Laketown Calendar

October
220 ZBA*

23, 24, 25, 30, 3Haunted
Carriage House at Shore Acres
Farm 7- 11 p.m.

November

4- Election Day

5- Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m.
5- Planning Commission*

12- Township Board Meeting*
19- Parks and Recreation*
24- ZBA*

December

3-- Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m.
338 Planning Commission*
100 Township Board Meeting*
170 Parks and Recreation*

14, 21- Felt Mansion Christmas
Tours 2-5 p.m."

19,26- Felt Mansion Christmas
Tours 6-9 p.m."

28- Victorian Tea®
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From the desk of..... Terry Hofmeyer

Laketown Township Supervisor

Our November General Election is just @0 each township
couple of weeks away and | want to encourage yesidence asking for theg
to vote this NovembeAllthough the presidential input on this mattet.
election tends to dominate the news, Laketown anticipate that the mailg
Township residents do have a millage request owithbe sent prior to this
ballot that is equally important to our long term newsletter, but |
quality of life for each and every resident. encourage you to
\;aspond and give the
pcg)ard members input a;
we consider a course 0
aacgion for the township.

You are being asked to consider appro
of a 0.95 millage for additional police protection
supplement our current two depufidge township
has provided factual data on this ballot question
an insert in this newsletter and | urge each of youto At our September board meeting we
review it in detail and become an informed voterreluctantly accepted the resignation of Roger Prins
this particular issuBy state statute, Laketown  as a long time member of the township's Planning
Township cannot expend public funds to promot€@mmission and as the commission's representative
"Yes" or "No" vote on the millage proposal beforen the Zoning Board of AppeaRoger was a
you.However, the township board, in an effort tovaluable asset on the commission, bringing a wealth
let residents know where they stand on this issuef knowledge on planning and zoning matters and
adopted a motion at its October board meeting he will be dearly misse8everal persons indicated
endorsing a "Yes" vote on this important local an interest in replacing him on the commission and
question. we have appointed Linda Howell as his replacement.

Refuse collection was also a subject at the | would also like to extend my sincere
October meeting.he board had tabled action on thanks to those persons who volunteer to keep our
the possibility of a mandatory single collection township roads free of debris and looking
program to not only collect refuse, but to providegood!Thank you one and all! If any of you would
for expanded recycling and a much more efficiefike to volunteer (in any fashion) please feel free to
program for annual "cleaps”. Following contact the township office and give us your
discussion and additional input from the audienagameand area of interest.
the board left the matter on the table and directed

our Township Manager to prepare a survey to go wREMEMBER TO VOTE!

DeputyRoundU[é) Deputy Bob Curnick and Deppty

*all meetings at 7:00 p.m.
at the township hall
unless otherwise noted

Asee article for details

We are getting our fall weather which Also as some of our residents prepare to
means wedre into Oct o lieterinsarrder dinsates, plaate cemember tha they
season for deer. The deer are going to be movirdgputies can check your homes. Call the township
more, especially in early morning and evening. Ball to fill out a request.

cautious of this while driving thru the township. If you have any questions or concerns

Friday, October 31 is Halloween. We wilblease feel free to contact one of us.

be handing out glow sticks to area-tiiekeaters. Have a great fall.
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CI er k65 WerQQ Vail EUrs, Clerk and Mary Geurink, |[Depi

Election 2008

Al t hough wedre all a bit weary of t
it will not translate into poor voter turnout. We expeét85% of Laket ownd
come to the polls on November 4. Can you expect a line? Maybe. But there will be adq
voting booths, and our usual qualified workers to help move things along.

thi s
vpbter

Along with the State, Federal, County and local offices, there will be two State
and one local proposal on the ballot. Our local proposal is a 5 year Law Enforcement
Proposition for .95 mills. Refer to the enclosed sample ballot for language on both the |
State proposals.

Take time to examine the sample ballot, and feel free to take it with you on Eleg
Day if you feel that will help expedite your own vote.

We would also like to remind you to bring your photo ID. This new State law took effect in November of 2007 arnd re-
quires every voter to show a photo ID. If no ID is present at the time of voting, you will be asked sign an affdavibén ord
allowed to vote.

Absentee ballots can be obtained at the Township hall. If you have any questions, feel free to call the office (616) 335
3050.

We feel that our elections workers are the best ajpywh
to insure that our elections are run accurately and professionally. Our Township continues to receive high marksiththe gount
every election.

It is with regret that we are losing one of our finest election workers. Dorothy Nyland has decided to retire after $erving
over 25 years as an election worker and chairman. Dorothy has seen us through the days when voting was in the dld T¢wnship
with antiquated lever voting booths, and 20 hour work days. We value her expertise and knowledge of the votingifbrocegs. She v
be greatly missed and extremely difficult to replace. When you vote, be sure to thank her and wish her well.

Hunting Program At Huyser Farm Begins

The Parks Commission added another recreational activity to its many list of offerings by recently approving arcontrolled ©
hunt at Huyser Farm Park. Modeled after the successful program held by Ottawa County Parks in Crockery and Zeeland Townshi
Laketowndéds hunt was open to any individual with a valid h
and made available by special permit only through an application g :
A total of 48 applications were received, and on September 20, fift¢
viduals were randomly selected to participate in the roll out of the
gram. Special rules and regulations will be in effect for these huni
which will be held for the Fall archery season only. Huyser Farm pa&s
remain open for hiking and other recreational uses during the hunti
son, and signs will be posted in the parking area advising visitors g
hunt underway.

A big thank you goes to Graafschap Hardware for coording
the application and selection process for this program.

Pictured at Graafschap Hardware is employee Russ Johnﬁl
sisted by customers to randomly select hunter applications.
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Quarterly Report from Allegan County Commissioner Terryexcellent job cutting cost where
Burns (District one) can while providing Seniors the

The Allegan County Commissioners were busy in thd giBtthat they need. To contact
quarter working on the Request for Proposal (RFP), for a Jaibeanne call (269) 6I333.
Planner. Unfortunately only one of the three people that sent
proposals to the County were qualified. Add to that the bid W%S too
b

expensive. So, the county is going to redo the RFP and startife. '?’I_Udgﬁ Cr'S'ZT“CIt"eS
process over. own To Allegan County

Also, | would like to credit Laketown Township Manager, Ul Statt)e budgeft CI’]LfSIS
Al Meshkin, for saving the governmental units in Allegan Coﬁ%oétingto us, ece;)usteh L gt etctsf Michi that Al c
about $28,000 in annual expenses for mapping costs that thgnahadated services Dy the State ot vichigan that Allegan ©.q

Townships have been paying the County on an annual basis V!

years. That expense is no longer incurred, because Al foundtt aPUdQEt EGUTES/ oy Sl KIS Wi T8Ea el 2008, 1

the County cannot charge for those kinds of services to othecONSequUeNces of & State shut down are a reality as of tis

governmental units making the counties policy moot. Well ddﬂ%e serwces_that 2 County SHEMIEISS Wl En Wil [EeftsmiElly
Alll or stopped will hurt the wddeing of many of our local and cou

citizens including citizens that need financial, mental and mg
We all survived the rain in July; however, there was qiég.aThe County will try its best to keep residents aware of

bit of damage along the Lakeshore Road in Saugatuck Townsfition in Lansing.
and drainage problems in Laketown Township. The drains have

been mostly fixed and the washout in Saugatuck Township s;[w hEsdT T('; s s ts ue Ib ft 6;1 ' ﬂe] ' ;Jhn ¢ to
a temporary access road. e Federal Government is in no better shape than the state

worse.

County Hires Veteran Benefits Services Employee
y pioy County Budget Is Balanced

Tammy Griggs has been hired by the county as a fulltime Unl i ke the Siatois bhude

employee that is qualified in Veteran Benefits Services. She i . .
available at our County Services Building at Dumont Lake fivéI i ol .WIH o balanc'ed fof f|sca! YElr ALY,
ending restraint and good financial policy from the County

a week from 8 a.@5 p.m. | cannot underscore how importantSp e . . : .

this service is in our county. Most area Vets have to go to Ba gmmission ] SeUnE AEmMISTE we el @UrEEREs Iy
Creek or Grand Rapids to get help with Veteran Benefits. Inancial shape. We try to keep our spending at about 61 pe
However, that day is over. The County and Tammy can handfe/€nues:

most cases in house. This service is a terrific asset to the If there are any questions that you may have of me

community and is long over due. Call Tammy at (2693833 contact me at my office at: (616)3585 or my cell phone: (61J6)

4030427
Senior Services Provides Home Meal Deliveries Thanks for your suf

The Senior Millage is also providing more home meal Veeils B

deliveries than ever, and its new Director Jeanne Silver is doing an

des. As | write this report, the Legislature is trying to b}fz\nce

unty

riting.
be cut
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Flu Shots Offered ki

At The Township Office Township CleanUp Dates Set
The annual fall township clagmday is set for November 7

land . 'l_lou.?lns Hcf)fmg Hilalthh(a divisir?n o from7amd6 p-m. and November 8 from 7 ad8.p.m. at Chef Con-
Holland Hospital) will be offering flu shots at the L3 ‘tainer, 4368 60th Street.

town Township Office, Monday, November 10, fror]
p.m. to 3 p.nThe cost will be $30 for flu shots and { 5 All non-hazardous household items will be accepted at no

for pneumonia shot$here is no charge for those wi charge. There are fees for dumping of Freon appliances, $25; tires,

MedicarePlease bring your Medicare information a|  Per tire; and large/tractor tires, $20 per tire.

personal identification with you. No paint, chemicals, drain oil or other hazardous materials
If you have any questions, you may con- be accepted.

tactHome Health Services at (616)3®46 or Lake-
town Township at (616) 33850.

$10

will
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Treasurerds Tr ' EEXEEREE.
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...submitted by Laketown Township Treasurer, Gary Dewey rzwe ﬂt O
Chri st mas
The Ma %S i

A Felt Fahil

B>

N
@ N

As | drive through only be paid by phone to the servici
our township and many othgaces agent or by interndflectronic check
across the nation, | find my greatest paymentsan also be made-bne.All
peace in our Laketowlrhave been a  credit card payments are charged a
resident of Allegan County for 57 year8%service fee, whigoes to the
and of Laketown Township for 34 servicing agent, Official Payment
years, and | feel so blessed to be a  Corporation.
resident of Laketown and a public
servantlssues now are so very differe
than in the prior decades, and we nee’%
to look for creative ways to deal with
current issues facing the township.

=

Electronic checks are
Isocharged a service fee of $3 per
arcel A confirmation number and
receipt will be generated when a
transaction is successfully

We thank you for your completedAdditional information
prompt payment of summer taxes. Thancluding payment links are availabl
State and the County need those fundsur website.

for proper functioning of our Feel free to contact myself ¢
governmentf any of you St'", owe deputy treasurer Charlene Fields at
summer taxes, a fee of 1% is added thﬁwnship office at (616) 33850 or gd
first of each monttPlease check the to the Laketown web page at
county and township websites for www.laketowntwp.org/ andreail us
information regarding winter taxes andusing the link provided.

tax deferment applications for winter
taxesWinter tax bills will be sent out
the first week of December and will be
due on February 14, 2009.

We now accept tax payments
by credit card and electronic
checkCredit card payments are not
accepted at the township office and can

Sunday, December 14, 20085 p.m.
Friday, December 19, 200896p.m.
Sunday, December 21, 20085 p.m.
Friday, December 26, 2008:96p.m.
Sunday, December 28, 200852p.m.

(Dec 28&: Victorian Tea, Reservation
Required)

11%

[=3

> > > > > W W W > B> W W W B> > > > W R >

Visit www.feltmansion.org for

details of each event.

FELT MANSION

Township Parks Benefit From Day Of Caring

The township had two groups come out and help at our parks on De
Caring , September 18.

B> B> B> I > > > > > > W > > > > B>

A group from Herman Miller helped at Laketown Beach cleaning sai
the steps, picking up trash and pounding nails. A second group from Herma 8bresent this flier when you book yo
went to Huyser Farm and scraped paint off one building. or corporate holiday party and recei

> B>

amily
10%

R L o

A Huntington Bank group came in the afternoon to Farview Park ani off your room rental rate.
helped with trail maintenance and painting of the old Interurban Station hou: * Dates are filling updfSst call todlay

Thanks a million to all who gave so generously of their time.

Charlene Fields, Rental Coordinator
Day of Caring is an annual program of the Greater Ottawa County L * (616) 338050
Way. This event mobilizes several hundred volunteers to facilitate many col ity ,
projects. events@feltmansion.org *

Laura Canaan and Michelle Sa * * * * * * * *
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VOIUnteerS But itds nawaysjhavsaso m&linfonraedf eat ure on t he ma
Acres thatisin need of helping ood, 6 | aughs OoMew/feltmansion.org. Onthe
Needed handsd the Felt Family Through the years, tours and events page there is a
Christmas: 20 Trees, 20 Storie,§/Ieyer has seen S—
o After nearly a year of is also in need of volunteers. more and more """""""""""""""""" :
f|n|sh|ng touchgs on the dBecause whmilkesgete : : Volunteer Hours At
renovation project inside the Fﬂllhny events, we need as manivolved in the The Felt Estate

mansion, the prOJect IS headlnSﬂ)eople as possible to help in project and the
down the hill "t_e“?‘”y’ to the many way8 big and smalNo  upcoming holida
S_hore_ Acres bundm_gs. '_I'he NW¥ontribution is too smalf.a event offers
dlregtloq on the project is ) erson can only give two hoursanother great we :
making it necessary for projec{j’uring the seasdrthat is fine, for families, ever - Mondays, November 3, 10, 17 and 24
coordinator, Pat Hoezee Meyeé, nd
to return to the renovation roots " belioves that
' i eyer ) o :
of the project volunteerism. many volun)t/eers will be anxiod§volved. Familie. : y\ondays, December 1 and 8 from 10

O Wit h deime J Q00 he Felt Estate  Can Volunteerto 1 ama2 pm. and 5 p.m.8 p.m.
lease of Shore Acres Fdythe project after seeing the SLICCeSgecorate trees

Mondays, October 6, 13, 20 and 27
from 10 amd2 p.m. and 5 p."a.8 -
p.m.

we appr ec iwifttee ygunges = from 10 amd2 p.m. and 5 p.n.8
children,toget : p.m.

original farm buildings of the of the project to date. inside .the houSE srcrrerrerssnrsnsscnrscncensnnss o
estaté new volunteer activities o and this year

abound, and | want to be sure Also aiding in the there are 20 trees. calendar of days and times when
that our volunteers getonboa® " gani zati on is Mg We ' ﬁ s,as ?nilolimte@rs dre needed. The

this fall because we will want td ammy Bloomfield. With her tamilies that aet involved f2dlufe makes it easy for

make some dramatic help, volunteers will find more '2"€S that get involv volunteers to see when there is a

great trend | hope to see more

of. Many families volunteer
Volunteers, who cam during Christmas because they oWe al ways ha

in hundreds to the mansion in ol value pegnppPdecdrtifgthetrees t 0o do, 6 said Meye

the beginning, are needed nowiime.Nothing is worse than  tggether. When families work Ne€w and returning volunteers to

more than ever at the Shore Volunteering and getting to thetogether toward a common go&hare the time this season.

Acres buildings. Volunteers wilfite and having no tools, noplant st rengt hens them. ¢

be digging in to begin restoratiff ProjectWe dondt do that at

i mprovements cheussavailaheandencrete need and just show up.

eplans and projects.

L : One more addition to Contact Mever for
f th tbuildings. the Felt mansiotf. you show . on Yy
campaign is a new calendar  pimeyer04@chartermi.net
From the Fire Department ¢.submitted by Fire Chilef,

In this issue of the Laketown  Chief or his/her designee. The fire must kare to change the batteries in your smdke
Township Newsletter | would like to attended at all times by a responsible add#tectors. It has been proven that smoke
address the burning of leaves and brushasl a water hose or other means of detectors do save lives. Please take thegtime
well as pass along a few other reminderefdmguishment must be readily availableto insure that your family is safe if a fire
Township residents. Fires should not be allowed to smolder. should occur. Graafschap Fire Departmnt
Stirring the pile with a shovel or rake has some smoke detectors available if Jyour

As many of you know, the : . X i
Laketown Township Board passed a nev\c,)ccasmnally will allow the pile to burn fastsidence needs them.
and cleaner. As always, the Department

revision to the Township burn ordinance. i . This is also a good time to talk
This new ordinance#150- contains some €McoUrages residents to dlspose of Igav%th the whole family about emergency
changes that will affect those residents t .yard HEELE by_ OlEOEITE T_h|s = its, a meeting place, and calling 911.
burn leaves and twigs. The new ordinanc%‘v'ronm?nta”y friendly way to dispose %heck your home fire extinguishers to make
states that open burning is prohibited wit}ﬂﬁ{d_debr's' If you r_nqst burn, rememberégre they are fully pressurized and in gqod
15 feet of any structure, fencing or obtain a burn pgrmlt first, ther) follow theworking order. Are they easily accessiblg in
woodpiles, and within 15 feet of any pubﬁl’fles as stated in the Township burn an emergency? Discussing and practicifg

or private property line. No burning is ordinance. these things as a family helps to insure fhat
allowed after sunset or before sunrise, A reminder to all residents that as
unless specifically approved by the Fire we o6f al | backd6 and change our clockd ma

(Continued on Gage




(Continued from Brge

in a time of crisis everyone knows what they should or should not deritez lirning structure

stop and get favorite toys, etc.

Some final thoughts: As mentioned in previous articles , Graafschap Fire Departm
concerns regarding tree limbs and brush encroaching on private streets and driveways. | h
some residents are working on trimming their trees and brush back. | would like to thank th

publicly for their efforts, and encourage all residents
to maintain a 14 foot wide and 14 foot high clea
for emergency vehicles. Those residents that liv
areas serviced with fire hydrants should also tri
brush, weeds, shrubbery, for a minimum of 2 fe¢
around the hydrant, as well as snow in winter ti
This helps us locate and access fire hydrants ra
needed.

One last reminder for everyorse sure
your house number is visible from the road. If ya
have installed a green address sign make sure i
blocked by weeds or brush, or knocked loose b
show or wind. If anyone would like to order a ne
sign, or replace a damaged one, the phone nu
for Safety Street is8D35267077.

As always if you have any questions plg
feel free to give me a call, the fire station numbe
(616) 39€1060. Your cooperation is needed and
appreciated in making Laketown Township a sa
and pleasant community to live in.
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