.

Over 20 clerks from throughout the County were assembled fedaytivand recounting process. State and County
officials, the Board of Canvassers, the candidates and members from both major parties were also involved. Crahin was
the official winner.

Unfortunately, not every precinct in Allegan County was able to be recounted, for various reasons, some very m

We want to thank our election workers and especially our chairpersons for the exemplary job that they did on E
Day. The meticulous record keeping, the accuracy of the voting machines, and our proper sealing procedures aflowed g
Laketown Township’s precincts to be able to be r&®coun
Again we commend our workers!

f the
zon re-

declare

inor.

ection
Il four o
ted.

We want to also thank you, our residents, for the fine turnout on Election Day! We had nearly an 80% turnout rgte.

One final note-this year will be a much lighter election year. We will be having a school election coming up in Mgy, and
we are expecting that will be the only election of 2009.
Township Prepares For Annual Meeting | 2010 Census Jobs
Available

Laketown Township officials are preparing for the March annual meeting
which will be held at 7 p.m. on March 11 at the township hall.

The meeting incorporates updates from all of the township commissions gnd The United States Census 2010
leaders. is now hiring. Many jobs are available

“We |l ook at it as a public forum ,mplUdlsngaald s ragvvt\al %gglsrgagt, sup%r\g.-n ag

sor and crew leader positions. ae range is

The meeting includes updates from the Planning Commission, Zoning Bo&1d.56 $17.00 per hour.
of.AppeaIs, Pa}rks Commlssmn, AIIegan CounFy Comm|SS|oner., Allegan County Gom Screeners will hold test sessibns
mission on Aging, Deputies, Felt Mansion Project Manager , Fire Board, Graafscha, k hip off 338 Be
Fire Department, Downtown Development Authority, Library Representative, Hog aIE lfa etown Township office, 4 Bge-

o ' » MR Road, on Tuesday Jan. 27 from 10

Representative and the Pool Author-
i a.m~—1 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 3 from42
. p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 10 from 10 a.in.

The meeting culminates p.m., Tuesday, February 17 fromd2
with the presentation of the Clair h ) p.m. and Tuesday, Feb. 24 from 10-ajm.
De Mull volunteer award as well & b <\ = ] r\ 1 p.m. Testing is available by appointment
citizen comments. = only.

Immediately following the Q <7 ) To schedule an appointment,
Annual Meeting, the board will go N > - call 86683612010. Job descriptions, prac-
into regular session and review the ‘s;ibk'::QL‘& = &v tice.tests and applications are available
budget for 2009 2010. ¢ % 0= =% on-line at www.2010censusjobs.gov.

L C/\ e~ € &
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Quarterly Report from Allegan County Commissioner Terrnthat we can do that.

Burns (District one) State Rural Development Disas
The fourth quarter found the Allegan board rogkeith funds are available to those wh
no changes after the November election. | would personally Higgéohad water problems on the
thank the voters of Laketown Township for their continued  property in June and July of 20C
support. | also want to thank the Laketown Township Board f@fhen the rain was such that ma
their support the past two years. had washouts t

County officials began restructuring its facilities master plafith insurance. This money is
during the @ quarter. Construction began on the probate courfiaMA money, and could help
downtown Allegan. The county is building a new transportatidRose with incomes of less than $40,000 a year.
facility funded by a state grant by the states transportation - The Allegan County Health Department is implemgnting
department. We also have been able to stay within our propoggffogram whereby you can turn in old prescription drugs to|the
budget guidelines of 61% of expenses from revenues receivaqealth Department, and they will dispose of the drugs by
This kind of budgetary policy has been crucial to our having afcineration.When we flush old drugs down the tdilgets into
unimaginable flow of operating capital for now and in the futugige eco system, and pollutes the ground il program will

|mportant Information To Know eliminate most of the p0||uti0n.
- Allegan County Community Mental Health has named The State Budget Crisis
Beth Durkee the interim County Mental Health Director for the The State budget crisis is important to us because it

next 612 months. Beth has been with the County as its directgff8éts mandated services by the State of Michigan that Allegan
developmentally disabled population in Allegan County, plus County provides. As | write this report, the Legislature is tryifig to
serving on many local state mental health boards. She will ajsgigca the budget required by State law for the fiscal year p009,
candidate for fulime director when the County Board of which begins October 1, 2008. The consequences of a Stat¢ shut
Commissioners receives the results of five recommendationsgefiieagain are a reality of this writing. The decreased serviges that
future status of Allegan County Mental Health from the interinthe County provides will hurt the wmsing of many of our local

director and the County administrator. and county citizens, citizens that need financial, mental and Jmedical
- In January the County Board will have its organizatibﬂ@-
meeting whereby a new chairman and vice chairman willbe chosen The County will try it'|s be

among the 11 current members of the board at that time.  sjtuation in Lansing.

- | will be working with Laketown Township Manager Al This is a rerun of | ast| yea
Meshkin regarding the counties capturing of county taxes fropef€ral Government is in no better shape than the state, if ot
new Downtown Development Authority (DDA) and returning therse.
taxes to the township for their use for the DDA fund. The DDA
has developed a plan that would benefit both Laketown Township,
and the County. However, we have got to show the County %
of Commissioners that this is a positive step for all parties, and’i
particular to economic development within the county. | believe Thanks for your support.

If there are any questions that you may have of me please
ct me at my office at: (616)-3585 or my cell phone: (61§)
427.

DeputyRoundUp Deputy Bob Curnick and Deputy Todd Van|der t

Winter harshly arrived during the month of December and since then we haye
responded to many shd# accidents. Often there is no damage to the vehicle, but it |
simply stuck. All of these accidents were the result of one of twe-théwgting too fast
for the road conditions and tires with insufficient tread. | want to remind everyone tk
speed limits are posted for perfect weather conditions and slowing down in the win
important.

Clearing snow and ice from windows, head lamps and tail lights is also imf

Also, a quick reminder to move to the side of the road when emergency pe
including police, fire, ambulance, road crews, wrecker operators and others are usi
flashers.

Deputy Bob Curnick is

If you are leaving for a period of time and would like us to check your residence _
please fill out a request form at the township office. sworn in for 2009.
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See You At The Parks

by Linda Howel |
WINTER CHANGES IN YOUR PARKS
Wi nter can be “down time” at the Parks, but notndif hi s w
you’'re a bit adv eounty sking)st HaysedFamnaFarviewgWolteecsMoals Sanctuary Woods andeShore Acr

A snowy, quiet horseback ride through Farview also is an option. There is much to enjoy on a crisp, showy Laketown winter day

Planning and organization for Parks ig@ng during this quiet season. This winter, the Township Board agreed with a recorn
mendation from the Parks Commission to reduce the size of the Parks Commission from 7 people to 5. The reductiatdin size to m
the size of the rest of the Township Board and Commissions was possible due to the recent decisions by the Parksa@eatmission t
to the hiring of a patime staffer to perform regular parks inspections and due routine maintenance. This new positied kas fun
making the existing farm manager’'s house at the Huwetr Fa
had been empty and unused for about 10 years. By using approximately $8,000 from the existing Parks budget forfarnew roof and
nace, the house was rentable and the netinpaiParks maintenance position became possible without asking for any additional
ing from Laketown’'s taxpayers.

On the Parks agenda for this year is the continued improvement of Huyser Farm Park. Top among the projects is the com

tion of a new driveway and parking area at the Huyser Farm blueberry fields. Last fall we added a new entranea tignesad clear
trance to allow better visibility for people entering and leaving the park. This year we will construct the drivenggraad Tlaek

new parking area and drive will use recycled materials we already own. Last summer the unused concrete bloclagtintiitery (the |
State prison buildings that once occupied Shore Acres Park) was demolished. The crushed concrete blocks will béuyssred to the
Farm Park and used for the driveway and parking area. The new parking area will accommodate cars and school buses.

Other planned Parks projects includ
using donated trail markers to mark the traild
the various parks and working with the MSU
Extension Office to maintain and improve th
blueberry fields and chestnut trees at the HU

Farm Park. The Master Plan for Huyser Farp

also includes revitalizing the apple orchard 4
the raspberry patch and possibly adding gar|
plots for Laketown residents to use.

Starting in January, your Parks Com
sion members are Michelle Sall, Karen Simn
Bill Snyder, Chuck Strabbing and Linda How
You can reach any of us through the Towns

D

Treasurer o0s

...by Laketown Township Treasurer, Gary Dewey

Triov

mteppy New Yearand we truly look
Hierward to a great 2009!

We are in the process of

hishgaving nearly00% collection by
&ieb. 16. Hamilton School District
hentinues to opt out of summer

office or through the Parks email address wipiepllectiorthereforeresidents in the

is Parks@Laketowntwp.org. Parks Commis{
meetings are the third Wednesday of each 1
at 7 p.m. During the winter we meet at the

Township office. We try to meet at various p
during the summer months. If you would like
join us, please check with the office for the |
tion. We welcome and need your participatig
and ideas.

See you at the parks.

e B

ibi@miltonSchool districivill see a
hwtater tax bill significantly highean
summer.

prks Laketown Township offers

PEfedit card or electronic chegk.
feredit card or electronic check
payments must be paid through our
servicing agent, Official Payments
CorporationCredit card paymerdse
accepted frorMasterCard, Visa,
Discover, or American Expressd can
be paid by phone or internet
only.Electroniccheck paymentan be
paidby internet onlyThe servicing
agendoes chargefae of $3.00 per

fadlecting winter taxes and look forwar

Hsidents the option of paying taxes b)}nformation prior to making any

parcel for electronic check payment
and dee of 3% of the tax bill
amountfor credit card paymentsl
Bees go directly to the servicing
agentPayment information is availa
at our website WWW.|aket0Wﬂth.Ol’$
and click the link for Online Tax
Paymentd-or credit card paymenis
telephoneall 28002729829.

Currently, the township
website does not display tax amounts
and residents will need to have this

o7

e

electronic payments.

Hardship exemptiorae
available for those qualifying and m
be filed each year. Tax deferment
requests need to be applied for ¢axc
season of each ydaorms are availaldle
in the office or on our website.

st

=)
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Proposal A In A Declining Market ... by Paul Smith, Assessor

On March 15, 1994, inflation or 5%, whicheveris analyzing sales for the purposenonth study so many
Michigan voters approved the less, expressed as a multiplierof determining assessment  neighborhoods have little or n

constitutional amendment Taxable Value = The

known as Proposal A. Proposa}|ESSer of State Equalized Valué‘” sales but exclude non the 2009 assessment roll.

A was designed to limit the or Capped Value unless there {gpresentative sales from the Therefore, many neighborhoqd

growth in property taxes by thea transfer of ownership. assessment analysis. adjustments will be based on

Consumer Price Index (CPI) o _ Foreclosure Sales market activity in the

until ownership in the property The Equalization Timetable _ o surrounding areas, general

was transferred. With significant Inherent in the definition on  market trends or be frozen unti
't s a g o o@vidangegfgeclnigg market usual selling price is the market levels can be determined.

review how this Proposal A willalues, the Allegan County :
affect homeowners IiOn a decliniggualization Department has S_Ot involve any element of proper calculations, you may
allowed Laketown Township diStress from either party. The fing that your 2009 assessme
and many other jurisdictions to_State Tax'Co'mmlssmn ha; may not go down as much as
switch from the traditional two 'SSU€d guidelines concerning yoy think it should.

Prior to Proposal A, year sales study window to jUS{oreCIosure sales and, generall

property taxes were based updhe most recent 12 months. speaking, these guidelines

; lude the Assessor from
State Equalized Value (SEV). preciuade
or 2009 assessments, the 12
With the implementation of considering foreclosure sales Remember that the

month sales study begins when calculating valuesiefinition of Taxable Value is
Proposal A, property taxes areq . ey 1, 2007 for assessmentpurposésh e | esser of

now based upon Taxable Valu

Each year, thF()a assessing officénd ends / : For this reason,T axaple value (adquted for

calculates the SEV for every eptember 30, - IS all distressed sales, suc‘?‘hys'cal changes) times the.

property based upon sales 2008HUsedof als 2 " assalesinvolving Consumer Price Index (CPI is
month stu i

occurring within the time framea”OWS 2003/ \! ol mortgage foreclosure ofl;'oi/‘r’];?r: Zg?i)r'osgle 2‘?” 19

as outlined by the State Tax assessments to b sales involving transfer? 9 9 P

. . - overall increases in SEV have
Commi ssi on. A nle Sceu?afeﬁ/ y o to or from relocation

market.
How It Works

when my SEV goes down?

taxable status is determined a?ecffect current market companies, are not considerquggera”y been greater than the

pical sales in the valuation ofncreasein Taxable Value

December 31, which is called
capped at the CPI. The longe

conditions, however, the Iimite&/
Tax Day.

Additionally, each means that many areas of the purposes nor are they reliable

. . capped, the greater the gap
property has a Capped Value. Township have limited data fopndicators of value when makirig’

; etween SEV and Taxable
Capped Value is calculated bythe Assessor to calculate currdfigrket comparisons for curren?/alue. Even with a decrease

mul tiplying t hassespments It may bemecés@ﬁ?ssed values or appeals. SEV for 2009, if there is still g
Taxable Value, with adjustmerfsr the Assessor to expand areldew Can | expect My Assessmgi petween SEV and Taxab
for additions and losses, by thdor reviewing neighborhood  To Change In 2009? Value and the 2009 SEV is
CPI as calculated by the Statearialysis or estimate market As stated in the greater than the Taxable Valy
Michigan and cannot increase tlyanges based upon area trenlgaualization Timetable, for  the previous year, the Taxabl

more than 5%. For Actual Sale Price Is Not True Q&419, the time period of the ~ Value will increase to the limit
2009, the CPI has been Value sales study for assessment reVR&/CP!I cap.

calculated at 4.4%. Taxable The law defines True is October 1, 2007 through If, however, the 2009
Value (TV), which property Cash Value as the usual Se”in%‘leptember 30, 2008. Sales  sEV is lower than the

taxes are based on, is defined &?ce of a property. The ccurring after October 1,2008 31 cul ati on o
the lower of State Equalized Legislature and the Courts hayill not be reviewed until thg Value multiplied by the CPI,
Value or Capped Value. very clearly stated that the act@:glo assessment cycle. Usingthen the 2009 Taxable Value

Capped Value = (Priorselling price of a property is nof '°'€ current sales data meange the same as the 2009 SEV.

TV-Losses) x (1+ CPI) + a controlling factor in the True that most every SEV in

C As always, if you hav
Additions. The CPl is the Cash Value or State E uaIizeql‘akemwn Township will be i
a reduced for 2009. The problerﬁ"}ny questions, please feel fre

percent of change in the rate ofalue as calculated by the Fontact us and we will do our

Assessor. For this reason, Whé}pwever, is, that there is limite
sales data in the current 12 best to answer them.

assumption that the sale does \yjithout sufficient sales to make

(0]

changes, the Assessor will reviales for the Assessor to use for

nt

Iy|ow can my Taxable Value gp up

SEV

94,

ra

ein
Y

of

f | a
will

a)

e to




Fire Chie

From the Fire Department by

As we enter a new yeaand $16,000 in Fillmore
| would like to update residentsTownship. The dollar loss for fire hydrants available our muf
on the activities of Graafschap Laketown is down considerablyaid would consist of another
Fire Department. from 2007 when three lake fronéngine and additional manpow
homes were destroyed in one
incident. A more detailed repory
of the types of calls we

The year end report
begins with good news. The
number of calls that we : i a hindrance for us. Shrubs,
responded to in 2008 dropped responded t_o W'”_be avalla_lble eHowers, brush, weeds etc. all
from the 2007 numbers. In 20051e Township Offices late in serve to hide the fire hydrant
we responded to 356 calls for January. and/or result in our personnel
service. This compares to 371 For those residents thataving to struggle to make the
calls for service in 2007. This idige in areas that are serviced byonnection in an emergency.
reduction of just under 5% for municipal water systems we ar®outine maintenance also
the year. The numbers per requesting your assistance in requires about a two foot
Township are as follows; keeping the fire hydrants clearance around the hydrant.
Laketown Township had 206 accessible at all times. With théhydrants should also be marke
rescue calls and 61 fire calls. Theavy snowfall in December wavith a flag or marker of some
area of Fillmore Township that ioted several fire hydrants thatsort. Please discourage tampe
covered by Graafschap Fire  were totally buried with snow. Iith these markers, or if you
Department had 54 rescue callgs extremely important that ALLnotice a marker missing let us
and 21 fire calls. We also assistizd hydrants are readily know. To report a missing flag
neighboring departments on 14accessible all year round. call the Fire Station at (616)-3
occasions. 4060 or the Township Office
during business hours.

Along with snow,

In areas that are not

Dollar loss for damageserviced with fire hydrants we
sustained in 2008 incidents is rely on water for fire suppression Thank you for your
estimated to be approximately to be trucked to the scene, thuselp in making this a safer
$60,000 in Laketown Townshipadditional tank trucks are community!

requested. Generally if there afe

andscaping sometimes beconpes

, Cal Haver

hal
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