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Laketown Calendar  

October   

22ð ZBA* 

23, 24, 25, 30, 31 - Haunted 

Carriage House at Shore Acres 

Farm 7 - 11 p.m. 

November 

4 - Election Day 

5 - Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m. 

5 - Planning Commission* 

12 - Township Board Meeting* 

19 - Parks and Recreation* 

24 - ZBA* 

December 

3 -- Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m. 

3 ð Planning Commission* 

10 ð Township Board Meeting* 

17 ð Parks and Recreation* 

14, 21 - Felt Mansion Christmas 

Tours 2 - 5 p.m.^  

19,26 - Felt Mansion Christmas 

Tours 6 - 9 p.m.  ̂

28 - Victorian Tea ̂

 

 

 

 

 

*all meetings at 7:00 p.m. 

at the township hall 

unless otherwise noted 

^see article for details  

 

 Our November General Election is just a 

couple of weeks away and I want to encourage you 

to vote this November! Although the presidential 

election tends to dominate the news, Laketown 

Township residents do have a millage request on the 

ballot that is equally important to our long term 

quality of life for each and every resident.   

 You are being asked to consider approval 

of a 0.95 millage for additional police protection to 

supplement our current two deputies. The township 

has provided factual data on this ballot question as 

an insert in this newsletter and I urge each of you to 

review it in detail and become an informed voter on 

this particular issue. By state statute, Laketown 

Township cannot expend public funds to promote a 

"Yes" or "No" vote on the millage proposal before 

you. However, the township board, in an effort to 

let residents know where they stand on this issue, 

adopted a motion at its October board meeting 

endorsing a "Yes" vote on this important local 

question. 

  Refuse collection was also a subject at the 

October meeting. The board had tabled action on 

the possibility of a mandatory single collection 

program to not only collect refuse, but to provide 

for expanded recycling and a much more efficient 

program for annual "clean-ups".  Following 

discussion and additional input from the audience, 

the board left the matter on the table and directed 

our Township Manager to prepare a survey to go out 

to each township 

residence asking for their 

input on this matter. I 

anticipate that the mailer 

will be sent prior to this 

newsletter, but I 

encourage you to 

respond and give the 

board members input as 

we consider a course of 

action for the township. 

  At our September board meeting we 

reluctantly accepted the resignation of Roger Prins 

as a long time member of the township's Planning 

Commission and as the commission's representative 

on the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Roger was a 

valuable asset on the commission, bringing a wealth 

of knowledge on planning and zoning matters and 

he will be dearly missed.  Several persons indicated 

an interest in replacing him on the commission and 

we have appointed Linda Howell as his replacement. 

  I would also like to extend my sincere 

thanks to those persons who volunteer to keep our 

township roads free of debris and looking 

good! Thank you one and all! If any of you would 

like to volunteer (in any fashion) please feel free to 

contact the township office and give us your 

name and area of interest.  

REMEMBER TO VOTE! 

 We are getting our fall weather which 

means weõre into October and now into archery 

season for deer. The deer are going to be moving 

more, especially in early morning and evening. Be 

cautious of this while driving thru the township. 

 Friday, October 31 is Halloween. We will 

be handing out glow sticks to area trick-or-treaters. 

 Also as some of our residents prepare to 

winter in warmer climates, please remember that the 

deputies can check your homes. Call the township 

hall to fill out a request. 

 If you have any questions or concerns, 

please feel free to contact one of us. 

 Have a great fall. 

Deputy Round Up é Deputy Bob Curnick and Deputy Todd VanderHulst 
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Clerkõs Corner é Wendy Van Huis, Clerk and Mary Geurink, Deputy Clerk 

Election 2008 

 Although weõre all a bit weary of the length of this political season, we are confident that 

it will not translate into poor voter turnout. We expect 85-90% of Laketownõs registered voters to 

come to the polls on November 4.  Can you expect a line? Maybe. But there will be additional 

voting booths, and our usual qualified workers to help move things along.  

 Along with the State, Federal, County and local offices, there will be two State proposals 

and one local proposal on the ballot. Our local proposal is a 5 year Law Enforcement Millage 

Proposition for .95 mills. Refer to the enclosed sample ballot for language on both the local and 

State proposals. 

 Take time to examine the sample ballot, and feel free to take it with you on Election 

Day if you feel that will help expedite your own vote.     

 We would also like to remind you to bring your photo ID. This new State law took effect in November of 2007 and re-

quires every voter to show a photo ID.  If no ID is present at the time of voting, you will be asked sign an affidavit in order to be 

allowed to vote. 

 Absentee ballots can be obtained at the Township hall. If you have any questions, feel free to call the office (616) 335-

3050. 

 We feel that our elections workers are the best anywhere. We canõt thank them enough for the exceptional job that they do 

to insure that our elections are run accurately and professionally. Our Township continues to receive high marks in the county with 

every election. 

 It is with regret that we are losing one of our finest election workers. Dorothy Nyland has decided to retire after serving 

over 25 years as an election worker and chairman. Dorothy has seen us through the days when voting was in the old Township Hall, 

with antiquated lever voting booths, and 20 hour work days. We value her expertise and knowledge of the voting process. She will 

be greatly missed and extremely difficult to replace. When you vote, be sure to thank her and wish her well. 

Hunting Program At Huyser Farm Begins 
 

 The Parks Commission added another recreational activity to its many list of offerings by recently approving a controlled deer 

hunt at Huyser Farm Park. Modeled after the successful program held by Ottawa County Parks in Crockery and Zeeland Townships, 

Laketownõs hunt was open to any individual with a valid hunting license, 

and made available by special permit only through an application process. 

A total of 48 applications were received, and on September 20, fifteen indi-

viduals were randomly selected to participate in the roll out of the pro-

gram.    Special rules and regulations will be in effect for these hunts 

which will be held for the Fall archery season only. Huyser Farm park will 

remain open for hiking and other recreational uses during the hunting sea-

son, and signs will be posted in the parking area advising visitors of the 

hunt underway.   

 A big thank you goes to Graafschap Hardware for coordinating 

the application and selection process for this program. 

 Pictured at Graafschap Hardware is employee Russ Johnson as-

sisted by customers to randomly select hunter applications. 
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Quarterly Report from Allegan County Commissioner Terry 
Burns (District one) 

 The Allegan County Commissioners were busy in the last 

quarter working on the Request for Proposal (RFP), for a Jail 

Planner. Unfortunately only one of the three people that sent 

proposals to the County were qualified. Add to that the bid was too 

expensive.  So, the county is going to redo the RFP and start the 

process over.  

      Also, I would like to credit Laketown Township Manager, 

Al Meshkin, for saving the governmental units in Allegan County 

about $28,000 in annual expenses for mapping costs that the 

Townships have been paying the County on an annual basis for 

years.  That expense is no longer incurred, because Al found that 

the County cannot charge for those kinds of services to other 

governmental units making the counties policy moot.  Well done 

Al!!  

 We all survived the rain in July; however, there was quite a 

bit of damage along the Lakeshore Road in Saugatuck Township 

and drainage problems in Laketown Township. The drains have 

been mostly fixed and the washout in Saugatuck Township still has 

a temporary access road. 

 

County Hires Veteran Benefits Services Employee 

 Tammy Griggs has been hired by the county as a fulltime 

employee that is qualified in Veteran Benefits Services. She is 

available at our County Services Building at Dumont Lake five days 

a week from 8 a.m. ð 5 p.m. I cannot underscore how important 

this service is in our county. Most area Vets have to go to Battle 

Creek or Grand Rapids to get help with Veteran Benefits. 

However, that day is over.  The County and Tammy can handle 

most cases in house. This service is a terrific asset to the 

community and is long over due. Call Tammy at (269) 673-3333. 

 

Senior Services Provides Home Meal Deliveries 

 The Senior Millage is also providing more home meal 

deliveries than ever, and  its new Director Jeanne Silver is doing an 

excellent job cutting cost where she 

can while providing Seniors the 

help that they need.  To contact 

Jeanne call (269) 673-3333. 

 

State Budge Crisis Trickles 

Down To Allegan County 

 The State budget crisis is 

important to us because it affects 

mandated services by the State of Michigan that Allegan County 

provides. As I write this report, the Legislature is trying to balance 

the budget required by State law for the fiscal year 2009. The 

consequences of a State shut down are a reality as of this writing. 

The services that the County provides which will potentially be cut 

or stopped will hurt the well-being of many of our local and county 

citizens including citizens that need financial, mental and medical 

help.  The County will try its best to keep residents aware of the 

situation in Lansing.   

 This issue is a rerun of last yearõs problem. Unfortunately, 

the Federal Government is in no better shape than the state, if not 

worse. 

 

County Budget Is Balanced 

 Unlike the Stateõs budget crisis, I would like to report that 

Allegan County will be balanced for fiscal year 2009. Thanks to 

spending restraint and good financial policy from the County 

Commission and County Administration we find ourselves in great 

financial shape. We try to keep our spending at about 61 percent of 

revenues. 

 If there are any questions that you may have of me please 

contact me at my office at:  (616) 355-2525 or my cell phone: (616) 

403-0427 

Thanks for your support. 

Terry Burns 

 

Flu Shots Offered  

At The Township Office 

 Holland Home Health (a division of 

Holland Hospital) will be offering flu shots at the Lake-

town Township Office, Monday, November 10, from 1 

p.m. to 3 p.m. The cost will be $30 for flu shots and $35 

for pneumonia shots. There is no charge for those with 

Medicare. Please bring your Medicare information and 

personal identification with you.   

 If you have any questions, you may con-

tact Home Health Services at (616) 394-3346 or Lake-

town Township at (616) 335-3050. 

Township Clean-Up Dates Set 
 The annual fall township clean-up day is set for November 7  

from 7 a.m. ð 6 p.m. and November 8 from 7 a.m. ð 3 p.m. at Chef Con-

tainer, 4368 60th Street. 

 All non-hazardous household items will be accepted at no 

charge. There are fees for dumping of Freon appliances, $25; tires, $10 

per tire; and large/tractor tires, $20 per tire. 

 No paint, chemicals, drain oil or other hazardous materials will 

be accepted. 
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Treasurerõs Trove  
  ...submitted by Laketown Township Treasurer, Gary Dewey 

  As I drive through 

our township and many other places 

across the nation, I find my greatest 

peace in our Laketown. I have been a 

resident of Allegan County for 57 years 

and of Laketown Township for 34 

years, and I feel so blessed to be a 

resident of Laketown and a public 

servant. Issues now are so very different 

than in the prior decades, and we need 

to look for creative ways to deal with 

current issues facing the township.  

  We thank you for your 

prompt payment of summer taxes. The 

State and the County need those funds 

for proper functioning of our 

government. If any of you still owe 

summer taxes, a fee of 1% is added the 

first of each month. Please check the 

county and township websites for 

information regarding winter taxes and 

tax deferment applications for winter 

taxes. Winter tax bills will be sent out 

the first week of December and will be 

due on February 14, 2009.  

  We now accept tax payments 

by credit card and electronic 

check. Credit card payments are not 

accepted at the township office and can 

only be paid by phone to the servicing 

agent or by internet. Electronic check 

payments can also be made on-line. All 

credit card payments are charged a 

3% service fee, which goes to the 

servicing agent, Official Payment 

Corporation.  

 Electronic checks are 

also charged a service fee of $3 per 

parcel. A confirmation number and 

receipt will be generated when a 

transaction is successfully 

completed. Additional information 

including payment links are available on 

our website. 

  Feel free to contact myself or 

deputy treasurer Charlene Fields at the 

township office at (616) 335-3050 or go 

to the Laketown web page at 

www.laketowntwp.org/ and e-mail us 

using the link provided.   

Township Parks Benefit From Day Of  Caring 

 

 The township had two groups come out and help at our parks on Day of 

Caring , September 18.   

 A group from Herman Miller helped at Laketown Beach cleaning sand off 

the steps, picking up trash and pounding nails. A second group from Herman Miller 

went to Huyser Farm and scraped paint off one building.   

 A Huntington Bank group came in the afternoon to Farview Park and 

helped with trail maintenance and painting of the old Interurban Station house.   

 Thanks a million to all who gave so generously of their time. 

 Day of Caring is an annual program of the Greater Ottawa County United 

Way.  This event mobilizes several hundred volunteers to facilitate many community 

projects.  

Laura Canaan and  Michelle Sall 

20 Trees y 20 Stories 

Christmas At  

The Mansion 
A Felt Family Christmas 

 
Sunday, December 14, 2008:  2 - 5 p.m. 

Friday, December 19, 2008: 6 - 9 p.m. 

Sunday, December 21, 2008:  2 - 5 p.m. 

Friday, December 26, 2008:  6 - 9 p.m. 

Sunday, December 28, 2008:  2 - 5: p.m. 

(Dec 28th:  Victorian Tea, Reservations 

Required) 

 

Visit  www.feltmansion.org  for 

details of each event. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Present this flier when you book your family 

or corporate holiday party and receive 10% 

off your room rental rate. 

Dates are filling up fast ð So call today!  

Charlene Fields, Rental Coordinator 

(616)  335-3050  

events@feltmansion.org 

     FELT MANSION 



Page 5 

From the Fire Department    é.submitted by Fire Chief, Cal Haverdink  

 In this issue of the Laketown 

Township Newsletter I would like to 

address the burning of leaves and brush as 

well as pass along a few other reminders for 

Township residents. 

  As many of you know, the 

Laketown Township Board passed a new 

revision to the Township burn ordinance. 

This new ordinance - #150 - contains some 

changes that will affect those residents that 

burn leaves and twigs. The new ordinance 

states that open burning is prohibited within 

15 feet of any structure, fencing or 

woodpiles, and within 15 feet of any public 

or private property line. No burning is 

allowed after sunset or before sunrise, 

unless specifically approved by the Fire 

Chief or his/her designee. The fire must be 

attended at all times by a responsible adult 

and a water hose or other means of 

extinguishment must be readily available. 

Fires should not be allowed to smolder. 

Stirring the pile with a shovel or rake 

occasionally will allow the pile to burn faster 

and cleaner. As always, the Department 

encourages residents to dispose of leaves 

and yard waste by composting. This is the 

environmentally friendly way to dispose of 

yard debris. If you must burn, remember to 

obtain a burn permit first, then follow the 

rules as stated in the Township burn 

ordinance. 

  A reminder to all residents that as 

we òfall backó and change our clocks make 

sure to change the batteries in your smoke 

detectors. It has been proven that smoke 

detectors do save lives. Please take the time 

to insure that your family is safe if a fire 

should occur. Graafschap Fire Department 

has some smoke detectors available if your 

residence needs them.  

 This is also a good time to talk 

with the whole family about emergency 

exits, a meeting place, and calling 911. 

Check your home fire extinguishers to make 

sure they are fully pressurized and in good 

working order. Are they easily accessible in 

an emergency? Discussing and practicing 

these things as a family helps to insure that 

(Continued on page 6) 

Volunteers    

Needed  
 After nearly a year of 

finishing touches on the 

renovation project inside the Felt 

mansion, the project is heading 

down the hill, literally, to the 

Shore Acres buildings. The new 

direction on the project is 

making it necessary for project 

coordinator, Pat Hoezee Meyer, 

to return to the renovation roots 

of the project - volunteerism. 

 òWith the long-term 

lease of Shore Acres Farm ð the 

original farm buildings of the 

estate ð new volunteer activities 

abound, and I want to be sure 

that our volunteers get on board 

this fall because we will want to 

make some dramatic 

improvements come spring.ó 

 Volunteers, who came 

in hundreds to the mansion in 

the beginning, are needed now 

more than ever at the Shore 

Acres buildings. Volunteers will 

be digging in to begin restoration 

of the outbuildings. 

 But itõs not just Shore 

Acres that is in need of helping 

hands ð the Felt Family 

Christmas: 20 Trees, 20 Stories, 

is also in need of volunteers.  

 òBecause we have so 

many events, we need as many 

people as possible to help in 

many ways ð big and small. No 

contribution is too small. If a 

person can only give two hours 

during the season ð that is fine, 

and we appreciate it.ó 

 Meyer believes that 

many volunteers will be anxious 

to return to the Felt Estate 

project after seeing the success 

of the project to date.  

 Also aiding in the 

organization is Meyerõs assistant, 

Tammy Bloomfield. With her 

help, volunteers will find more 

hours available and concrete 

plans and projects. 

 òI value peopleõs 

time. Nothing is worse than 

volunteering and getting to the 

site and having no tools, no plan, 

no project. We donõt do that at 

the Felt mansion. If you show 

up, we put you to work! Yet, we 

always have so much fun and 

food,ó laughs Meyer. 

 Through the years, 

Meyer has seen 

more and more 

families get 

involved in the 

project and the 

upcoming holiday 

event offers 

another great way 

for families, even 

with the youngest 

children, to get 

involved. Families 

can volunteer to 

decorate trees 

inside the house ð 

and this year 

there are 20 trees. 

 òWe have many 

families that get involved ð a 

great trend I hope to see more 

of. Many families volunteer 

during Christmas because they 

enjoy decorating the trees 

together. When families work 

together toward a common goal 

it strengthens them.ó  

 One more addition to 

the upcoming volunteer 

campaign is a new calendar 

feature on the mansionõs website 

ð www.feltmansion.org. On the 

tours and events page there is a 

calendar of days and times when 

volunteers are needed. The 

feature makes it easy for 

volunteers to see when there is a 

need and just show up.  

 òWe always have plenty 

to do,ó said Meyer, encouraging 

new and returning volunteers to 

share the time this season. 

  

 Contact Meyer for 

more information at 

pjmeyer04@chartermi.net 

Volunteer Hours At  

The Felt Estate 

Mondays, October 6, 13, 20 and 27 

from 10 a.m. ð 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. ð 8 

p.m. 

Mondays, November 3, 10, 17 and 24 

from 10 a.m. ð 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. ð 8 

p.m. 

Mondays, December 1 and 8 from 10 

a.m. ð 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. ð 8 p.m. 
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Laketown Township  

Laketown Township Office 
4338 Beeline Road 

Holland, Michigan 49423 
Phone: 616.335.3050 
Fax: 616.335.5459 

 
Office hours:                        

Monday - Thursday             
8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. and                        

Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

www.laketowntwp.org 

Laketown Township Directory 

Township Office - 616.335.3050 

Township Board 

Supervisor - Terry Hofmeyer 

Treasurer - Gary Dewey 

Clerk - Wendy Van Huis 

Trustee - Bob Scanlan 

Trustee - Ed Stielstra 

Planning Commission  

Chair - Bob Cook 

Zoning Board of Appeals 

Chair - Herb Johnson 

Parks and Recreation 

ChairðLinda Howell  

Township Staff 

Manager - Al Meshkin 

Assessor - Paul Smith 

Administrative Assistants: 

 Kathy Stoike 

     Mary Geurink 

      Charlene Fields 

 Diane Ybarra 

Building Inspector 

Al Ellingsen - 269.236.5788 or 

616.395.1152 

Mechanical Inspector 

Bob Modreske 616.477.4940 

Electrical Inspector 

Gordon Bosch - 616.396.1448 

Plumbing Inspector  

Gary Raak ï 616.399.6924 

County Commissioner 

Terry Burns - 616.335.2525 

State Representative 

Rep. Fulton Sheen - 886.743.3659 

State Senator 

Sen. Patricia Birkholz - 888.287.2889 

in a time of crisis everyone knows what they should or should not do like re-enter burning structure, 

stop and get favorite toys, etc. 

  Some final thoughts: As mentioned in previous articles , Graafschap Fire Department has 

concerns regarding tree limbs and brush encroaching on private streets and driveways. I have noticed 

some residents are working on trimming their trees and brush back. I would like to thank them 

publicly for their efforts, and encourage all residents 

to maintain a 14 foot wide and 14 foot high clearing 

for emergency vehicles. Those residents that live in 

areas serviced with fire hydrants should also trim 

brush, weeds, shrubbery, for a minimum of 2 feet 

around the hydrant, as well as snow in winter time. 

This helps us locate and access fire hydrants rapidly if 

needed.  

 One last reminder for everyone - be sure 

your house number is visible from the road. If you 

have installed a green address sign make sure it is not 

blocked by weeds or brush, or knocked loose by 

snow or wind. If anyone would like to order a new 

sign, or replace a damaged one, the phone number 

for Safety Street is 1-800-526-7077.  

 As always if you have any questions please 

feel free to give me a call, the fire station number is 

(616) 396-4060. Your cooperation is needed and 

appreciated in making Laketown Township a safe 

and pleasant community to live in. 

(Continued from page 5)                                     


