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Resolution 
  
 

RESOLUTION 
 
WHEREAS, the Laketown Parks and Recreation Commission has been formed by the Township Board of Trustees 
action pursuant to the Michigan Public Act 271 of 1921, as amended, and 
 
WHEREAS, it has been deemed in the best interest of all residents of Laketown Township to prepare and establish a 
concise and realistic program to provide for the recreational opportunities of these citizens, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Laketown Township Parks and Recreation Commission has developed this plan, and 
 
WHEREAS, the 2007 Laketown Township Community Parks and Recreation Plan has been formally transmitted to 
the Township Board of Trustees for comment and review and has been presented to the Township residents at the 
May 16, 2007 public hearing held at the regular monthly meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission, and 
 
WHEREAS, the 2007 Laketown Township Community Parks and Recreation Plan has been formally transmitted to 
the Allegan County Planning Commission, the West Michigan Regional Planning Agency and the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources for comment and review, 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Laketown Township Board of Trustees does herewith adopt the 
2007 Laketown Township Community Parks and Recreation Plan.   
 
 
 
 
 CERTIFICATE 
 
I, the undersigned, the Clerk of the Township of Laketown, Allegan County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and complete copy of the resolution adopted by the Township Board at a regular monthly 
meeting held on the 13th day of June, 2007.  I do further certify that the public notice of said meeting was given 
pursuant to and in full compliance with Michigan Act 267 of 1976, as amended, and that the minutes of said 
meeting were kept and will be or have been made available as required by said Act. 
 
 
 
 

 ___________________________                                 
Wendy Van Huis, Township Clerk 
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The Planning Process 
 
In 2006, the Laketown Township Parks and Recreation Commission became aware of the need to revise the 2001 
Recreation Plan.  It was necessary to look at which projects had been accomplished and what the next projects 
would be.  In order to do this, a list of the general goals of the Laketown Parks and Recreation Commission was 
drafted.  This list of goals was a direct result of the feedback given by Township residents in the 2006 Recreation 
Opportunities Survey (see appendix). Another survey (conducted in 2000) by the Laketown Township Planning 
Commission gave valuable input of the residents’ desires about open space. The list of goals was studied, revised 
and adopted.  The planning process then involved working meetings and sub-group studies, using the new goals as a 
basis for the study. 
 
Other input in the planning process included discussions with members of the Laketown Township Board and its 
Planning Commission, a public hearing on May 16, 2007 (see appendix) and citizen responses from newsletter and 
newspaper articles.   
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Administrative Structure 
 
The administrative structure of Laketown Township as it relates to recreation has been developed in order to 
maximize recreational opportunities available to the citizens of Laketown Township while minimizing redundancy 
and expense. The following schematic diagrams this structure. 
 
 Laketown Township 
 Electors 
 

Laketown Township      Laketown Township 
Board of Trustees    Parks & Recreation 

Commission 
Planning         Building 
Commission         Authority   
 

Laketown Township      
Staff       

 
 
The following narrative describes the recreation related duties of each segment of this administrative structure and 
how they serve the Laketown Township electors. 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES - The Board of Trustees shall annually approve the Parks and Recreation Commission 
budget. The budget, as it relates to recreational activities, for the current fiscal year (FY 2007) is as follows: 
 
 

PARKS COMMISSION 
Salaries   $    4900 
FICA            375           
Electricity           100 
Supplies         2000 
Maintenance       15000 
Contracted Services      20000 
Capital Outlay        6000 
Bike Path Debt      43000 
Bike Path Engineering     75000 
Bike Path Maintenance       2600 

  
 
TOTAL RECREATION BUDGET  $168,975 
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PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION - The Laketown Township Parks and Recreation Commission was 
created pursuant to Act 271 of Michigan Public Acts of 1921, as amended. This Act gives the Parks and Recreation 
Commission authority to acquire, maintain, manage, and control the Township Parks and places of recreation, 
consistent with the degree of funding allocated by the Township Board. The Parks and Recreation Commission 
develops the recreation plan and subsequent grant applications. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION - The Laketown Township Planning Commission was created pursuant to Act 168 of 
Michigan Pubic Acts of 1959, as amended. This Act does not give specific authority to the Planning Commission in 
the area of recreation.  Since recreation planning includes land use planning, the input of the Planning Commission 
has been recognized as invaluable. 
 
BUILDING AUTHORITY – The Laketown Township Building Authority was formed in 1996 to oversee the 
acquisition and demolition of the former Michigan Dunes Correctional Facility. This property was acquired from the 
State of Michigan and converted to a more passive public use. The Building Authority has also overseen the 
construction of the new Graafschap Fire Station and is currently working on the concept of constructing a water 
filtration plant to service the drinking water needs of Allegan County. In addition, the Building Authority will be 
selling a $500,000 bond this year to assist in the restoration of the Felt Mansion. 
 
STAFF - The Laketown Township staff is appointed by the Township Board.  Staff has the responsibility of day-to-
day contact with citizens, park maintenance, grant administration, and advising the Parks & Recreation 
Commission. 
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Community Description 
 
Physical 
 
The Township of Laketown is located in the northwestern corner of Allegan County. The Township borders on Lake 
Michigan to the west and is approximately 35 highway miles southwest of the City of Grand Rapids.  Neighboring 
communities include the City of Holland and Park Township to the north, Saugatuck Township to the south, and 
Fillmore Township to the east. 
 
The prevailing westerly winds over Lake Michigan, which exert a significant influence on the climate of the 
Township, cause the climate to vary between semi-marine and continental in nature.  Temperature extremes vary 
from a mean monthly maximum of 71 degrees Fahrenheit (F.) in July to a mean monthly minimum of 25 degrees 
(F.) in January, while the mean yearly temperature is 49 degrees (F.).  The area experiences an average of 
approximately 35 inches of precipitation a year, which is uniformly distributed throughout the year. Snowfall 
amounts average approximately 60 inches annually. 
 
Soils in the township vary from deep, well-drained sand along Lake Michigan to deep, well-to-poorly drained sands 
in the central part of the township to deep, well-to-poorly drained loams in the eastern part of the township.  In 
general, the topography of the township is characterized by a line of high dunes along the Lake Michigan shoreline 
and gently rolling terrain away from the shoreline area.  The Township of Laketown is basically an agricultural and 
rural residential community.  In general, residential development is concentrated in the areas adjacent to the City of 
Holland and along Lake Michigan in the northern part of the Township.  A limited amount of commercial 
development in the township is generally confined to the area along the Blue Star Highway in the southeastern 
portion of the township. 
 
The watercourses are located in the community as follows:  Lake Michigan forms the western boundary of the 
Township; Kelly Lake is in the northwestern corner of the Township; Hulst Lake (Gilligan Lake) is in the west-
central part of the Township; Goshorn Lake is on the southern corporate boundary of the Township; Tibbie (Kelly) 
Drain is in the northwestern part of the Township; Carver Drain is in the southwestern part of the Township; 
Goshorn Lake Inlet is in the southern part of the Township; Hulst Lake (Gilligan Lake) Outlet is in the west-central 
part of the Township; and tributaries in the northeastern part of the Township. 
 
Socio-Economic 
 
Population growth in Laketown Township was fairly consistent from 1950 to 1970 when a substantial population 
increase occurred from 1970 to 1980.  The 1980 U.S. Census of Population Estimate placed the population of 
Laketown at 4,332 people, which is nearly double the 1970 Census population of 2,175.  This growth spurt 
continued from 1980 to 2000, but at a decreased rate.  During this period the Township experienced a 28% increase 
in growth, from 4338 to 5561.   
 
The population changes are likely due to several factors.  The I-196 freeway from Grand Rapids to Holland 
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provided access to rural areas of the township and decreased travel time to and from metropolitan Grand Rapids.  
During the last decade suburban trends continued as large tracts of buildable land in Laketown Township and the 
adjoining townships became easily accessible to the major urban employment centers. 
 
Table 1 indicates how the township's population growth relates to the surrounding area. The 40-year population 
change for Laketown Township compared to these other jurisdictions indicates large amounts of growth in the 
lakeshore communities where the desirability for residential development is greater.  This contrasts to urban areas, 
such as the cities of Holland and Saugatuck and Fillmore Township, which experienced much less long-term 
growth. Laketown Township tripled its population from 1960-2000, a rate which reflects the steadily increasing 
growth that has occurred in the area as a whole. Another factor which may have had a less visible affect on the 
population spurt in the 1970s and 1980s was the fact that many "baby-boomers" had married and were having 
children. 
 
 

Table 1 

Historic Population 

 Laketown Township and Surrounding areas, 1960-2000 
 

   40 Year 
 1960    1970  1980  1990  2000   % Change  

 
Laketown Township     1,814        2,175       4,332      4,888    5,561 206 
Saugatuck Township*     1,735        2,067       2,701      2,916    3,590 107 
City of Saugatuck          927        1,022       1,079         954     1,065   15 
Fillmore Township     1,877        2,126       2,307      2,710     2,756   47 
Park Township    4,043        6,461    10,354    13,541   17,579 335 
Holland Township    6,498        8,455    13,739    17,523   28,911   345 
City of Holland  24,777     26,479    26,281    30,745   35,048    41 
Allegan County  57,729     66,575    81,555    90,509 105,665   83 
Ottawa County  98,719  128,181 157,300 187,768 238,314 141 
 
* Includes City of Village of Douglas 
Sources: 
1960-2000 U.S. Bureau of the Census; 
 
 
Population by Race 
 
Table 2 indicates that the Laketown Township population is predominately White (96 percent), with small 
percentages of Asian and other races. Park Township and the neighboring Allegan County townships have largely 
the same racial makeup as Laketown Township, while the City of Holland and Holland Township have a more 
racially diverse population. 
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Table 2 

Population by Race 

 Laketown Township and Surrounding Area, 2000 
 

 
 

WHITE 
#/% 

BLACK 
#/% 

AMERICAN 
INDIAN 

#/% 

ASIAN 
#/% 

OTHER 
#/% 

HISPANIC 
ANY 
RACE 

#/% 
LAKETOWN 
TOWNSHIP 

5,341 
/96.0 

 

28/0.5 4/0.1 49/0.9 139/2.5 206/3.7 
 

PARK 
TOWNSHIP 

16,446 
/93.6 

79/0.4 32/0.2 376/2.1 646/3.7 959/5.5 

SAUGATUCK  
TOWNSHIP 

3,462 
/96.4 

15/0.4 11/0.3 8/0.2 94/2.6 148/4.1 

FILLMORE 
TOWNSHIP 

2,621 
/95.1 

17/0.6 6/0.2 34/1.2 78/2.9 125/4.5 

HOLLAND 
TOWNSHIP 

22,902 
/79.2 

642/2.2 118/0.4 2,287 
/7.9 

2,962 
/10.2 

4,574 
/15.8 

HOLLAND 
CITY 

27,399 
/78.2 

888/2.5 202/0.6 1,247 
/3.6 

5,312 
/15.1 

2,783 
/7.9 

SAUGATUCK 
CITY 

1,014 
/95.2 

17/1.6 4/0.4 10/0.9 20/1.9 46/4.3 

ALLEGAN  
COUNTY 

98,769 
/93.5 

1,385 
/1.3 

576/0.5 582/0.6 4,353 
/4.1 

6,040 
/5.7 

OTTAWA 
COUNTY 

218,105 
/91.5 

2,497 
/1.0 

851/0.4 4,991 
/2.1 

11,870 
/5.0 

16,692 
/7.0 

 
Source: U.S. Bureaus of the Census, 2000. 
 
Population Projections 
 
The population projections shown in Table 3 were prepared by the Macatawa Area Coordinating Council, our local 
metropolitan planning organization.  Projection methods vary greatly and can include any number of variables such 
as net migration and natural increase, utility hook-ups, building permits, and employment variables.  Mathematical 
projection methods using past data are also popular. 
 
The best projection method is probably a combination of all methods as opposed to a single technique.  Although 
the reliability of any projection method is questionable, a reasonable population outlook for the future can be 
achieved from projections.  Population growth in Laketown Township in the next 10 years (Table 3) is projected to 
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greatly increase when compared to the growth rate of the previous decades (Table 1). This growth will most likely 
occur as a result of the continued demand for rural residential land, especially in the southern area of the Township, 
and land which is close to the urbanized areas in the north.  Large parcels of buildable land with available utilities 
are somewhat scarce but with concentration of high-density residential uses in those areas already served by 
community services and utilities, development in these areas is likely to proceed.  Lakeshore property is likely to be 
developed as densely as allowed.  
 
New, large-scale employment centers for industrial or commercial/retail uses are not likely to be developed since 
the land available for large development projects is restricted due to natural features (poor soils, wetlands, sand 
dunes, etc.), zoning, highway access, and the lack of available utilities.  Any large parcels that meet the criteria for 
large industrial, commercial, or retail uses would likely be in much greater demand for residential development, 
with the exception of some parcels near the highway interchange and the Blue Star Highway corridor. With demand 
for residential property as the major factor for population growth, the number of commercial and industrial 
employment centers will be small.  Therefore, the employment opportunities created by new industrial, retail or 
commercial will account for only a small amount of the population growth. 
 

Table 3 

Population and Population Projections 

 Laketown Township and Surrounding Area 1980-2010 
 

1980  1990  2000  2010  1980-2010 
Census  Census   Census  Projection Change 

 
Laketown Township   4,332   4,888   5,561      8,720  101% 
Fillmore Township   2,307   2,710   2,756      3,845   66% 
Park Township      10,354     13,541     17,579    22,065       113%   
Holland Township     13,739     17,523     28,911    33,536  144% 
City of Holland      26,281     25,086     35,048    37,405   42% 
 
Sources: 
1980 - 2000 U.S. Bureau of the Census; 2010 Projections, Macatawa Area Coordinating Council 
 
Population by Age 
 
The age of Laketown Township residents provides an indication of economic, transportation, recreational and other 
current community needs for the age groups and how these will change as the population changes.  Analysis of age 
may also give some indication of how the township is affected by migration. 
 
The Township's 2000 population was categorized by age groups and compared with the 1990 population, as shown 
in Table 4.  The median age for Laketown Township was 38.9 in 2000, older than Allegan County (35.2 years) and 
older than the State of Michigan (35.5 years).   
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Table 4 

Population by Age 

 Laketown Township, 1990 - 2000 
Age Groups    1990     2000 

Number  Percent  Number  Percent 
Under 5   348     7.1%     314      5.6% 
5-14    773    15.8%     892    16.1% 
15-24    675    13.8%     682    12.3% 
25-34    967    19.8%     544     9.8% 
35-44    947    19.4%     994    17.9% 
45-54     540    11.0%     937    16.8% 
55-64     286     5.9%     572    10.2% 
65 and over    352     7.2%     626    11.3% 
Total   4888     100%   5561     100% 
 
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990 & 2000. 
 
Laketown Township experienced a significant shift in the age of its population during the last decade. When 
compared with the State, the township went from a younger than average population to an older than average 
population. A large increase occurred in the population over 45 years old. This age group went from 24.1% in 1990 
to 38.3% in 2000. Another significant change was in the 25 to 34 age group. This group dropped from 19.8% in 
1990 to just 9.8% in 2000. The apparent aging of the population may have an effect on the recreation planning of 
the Township.  
 
Another interesting change in the Township occurred in the number and size of the households. In 1990 there were 
1,529 occupied housing units in the Township, compared to 2,080 in 2000. This represents a 36% increase in the 
number of occupied housing units, though the population increased by only 13.8%. This deviation can be explained 
partially in the average household size. In 1990 the average household size was 2.88, with an average family size of 
3.25. This compares, respectively, with 2.66 and 3.07 in 2000. Probably the most significant factor to be considered 
in the disparity between household growth and population growth is institutionalized persons. In 1990 there were 
479 institutionalized persons in Laketown Township. In 2000 there was zero. This is accounted for by the 1993 
closing of the Michigan Dunes Correctional Facility. The closing of this facility may also explain some of the other 
demographic changes that occurred in the Township, such as the reduction in the 25 to 34 age group. 
 
The majority of the township is white although specific attention should be given to needs of non-whites when 
grouped with other minorities such as low-income residents and the elderly. Sensitive community recreation 
planning can help Laketown Township maintain its high quality of life and provide opportunities for recreation for 
every segment of the population. More detailed economic data was not available from the Census at the time of this 
writing. Laketown Township has experienced significant population growth over the past 40 years due to an influx 
of residential growth. Population is projected to continue increasing at a steady rate. The Township will need to 
monitor these trends in order to continue to provide for the recreation needs of the population. 
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Recreation Inventory 
 
Public Recreation Opportunities in Laketown Township 

FACILITY LOCATION DESCRIPTION ACRES 
Farview Nature Park 6257 138th Ave. Nature park with a large pond, pit toilet, picnic 

tables, boardwalks, parking, and a historical 
Interurban Way Station. 

87 

Historic Town Hall  142nd Avenue Meeting place for small club groups and 
special historic events. 

1 

Huyser Farm 64th Street U-pick blueberries, trails, guided birdwatching 
hikes, historic buildings, seasonal portable 
toilet 

102 

Laketown Beach Park 6710 142nd Ave. Two hundred feet of Lake Michigan frontage 
used for swimming and sunbathing.  A large 
sand dune separates the parking area and the 
beach.  Parking, a portable toilet, and a system 
of stairways over the dune are available. 

2.7 

Laketown Township Hall 4338 Beeline 
Rd. 

Meeting place for classes and indoor 
recreation activities, ice skating rink 

6.4 

Rest Area on I-196 I-196 South, 
north of the 
Saugatuck exit 

Rest area maintained by MDOT for I-196 
travelers with picnic tables, restrooms, foot 
trails, and a scenic overlook. 

3.2 

Sanctuary Woods 4750 66th St. Dune forest park with picnic tables, parking, 
hiking trails and scenic overlooks.  A bridge 
crosses Kelly Creek and a stairway provides 
access to the upper dune area. 

40 

Saugatuck Dunes 
State Park 

138th Avenue Natural area along Lake Michigan with pit 
toilets, picnic tables, barbeque grills, and a 
shelter.  Hiking, swimming, and cross-country 
skiing are permitted.  No horses, motorized 
vehicles, or bicycles are permitted. 

1300 

Shore Acres 6597 138th Ave. Recreational park with basketball courts, 
soccer field, BMX track, baseball/softball 
backstop, sledding hill, parking, portable 
toilet.  Adjacent to the Felt Mansion, a 
National Register Historic Site. 

44 

Wolters Woods 6281 147th Ave. Community park with pit toilets, picnic tables, 
picnic shelter, parking, playground equipment, 
horse shoe pits, shuffleboard courts, and 
hiking/skiing trails. 

34 

Non-Motorized Paths 147th Avenue & 
streets north 

4.5 linear miles of non-motorized path NA 
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Public Inland Lake Access in Laketown Township 

LAKE DESCRIPTION WATER ACRES 
Gilligan Lake Wildlife lake.  The east side of the lake is 

primarily wetlands.  Public access along 66th 
Street.  Fishing, roadside parking and 
unimproved boat landing. 

20 

Goshorn Lake Residential lake.  Public access at 65th Street. 
Fishing, swimming, and unimproved boat 
landing. 

30 

Kelly Lake Residential and wildlife lake.  Public access 
limited to foot traffic off of 66th Street.  Fishing 
and swimming. 

20 

 
 
Commercial Recreational Opportunities in Laketown Township 

FACILITY LOCATION DESCRIPTION 
Bay Meadows Arabian 6295 144th Ave. Horse training facility. 
Laketown Golf & Conference 
Center 

6069 Blue Star Hwy. Golf practice facilities featuring all-
weather practice tees, putting greens, 
and an eighteen hole miniature golf 
course. 

Hilltop Stables 6022 138th Ave. Horse training facility. 
Pine Manor Arabian 6238 Woodcliff Dr. Horse training facility. 
Red Barn Playhouse 3657 63rd St. Summer theater offering plays and 

musicals presented by amateur and 
professional actors. 

Stoney Creek Stables 4271 60th St. Horse training facility. 
Teusink’s Pony Farm 1468 W. 32nd St. Farm offering family and large-group 

picnic/party facilities, hayrides and 
pony rides. 

Windy Ridge Boarding Farm 6084 145th Ave. Horse training facility. 
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Public/Nonprofit Recreation Opportunities Within Five Miles of Laketown Township 

FACILITY LOCATION DESCRIPTION ACRES 
37th St. Preserve Holland Open space 0.5 
Cappon House Museum Holland Historical building and museum  
Centennial Park Holland Victorian style community park 5.6 
College Ave. Park Holland Sports and playground 3.2 
Columbia Ave. 
Tennis Courts 

Holland Tennis 1.4 

DeGraaf Nature Center Holland Trails, boardwalk, and a nature center building 17 
Evergreen Commons Senior 
Center 

Holland Senior Center  

Herrick District Library Holland Public library  
Holland Area Arts Council Holland Art, dance, music classes  
Holland Community Aquatic 
Center 

Holland Leisure pool, competition pool, lap swim, exercise 
room (Fee charged) 

 

Holland Heights Park Holland Basketball, picnic facilities, playground 1 
Holland Museum Holland Museum  
Hope College Holland Collage theater, Summer repertory theater  
Kollen Park Holland Picnic facilities, band shell, boat launch for Lake 

Macatawa, playground 
14.5 

Lake View Park Holland Picnic facilities, playground 2.8 
Lincoln Park Holland Skate park, playground 2 
Macatawa Marsh Holland Open space 75 
Maplewood Youth Complex Holland Sports, playground 10.5 
Matt Urban Park Holland Sports, playground 23 
Moran Park Holland Tennis, playground 4.2 
Prospect Park Holland Playground, trails 7.5 
Smallenberg Park Holland Recreational park, playground, outdoor pool, winter 

ice-skating 
24 

Van Bragt Park Holland Picnic tables, Lake Macatawa access 3.4 
Van Raalte Farm Holland Hiking/skiing trails, sledding 160 
Windmill Island Holland Tourism, Black River access 36 
Window on the Waterfront Holland Sports, boardwalk, marsh viewing 30 
Dunton Park Holland 

Township 
Boardwalk, fishing dock, boat launch for Lake 
Macatawa, picnic shelter, playground 

20 

Zuidema Farm Holland 
Township 

Trails 63 

Cook Park Saugatuck Park overlooking Kalamazoo Lake providing green 
space and picnic opportunities. 

0.5 
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Mt. Baldhead Park Saugatuck Dune forest park offering picnic tables, picnic 
shelter, restrooms, river dock, museum, hiking trails, 
and a stairway to an observation deck on the top of 
Mt. Baldhead. 

51 

Oval Beach Saugatuck Lake Michigan beach access for swimming and 
sunbathing with parking, restrooms, showers, picnic 
tables, barbecue grills, and concessions. 

36 

Spear St. Boat Launch Saugatuck Access to Kalamazoo River.  (Fee charged)  
Village Square Saugatuck Downtown park containing a tennis court, basketball 

court, playground, and restrooms. 
2.5 

Wick’s Park Saugatuck Park on the Kalamazoo River containing a bandstand, 
restrooms, and a concrete walk along the river. 

0.5 

Willow Park Saugatuck One hundred and thirty two feet of Kalamazoo River 
frontage with an observation deck. 

0.2 

Bike Paths Park 
Township 

Located in southern Park Township adjacent to 
Laketown Township is a network of paved bike 
paths.  These run along 32nd St. and South Shore Dr. 
with many connecting paths.  The bike paths connect 
to bike paths in the City of Holland. 

 

Boat Launch Park 
Township 

Access to Lake Macatawa.  

Virginia Park, 
Maatman Center 

Park 
Township 

Residential Park containing a softball field, four 
tennis courts, two basketball courts, a playground, 
and picnic tables.  The Maatman Center has kitchen 
facilities, shuffleboard courts, and ping pong tables. 

6 

Almachier Park Saugatuck 
Township 

Wooded area with access to Moore’s Creek via a 
nature trail.  

4 

Blue Star Roadside Picnic 
Area 

Saugatuck 
Township 

Roadside park with two picnic tables and a shelter.  It 
is owned by the Allegan County Road Commission 
but maintained by Saugatuck Township. 

0.5 

Hacklanders Public Boat 
Access 

Saugatuck 
Township 

Kalamazoo River boat launching site operated by the 
MI-DNR with parking, picnic facilities, and 
restrooms. 

 

River Bluff Park Saugatuck 
Township 

Wooded park with a half mile of frontage on the 
Kalamazoo River offering a picnic area, playground, 
restrooms, parking, hiking trial, and boat launch.  

27 

Sundown Park Saugatuck 
Township 

Grassy area on a bluff overlooking Lake Michigan. 0.4 

Beery Field Douglas Downtown park with a softball diamond, bleachers, 
restrooms, tennis court, playground, winter ice-
skating and floodlights. 

1.2 

Center St. Boat Launch Douglas Access to Kalamazoo River.  
Douglas Beach Douglas Access to Lake Michigan with parking, restrooms, 1.1 
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and dressing rooms. 
Riverview Park Douglas Open area available for picnicking.  
Saugatuck/Douglas Library Douglas Public library  
Schultz Park Douglas Recreation park on the Kalamazoo River with a boat 

launch, parking, fishing sites, tennis courts, picnic 
shelter, pit toilets, playground, barbecue grills, nature 
trail, and a baseball diamond. 

17 

Union St. Boat Launch Douglas Access to Kalamazoo River. (Fee charged)  
Outdoor Discovery Center Fillmore 

Township 
Outdoor education center operated by Wildlife 
Unlimited with walking trails, captive animals, and 
interpretive displays. 

100 

 
 
 
 
 
Commercial Recreational Opportunities Within Five Miles of Laketown Township 

FACILITY LOCATION DESCRIPTION 

Best Chance Charters Saugatuck Lake Michigan charter fishing. 
Clearbrook Golf Course Saugatuck Eighteen hole golf course. 
Co Hooker Charters Saugatuck Lake Michigan charter fishing. 
Craig’s Cruisers Family Fun Center Holland Indoor game room, go-karts, 

miniature golf. 
Eldean’s Shipyard Holland Marina with over two hundred slips.  

Limited public storage and dockage. 
Ravines Golf Course Saugatuck Eighteen hole golf course. 
Saugatuck Dune Rides Saugatuck Scenic ride through the sand dunes of 

Saugatuck. 
S.S. Keewatin Douglas Maritime museum. 
Star of Saugatuck Boat Cruise Saugatuck Scenic cruise on the Kalamazoo 

River. 
West Shore Golf Course Douglas Eighteen hole golf course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Public School Facilities Near Laketown Township 
     Laketown Township does not have any public schools within its boundaries 

FACILITY DISTRICT DESCRIPTION 
Blue Star Elementary Hamilton Playground 
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Harrington Elementary Holland Two basketball courts, playground, 
four ball fields, all purpose field, 
nature area 

Pine Ridge Elementary Holland Christian Playground, basketball hoops, all 
purpose field 

Holland Christian High School Holland Christian Eight tennis courts with bleachers, 
three baseball diamonds, soccer, 
track 

Holland Christian Middle School Holland Christian Basketball hoops, baseball diamond, 
soccer field 

Holland West Middle School Holland Basketball hoops, four tennis courts, 
softball field, soccer field 

Lakeview Elementary Holland Two tennis courts, four basketball 
courts, two softball diamonds, 
playground, outdoor ice rink in 
winter 

Saugatuck High School Saugatuck Tennis courts 
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Barrier Free Compliance Evaluation 
 
Laketown Township has reviewed our existing facilities to determine the extent of our barrier free compliance. The 
following details the results of this review. 
 
Wolters Woods Park 
This park is barrier free compliant. Parking areas are paved with handicapped spaces clearly marked. The trail 
system in the park is made from a material that is called “chips and fines.” This material packs down to a hard 
surface that is wheelchair accessible. The restroom at the park is spacious and equipped with handrails. 
 
Sanctuary Woods 
This park is compliant, with one caveat. The park has paved parking with clearly marked handicapped spaces. The 
trail system is made of the same material as Wolters Woods. The bridge in the park is made with wood decking and 
has a gentle pitch. There is a large stairway in the park that is obviously not barrier free. A barrier free exemption on 
this project was requested of the federal government and granted. No permanent restroom is available. 
 
Laketown Beach 
There is a paved parking area available, but it lacks handicapped spaces. There is also a large stairway and 
boardwalk system in this park. It also received the same federal exemption. 
 
Farview Nature Park 
This is one of our oldest parks, and possibly the least compliant. The parking area is gravel and lacks handicapped 
spaces. The trails are defined using wood chips. The restroom lacks handrails. Much work will be needed to 
evaluate this park and form an action plan to bring it more closely into compliance. 
 
Shore Acres 
Though this is one of our newest recreation areas, it also lacks many aspects of compliance. The parking area is 
gravel and lacks handicapped spaces. There are no defined trails or walks on the property. The area is largely 
vegetated soils that are possibly handicapped accessible. No permanent restroom is available. 
 
Huyser Farm 
While this is our newest park it lacks many aspects of compliance. This is primarily because it is largely 
undeveloped. Currently there is a gravel parking lot without handicapped parking spaces and a primitive trail 
system. Development of this park in the future will help make it compliant. 
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Accomplishments from the 2001 Recreation Plan   
 
Bike Paths 
Bike paths have been completed according to phase I of the 2001 plan.  This includes approximately five miles 
of paths.  There is much interest in the expansion of our bike path system, as indicated in the 2006 survey of 
Laketown residents, and a connection to Saugatuck Dunes State Park and Saugatuck Township would be the 
priority.  Preliminary engineering has yet to be completed.  
 
Horse Trails 
With the assistance of the Lakeshore Equestrian Trail Association (LETA), horse trails have been built and 
maintained at Farview Farms.  In addition, LETA has secured permission from private landowners to establish 
seven miles of riding trails in the southwest corner of the township. 
 
Farview 
As indicated under horse trails, this park has been established for horseback trails.  Trails have been installed 
and maintained for both pedestrian and horse traffic.  Signage has been added on both sides of the entrance on 
138th Avenue. 
 
Huyser Farm.   
Landscaping and trees have been trimmed and cleared around the farmhouse, and a new roof has been installed. 
Accessory buildings have been partially cleared, hazardous chemicals removed from a barn, and preliminary 
maintenance of the blueberry fields.  The maintenance and upkeep includes the removal of every other row of 
bushes to improve access and health of the existing bushes, removal of trees and shrubs that were growing in 
the rows, biological controls of pests through the professional services of Praxis, installation of portable 
restroom facility during harvest seasons, removal of poison sumac from the entry, and widening the access road 
by removing saplings which were blocking accessibility and entry to the fields.  This commission is 
investigating a preliminary concept plan that has been completed by M.C. Smith Associates, a master planning 
firm for further direction in park programming and design.  Preliminary paperwork has been completed for a 
historical marker. 
  
Laketown Beach 
Parking plan was redesigned which created additional parking places and additional plantings of dune grass to 
help stabilize the dune. 
 
Old Town Hall 
Nothing new to report. 
 
Park Master Plan 
Regular maintenance of the parks has been established through yearly park reviews and volunteer days.  Each 
park is scheduled for a spring inspection by this commission and a summer or fall clean-up date to address 
problems and accomplish improvements needed.  A resident survey was distributed in 2006 to review park use 
and recreation interests, and the results will be taken into consideration for further updates and improvements 
on Laketown parks.    
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Sanctuary Woods.  
In addition to the lower portion of boardwalks and stairs completed under the 1996 plan, additional trail 
improvements have been made to the upper portion of the trail system which includes more board-walked trails, 
stair sections, and seating.  Preliminary planning has been done for restoration and registration of the historical 
Interurban Bridge with the State of Michigan. 
 
Shore Acres   
A parking lot, a soccer field, a basketball court, and a bicycle moto-cross track have been established on the 
property.  A large open area exists and the walking of dogs is still allowed.  The Township continues to have 
discussions with the Department of Natural Resources with the intention of trading the property back to the 
State in exchange for a different parcel of land.  Every effort will be made to relocate those recreational uses if 
that comes to be.  The Felt Mansion is adjacent to the Shore Acre property, and is currently operated by the 
Building Authority.  The Parks and Recreation Commission is considering taking over operation of the Felt 
Mansion.   
 
Township Hall 
An area has been cleared and readied for an outdoor winter ice skating arena.  A Recreation Complex proposal 
has been completed by M.C. Smith Associates, and is awaiting funding.  An office incorporating the Building 
Authority and the Parks and Recreation Commission has been established in the Township Hall.   
 
Wildlife and Vegetation Inventories and Brochures 
Initial quotes have been received on a brochure highlighting the Laketown Township Parks.   
 
Wolters Woods 
The roof has been replaced on the restroom facilities. A section of woods has been cleared that was blocking 
view of the pavilions. To increase the visibility and safety of walkers and bike traffic, volunteers removed brush 
and trees between the bike paths and road . 
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Long-Term Goals 
 
Establishing long-term goals provides a direction for the Township to proceed.  Goals should be thought of as ideals 
that we need to strive for.    
 
1.  Provide and maintain a park and open space system that is responsive to the needs and priorities of the citizens of 
Laketown Township. 
 
2.  Provide each Township resident an opportunity to pursue recreational activities on a year-round basis. 
 
3.  Plan to acquire and otherwise protect open space in developing areas in response to local citizens' desires to 
maintain the rural character of the Township and assure adequate recreational opportunities in the future. 
 
4.  Work with other Laketown Township commissions to encourage developers of raw land to provide park sites or 
open spaces as an integral part of the development planning. 
 
5.  Use careful observations and measurements of park use patterns as the bases for change in existing parklands. 
 
6.  Use natural features inventories to provide the basis for change in park lands. 
 
7. Work with neighboring communities to establish a network of greenways as corridors for wildlife and trails for 
hiking, biking, cross-country skiing and other recreational activities. 
 
8.  Encourage and assist private land owners in developing preservation strategies for their properties. 
 
9.  Assure access to recreational facilities for citizens with limited physical abilities. 
 
10. Develop and implement a plan for the protection of historical sites within the Township. 
 
11.  Work with ecological specialists developing appropriate (non-obtrusive) ways to control invasive plant species 
and encourage native plants species to thrive. 
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Action Program 
 
Laketown Township has developed an ambitious action program for the beginning of the 21st century.  Below is a 
listing of projects that are expected to occur over the next five years.  Of course, any of the projects are subject to 
change due to available funding or changing desires of our residents. 
 
Park Master Planning and Development 

An outcome of the recent survey was that many residents are not aware of our parks. The Parks Commission 
will strive to raise this level of awareness. The Parks and Recreation Commission has been using the 
Laketown Township newsletter to promote the parks. A brochure summarizing Laketown Parks will be 
developed and distributed. In addition, a park master plan will be developed. This master planning process 
will allow us to map the current and future parks and open areas in the Township and the surrounding area. 
We will then be able to examine and evaluate how these recreation areas interrelate to serve the needs of our 
residents. This will be a product that can be distributed to our residents. Another issue is staffing. Our park 
system has grown much over the last ten years. Additional staff may be needed to keep this growth 
occurring and maintain a high quality park system. Anticipated funding will be local funds.  An active 
volunteer program has been established and will continue to be developed.  Another important issue is the 
appropriate control of invasive plants to encourage the growth and success of native species. 

Shore Acres 
Some of this property has since been developed for active recreation. A parking lot, a soccer field, a 
basketball court and a BMX track have been established on the property. A large open area exists and the 
walking of dogs on leash is allowed. The Township is currently having discussions with the Department of 
Natural Resources to trade the property back to the State in exchange for a different parcel of land. If this 
occurs, every effort will be made to relocate those recreational uses.  Adjacent to Shore Acres is the 
township owned Felt Mansion.  The Felt Mansion is current operated by the Laketown Township Building 
Authority.  It is a possibility that the operation of the Felt Mansion will someday be handed over to the 
Parks and Recreation Commission. 

Sanctuary Woods  
Laketown Township acquired a forty-acre tract of dune forest in 1996 with the assistance of a Department of 
Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant. Phase I development (improved trails, rustic trails, a bridge, a parking 
area, picnic tables, and benches) of the park occurred in 1998-99, aided by a Coastal Zone Management 
Grant. Phase II development (improved trails, boardwalks, two additional bridges, erosion control, picnic 
tables, and benches) of the park occurred in 2002-2003, aided by a Coastal Zone Management Grant.  Phase 
III development (restoration of the historic Interurban Bridge, interpretive signs, trail signs, improved 
erosion control, and restrooms) will be considered in the next five years. 

Laketown Beach Park 
Laketown Township Beach Park is a three-acre site with a large sand dune and two hundred feet of Lake 
Michigan frontage. A stairway system has been installed over the dune to provide access to the beach. 
Extensive work has been done to stabilize the dune by vegetation planting. Additional improvements that 
need to be done include obtaining a small parcel of land that would improve beach access, more vegetation 
planting, the possible construction of restroom facilities, improvement of stairway system, and additional 
parking. 
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Huyser Farm 
This 102-acre parcel was gifted to the Township by the heirs of Manuel and Lilah Huyser. Master planning 
of the park has already begun. Wetland, topographic, natural feature, and boundary surveys of the property 
have been completed. In addition, a study of the flora and fauna has been completed. A sub-committee was 
formed and produced documents containing ideas on development and management of the farm. Much work 
has been done to secure and clean up the farm house and out buildings.  The blueberry fields on property 
have been maintained via biological control and much work has been done to improve access. Laketown 
Township has currently contracted with M.C. Smith Associates to develop the master plan for Huyser Farm. 
After completion, development of the Huyser Farm will begin in earnest.  The Commission is currently 
working with PlantWise Restoration to develop a plan for controlled burns that will help control invasive 
plants and re-establish the growth and success of native plants. 

Farview Nature Park 
Farview Nature Park is an eighty-seven acre park, containing a series of foot trails and horse trails. It ranked 
poorly on the Barrier Free Compliance Evaluation. Improvements are needed in the parking area, 
boardwalks, signage, and the restroom. Funding sources will be a combination of local and grant funds. 

Wolters Woods 
Wolters Woods is a thirty-four acre community recreation park located on 147th Avenue between 64th and 
62nd streets in the middle northern portion of Laketown Township.  Phase I, completed in 1995, consists of 
restrooms, picnic shelter with tables and grills, equipped playground area, paved parking area, fencing, and 
hiking/cross-country ski trails.  Two horseshoe pits and two shuffleboard courts were added in 2000.  Phase 
II planning will occur with possible improvements to the playground area and restrooms.  

Land Acquisition 
Laketown Township needs and desires to acquire additional property suitable for development of active and 
passive recreation, conservation and public access to Lake Michigan and inland waterfront.  The location 
and size of the properties needed are yet to be determined. Anticipated funding includes the general fund 
and grant funds. 

Bike Paths 
Laketown Township completed construction of our first phase of bike paths in the summer of 2001. This 
included approximately five miles of paths. There is much interest in the expansion of our bike path system. 
Bike paths that connect to Saugatuck Dunes State Park and Saugatuck Township would be the priority.  
Laketown Township would need to provide the preliminary engineering costs.  Construction costs will 
possibly be funded by the Michigan Department of Transportation Enhancement Grant, CMAQ Grants, and 
local funding.  

Township Hall Recreation Area 
A master plan for the Township Hall Recreation Area has been approved by the Parks Commission. When 
constructed this recreation area will include a soccer field, ball diamond, tennis courts, volleyball, walking 
paths, basketball court, BMX bicycle track, picnic area, restrooms and a tot lot. 
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Capital Improvement Program 
 
Projects are listed in general order of priority. 
 

PERIOD  
PROJECT TO BE 
ACCOMPLISHED 

 
TOTAL COST 

 
FUNDING SOURCE 

 
2007-08 HUYSER MASTER 

PLAN 
5,000 5,000 LOCAL 

2007-08 ICE RINK 20,000 20,000 LOCAL 
2007-08 HUYSER MEMORIAL 5,000 2,500 LOCAL 

2,500 FOUNDATION 
2007-08 BIKE PATH DESIGN 150,000 150,000 LOCAL 
2008-09 BIKE PATH 

CONSTRUCTION 
1,366,000 600,000 CMAQ 

500,000 ENHANCEMENT 
266,000 LOCAL 

2008-09 HUYSER FARM 
DEVELOPMENT 
PHASE I 

500,000 125,000 LOCAL 
375,000 MDNR 

2008-09 FARVIEW 
IMPROVEMENTS 

25,000 12,500 LOCAL 
12,500 FOUNDATION 

2009-10 SANCTUARY WOODS 
PHASE III 

100,000 50,000 LOCAL 
50,000 CZM 

2010-11 TOWNSHIP HALL 
PARK 
DEVELOPMENT 

500,000 125,000 LOCAL 
375,000 MDNR 

2010-11 ACQUIRE 
ADDITIONAL BEACH 
ACCESS AND 
IMPROVEMENTS 

500,000 125,000 LOCAL 
375,000 FOUNDATION 

2011-12 SHORE ACRES 
IMPROVEMENTS 

300,000 75,000 LOCAL 
225,000 FOUNDATION 

2012-13 LAND ACQUISITION 500,000 125,000 LOCAL 
375,000 TRUST FUND 
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