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Laketown Calendar

August

3 - Felt Mansion Sunday Tours
5 - Election Day

6 - Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m.
6 - Planning Commission*

10 - Felt Mansion Sunday Tours
13 - Township Board Meeting*
17 - Felt Mansion Sunday Tours
20 - Parks and Recteation*

24 - Felt Mansion Sunday Tours
25 - Workday At Laketown Beach™
27 - ZBA*

31 - Felt Mansion Sunday Tours
September

3 -- Board Workshop, 4:00 p.m.
3 — Planning Commission*

10 — Township Board Meeting*
15 - Taxes Due

17 — Parks and Recreation*

21 - Felt Mansion Sunday Tours
22 - Workday at Farview Park”
24 — ZBA*

28 - Felt Mansion Sunday Tours
October

1 — Board Workshop 4:00 p.m.
1 — Planning Commission*

5 - Felt Mansion Sunday Tours
8 - Township Board Meeting*
12 - Felt Mansion Sunday Tours
15 — Parks and Recreation*

19 - Felt Mansion Sunday Tours
22— ZBA*

*all meetings at 7:00 p.m. at the township
hall unless otherwise noted

“see article for details

Felt Mansion Sunday self guided tours are
from 2 - 5 p.m. Visit www.feltmansion.org
for up-to-date scheduling information.
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Terry Hofmeyer

Laketown Township Supervisor

It looks like Laketown Township is going
to continue to be a busy place during the summer
months and I'd like to alert you to a few of the
important items on yout board's agenda:

1. Road Resurfacing: We will be resurfacing
140th Avenue between 64th and 66th Streets at a
cost of just over §99,000.00. Our township has an
ongoing commitment to road improvements and
we sincerely appreciate your support in providing
the funds to make this possible.

2. August Primary and November General
Elections: Every election is important and 1
continue to urge you to get out and vote. Absent
voter ballots are available from the township office
for those needing this service and if you cannot
make it to the polls on election day, please consider
this option by calling the office.

3. Liquor Question: On the August Primary
election ballot we have a local question regarding
the repeal of an ordinance prohibiting the sale of
alcoholic beverages. This probation has been in
effect for a number of years and, earlier this year
our Downtown Development Authority held a
public hearing to seek public input on the
question. There was minimal opposition and the
township board, following a period of citizen
comments, decided to place it on the ballot. The
board also adopted a policy regarding the issuance
of possible licenses by restricting them to the DDA
Blue Star corridor and further limiting licenses to
those establishments providing food service in
conjunction with the sale of alcoholic
beverages. Please feel free to contact any board
member or the township office if you have any
questions regarding the ballot question.

4. Refuse
Collection: The
township board is
continuing to look into
the feasibility of
providing a single
source of refuse

collection/recycling for
township residents. We

are presently asking for
quotes for costs,
including "clean-up" services, and we hope to have
details available within the next month. Ifitis
demonstrated that we can provide a full range of
service at a lesser cost than we are presently paying,
it may become a reality.

5. Police Services/Protection: The township
board is also looking into the possibility of placing
a millage question on the November General
Election ballot regarding the levy of less than one
mill for additional police services. We presently
contract for two deputies from the Allegan County
Sheriff' and the millage, if approved by township
voters, would offer additional
services/personnel. We are presently collecting
information and data regarding the need for
additional personnel and how we can make our
area safer and free from some of the urban
problems adjacent to our community. Comments
from residents will be accepted and the
information collected on our needs will be available
prior to considering this as a ballot proposal.

The township board meets the second
Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the
Township Hall on Beeline Road and we welcome
your input and comments as we research and
consider these important questions to our
residents.



Page 2

FOR WHAT I'T°S WORTH ...submitted by Assessor, Paul Smith

We often field questions regarding tax dollars and where the money is spent. Holland —  ing FicRoud
2% 2% & Drains

Please refer to the pie chart to the right. As you can see, most of your taxes (67%) go to
fund the schools. The 2 mills for Fire Roads & Drains have been in place since the mid Eegnm?; _\
4%

1960s and are renewed every two years by a vote of the people. In 2005 bike paths were

Hamilton
. . . . . . Schools
added to the language. The millage did not increase. As the name implies, this covers o

road work, bike paths, drain maintenance and fire department expenses.

Township Operating revenue pays for all wages (other than the firefighters),

insurance, police, recycling, the bi-annual township cleanups, park and cemetery main- Sangatuck
1. . ye . Schools
tenance, building maintenance, utilities, legal fees and the other expenses associated 9%

with running an office.

Full copies of the budget are available at this office if you are interested in L. .
b 8 ’ 2007 Tax Distribution

more detail.

Note: As you can see from the table, the Principal Residence Exemption (PRE) makes a big difference
in your tax bill. Please be sure you are receiving it if you qualify. Also note that recent legidlatget traBRE yawuadoamithg
you are not livinfthre home is for sale and not being rented. As always, please call with any questions you may have.

—

Taxing Jurisdiction Non-PRE Rate PRE Rate

Laketown 46.3080 28.3080

Fillmore 48.2251 30.2251

Heath 47.7812 29.7812

Holland City 56.6208 38.6208

Manlius 48.4294 30.4294

Saugatuck Twp. 47.0411 29.0411

Saugatuck City 56.2146 38.2146

\\\A% ’ Summer Safety Tips \\\A% ’
S\ 75 . . S\ Z Summer Splash Zone Hours
Z/— ~ School is now out for the summer and it looks Z/— &

12 AN like summer weather is at last here! 17 I\l\ The Splash Zone is open Monday — Saturday from 1 — 8 p.m.

and Sunday from 1 — 5 p.m.

During the summer months there is a lot of activity on our o ) ) .
Additional information on classes and programs for the public

can be found at www.HollandAquaticCenter.org or by calling (616) 393-
path. 7595

township bike paths. Please be careful while backing over a bike

If you are parking in a township park, please leave your
valuable items at home or at least locked in the trunk or out of
view. Remember to lock your vehicle and only leave the windows

Holland
Community
Aquatic Center

with a small (1 or so) opening.

Have a safe and wonderful summer.

Deputies Bob Curnick and Todd VanderHulst
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COME OUTSIDE TO EXPLORE AND ENJOY by Linda Howell

Spend A Lazy Summer Day At Your Laketown Patks 0T her e6s Somet hing for Ever

This summer everyone is trying to figure out how to avoid the ever rising gas prices but still have a great summer. One easy way
is to enjoy the many great parks Laketown offers.

If you have little ones in your family, there is Wolters Woods (6281 147th Avenue) with its playground equipment and picnic
shelter with grill.

If you enjoy horses or fishing, there is Farview Park (6257 138th Avenue) with its 1 %2 miles of trails and pond.
For the hikers, there’s Sanctuary Woods (4750 66th Street) and its quiet, shady high dunes.

For the beach volleyball and sun lovers, don’t bother driving around Lake Mac to the State Park or battling the crowds at Sauga-
tuck, hit your beach at the end of 142nd Avenue.

For the adventurers, explore Huyser Farm Park (4158 64th Street) and its 102 acres of woods, dunes, and meadows — but bring
your sense of direction as there are only limited paths. If you visit Huyser in late July and August, bring your blueberry bucket. There’ll be
plenty of berties to pick in the berry fields.

One of the newest attractions in the Parks is the soon to be installed disc golf course at Shore Acres (6602 138th Avenue). The
18 hole course, designed and promoted by Ben Barton, is not planned to be a refined, manicured course like a traditional golf course, but

(Continued on

Quarterly Report from Allegan County Commissioner Terry Burns (District one)

As of this writing the county, Laketown Township, along with Saugatuck Township have been declared a disaster area
by Governor Jennifer Granholm. Today June 16t we at the County have asked the State for a 28 day extension of that declaration. From
the meetings that I have attended I have learned that this area is in a vulnerable position from recurring weather conditions such as
flooding and erosion.

However, the upside of this is the readiness of our Fire Departments and Police - we are in good hands. Local Fire
Departments, Graafschap, and Saugatuck Fire Departments have been on the job both day and night and helping those who have had
flood and carbon monoxide exposure. The bravery of these firefighters goes without saying, and our thanks to them for their dedication
also goes without saying. We are fortunate to have the leadership of Fire Chief’s Cal Haverdink-Graafschap Fire, and John Blok from
Saugatuck Township Fire along with local law enforcement Bob Curnik and Todd VanderHulst.

Now some bullet points from the County.

A request for bids for a jail planner was sent out last month. That is the first step of three to plan the new jail. The other two are
financial, and construction.

The County Millage has been set at 5.86 mills.

The County had planned for an increase in revenues of about 5%, but the housing market and the state of the economy will only
benefit us a projected increase of 2.9%.

The Commission on Aging has hired a new director. Her name is Jean Silver. She has come to us via Iowa; however, she is from
this area.

County Mental Health is revisiting its General Fund revenue position, which is separate from Medicaid dollars. General Fund
Revenues come directly form the State and cover costs that Medicaid doesn’t cover. However, because the state has not
increased the general Fund in over 25 years we have stopped using general fund money, and we are putting those people that
aren’t qualified for Medicaid on a waiting list. If we don’t do that our General fund will be depleted and we would be technically
out of business. This is not good news; however, the County Mental Health Board is looking for alternative solutions.

The County Medical facility is in the process of adding on to its present facility. This is a $2 million project that has been funded
through donations, and in kind contributions, one being for $600,000 from Perrigo Corporation.

And, lastly the County Transportation Department broke ground yesterday on a new facility that was funded totally by grant money
form the state.

DONS6T FORGET TO VOTE I N THE AUGUST AND NOVEMBER
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Volunteers Dig In

Clerkods Corner

Wendy Van Huis, Clerk At Laketown Beach
k. D .
Mary Geurink, Deputy Clerk & by Michelle Sall,

mission

PRIMARY ELECTION 0 AUGUST 5!
It’s not the usual beach scene, but

volunteers wielding shovels, brooms, trimmers,
and hammers converged at Laketown Beach
Park on Monday, June 23, 2008 for the
monthly Volunteer Night. Just ahead of the
4th of July rush, the steps and platforms were

Our Primary Election is fast approaching. You will be voting for
Congressional, State, county and local offices as well as two local proposals.

Proposal 1 is the Fire, Road, Bicycle Path, and Drain Millage Renewal
Proposition. These 2.0 mils have been in place for decades, and assute the swept and shoveled clean, brush was cleared
maintenance of our roads, drains and bike paths as well as the operation of our from the entry, and nails tapped throughout
Fire Department. the entire 250 plus stairs and rails.
Proposal 11 is the Repeal of Alcohol Sales Prohibition. A yes vote will

affirm the Township Board’s decision to repeal the alcohol prohibition.

Laketown Beach is located on 6710
142nd Ave., Holland, and is free and open to

A sample ballot is enclosed for your review. Please remember, since this the public from dawn to dusk. A bike rack,
is a primary election, you must stay within a single party when voting. port-a-potty, and approximately 30+ marked

We would also like to remind you to bring your photo ID. This new parking spaces are available for patrons. The

State law took effect in November of 2007 and requires every voter to show a dune is board-walked from start to finish, and

photo ID. If no ID is present at the time of voting, you will be asked to sign an offers spectacular views and resting benches

affidavit in order to be allowed to vote along the climb to the beach. Please note this

park does not allow dogs.
Absentee ballots can be obtained at the Township hall. If you have any

questions, feel free to call the office (616) 335-3050. The Laketown Parks and Recreation

Commission hosts a monthly volunteer night
Spring through Fall at a different park
throughout the township. The event is the
fourth Monday of each month from 6:30-8:30
pm. Volunteers of all ages are welcome, no

Yard Waste Drop-Off Moved Inside Chef Container Gate .
experience necessary and all necessary tools

In an effort to deter and control illegal dumping from businesses and resi- and materials are provided. The next events
dents who do not reside in Laketown Township, Chef Container has been forced to are:

move the Yard Waste drop-off area inside the gated premises.
July 28 at Sanctuary Woods 4750 66th St., Hol-

land

August 25, Laketown Beach, 6710 142nd Ave,,
Holland

Laketown residents may now bring compost material to the
Chef Container yard, across from the scale house, anytime during normal

operating hours which are 8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday and
8 a.m. — 11:30 p.m. on Saturday. Please do not dump outside the gates.
September 22, Farview Park, 6257 138th Ave.,
Holland

(Continued from page 3¢é)

will use the meadow grasses and topography as challenges for the players. Ben and his volunteer crew will be working on the construc-
tion of the course in the next few weeks. The course circles the open area around the soccer field and the bike track, starting at the top of
the hill near the west end of the parking lot and continuing north along the ridge, then west and south back to the parking lot area.

Many thanks to Ben and his group for the idea, the design and the enthusiasm for this great project. In today’s atmosphere of
tight budgets, it’s unlikely we could not have considered this project without the volunteer community spirit Ben and crew have shown.
Ben figured out a way to get this course in without even requesting a lot of Township money. If you would like to help Ben get this done,
please contact him through the Township Patks’ email which is Patks@Laketowntwp.org.

If you have any comments or questions about your parks, please let us know at Parks@Laketowntwp.org or call the office.

Lal



Treasurer os

...by Laketown Township Treasurer, Gary Dewey
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Tr ove

As I walk, ride my bike, or drive my car
through Laketown Township, I continue to be
amazed at the natural beauty of the area. I have lived
in Allegan County for 57 years and in Laketown for
34 years, and I discover ateas of natural beauty that I
had not seen before. Personally, I think the lakeshore
is one of the greatest areas in the Midwest.

Summer tax bills were mailed out at the
beginning of July. This year you will have until September 15 to
make payment without penalty, as the 14t falls on a Sunday.
Hamilton Schools has again opted out of summer collection for
their operating millage, therefore only the State Education Tax and
Allegan County operating millage are collected on this summer’s
bill if you are in the Hamilton Schools district.

Residents meeting certain criteria may defer payment of
taxes until a later date. An application for deferment must be filed
for by September 15t to defer summer tax payment until February
14th, Winter deferments must be filed by February 15t to defer
payment until April 30th. These applications must be submitted

each season and each year. Tax relief may be
available to residents meeting specific poverty
guidelines. A Hardship Exemption
Application must be submitted annually and

d will be reviewed by the Board of Review in

4 July and December. Additional information
and applications can be found at
www.michigan.gov/treasury, or contact the
Treasuret’s office at (616) 335-3050.

Now Available 8 On-line Payment Options!

Tax payments can now be made with credit card via
phone or internet, electronic-check payments are also accepted on-
line. Our service provider, Official Payment Corporation, does
charge a service fee of $3 for electronic checks and 3% for credit
card payments. More information is available at
www.laketowntwp.org and click on the Online Tax Payments link.

Enjoy the remainder of the summer in the beautiful
outdoors, spending time with family, swimming, fishing, hiking,
kayaking, biking, or whatever outdoor activity you love.

From the Fire Department

....by Fire Chief, Cal Haverdink

Burning Ordinance Changes

The biggest change for Laketown
Township residents from Graafschap Fire
Department is the new Township burning
ordinance. This new ordinance is Ordinance
Number 150; the “First Restated Burning
Ordinance.” This ordinance took effect on
June 21, 2008. Much of the ordinance is
similar to the previous ordinance, with some
updating of the language, (in the old
ordinance the Township Clerk issued burn
permits, they are now issued by the Fire

requesting a permit includes; your name,
address of the burn, telephone number,
material you wish to burn, proposed time of
burn, quantity to be burned, and whom the
responsible party will be.

It’s important to remember
burning rules and procedures: no burning
with-in 15’ of property line (public or
private) nor with-in 15’ of any structure,
daylight hours only, must be attended at all
times and water hose or means of
extinguishment on site, only on odd

permit after the office is closed you can
contact one of the Fire Department
Officers:

Chief Cal Haverdink - 836-5779
Assistant Chief Jetf Bosma - 836-7331
Captain Doug Den Bleyker - 218-3227
Lieutenant Chris Genzink - 218-8966
Lieutenant Dan Martinez - 886-7928

Make It Easier For Us To Fight A Fire

Chief or his/her designee). The biggest
change affects those persons on 66th Street
West to Lake Michigan. In that area of the
Township no open burning is allowed. If a
campfire is desired a permit must be
obtained, and the fire must be in an
approved container (no openings larger than
.75 inch including the top). Also, a
responsible adult 18 years old or older must
be with the fire until it is extinguished.

Obtain a burn permit at no charge
by calling the Township Office at (616) 335-
3050 during normal business hours.
Information needed from you when

numbered days in subdivisions ot similar
density populations, and last but not least;
“BEWARE OF WIND CONDITIONS”.

On Your Property

To conclude this article I am
including some ideas and suggestions from
Michigan State University Extension and
Michigan Department of Natural Resources:

Remember when you light a fire if
it gets out of control YOU are responsible
for any damages caused by the fire even if

you have a permit. The idea of making a driveway

) accessible to fire and rescue vehicles is not
If you have any questions

concerning this ordinance , or would like a
copy of it, (available on-line at the
Township website) please call the Fire
Station at (616) 396-4060 or the Township
Office at (616) 335-3050. If you need a

something any homeowner often considers.
However, when an emergency occurs,
quickly getting a fire truck close to a home is
critical.

(Continued on ﬁ)ire




(Continued from Page

Clear brush to provide at least 12’ of driveway
width so fire trucks can safely enter. Pruning tree
branches to allow at least 15’ of overhead
clearance will allow taller vehicles and equipment
€asy access.

To ensure that a fire truck can change
locations quickly, driveways should provide a
turnaround with a radius of at least 50 feet. This
will also provide tanker trucks bringing water to
the scene room to come and go. Turnarounds are
especially important when driveways are more
than 200 feet long.

A wide space in the driveway that allows
another vehicle such as a fire engine to pass is also

recommended. The widened atrea should be at
least 10 feet wide and 30 feet long.

The main road that intersects the
driveway should be as close to a 90 degree T as
possible to facilitate turns from both directions.
Culverts and bridges must be able to support the
weight of a fire vehicle. A standard size fire truck
with water weighs a minimum of 20 tons.

Remember your tax dollars provide the
equipment needed in an emergency, your
cooperation is needed and appreciated in making
your residence accessible to the Fire Department.
If you have questions or concerns regarding
accessibility to your residence please call the
Department at 396-4060 and we will go over those
concerns with you.
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